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David Tod, of Ohio, envoy extraordinary and min- 
ister plenipotentiary near his majesty the emperor of 
Seacil yice Henry A. Wise, recalled at his own re- 


t. 
ohn R. Clay, Charge d’Affaires at Peru. 
Richard Rush, of Pennsylvania, envoy extraordi- 
nary and minister plenipotentiary to his majesty the 
King of France. Sponge 
Geo Hopkins, of Virginia, Charge d’Affai- 
res of the United States to the Queen of Portugal. 
MAJOR GENERALS. 
Thomas Hart Benton, of Missouri. 
Wm. Cumming, of Georgia. 
Brigadier General Worth to be major general by 
brevet. 
BRIGADIER GENERALS. 
Geo. Cadwallader, of Pennsylvania. 
Enos D. Hopping, of New York. 
Franklin Pierce, of New Hampshire. 





Tue Twenty Ninta Conaress, 

Will be memorable in the annals of this republic. 
It is yet too recent to do more than register its acts. 

Tue Seconp Session, was closed soon after mid- 
night of the Sdof March. A list of the acts and re- 
solutions which passed, will be found in this num- 
ber. 

Of the measures recommended by the President, 
ai those asking appropriations of money, and all of 
those asking for military or naval forces or supplies, 
WAVE BEEN PASSED,—with the single exception, we 
believe, of the authority to appoint a lieutenant or 
“commanding general,”—-with authority to super- 
cede the present commanders of the army. 

Amongst those grants, is the appropriation of 
THREE MILLIONS OF DOLLARS, secret service money, to be 
employed at the discretion of the president, in negoti- 
ating a treaty with Mexico, and which appropriation 
is without the ‘*Wilmot proviso,”—which proviso 
thesenate struck out of the bill sent to them by the 
house, and the house ultimately receded from, after 
ineffectual attempts to adjust the difference by two 
committees of conference—and after the house by a 
majority of votes had in committee of the whole de- 

ided still to adhere. Yet on the final question in the 

use, a Majority voted to recede and the bill passed. 
he act as passed and signed by the president is in- 
ried in this number. ‘The proceedings of each 
ouse, With the yeas and nays upon the most import- 


The annual appropriation bills, after much difficulty 
ithamendments to some of them, were all finally 
assed. 

The additional army bill—and the bill authorizing 
We appointment of additional army officers, both pas- 
ul. from the latter however the clause authoriz- 
g the president to appoint a general in chief, to 
percede all the army officers now in the field, was 
icken out, and the law is without that authority. 


The appointments to some of the principal officers 
Mer the new law, will be found under ‘‘Appoint- 
ils by the president”—the senate having remain- 
’ in executive session after the adjournment sine die 
the house of representatives, in order to act upon 
se and other nominations. Senator Benton it 
be seen, is appointed to be major general under 
Pact, and itis within the power of the president, by 
alling or elsewhere locating senior major gener- 
» Olavest him with the command of the army em- 
bed against Mexico. 
The act to provide for the building of four mail steam- 
MS; and the employment of twelve mail sleamers, fortu- 
ly passed both houses, and becomes a law. It is 
'Y way important. Wiil be inserted in our next 
Mer. The amount appropriated by the bill is 
ut $700,000. 
"ul whilst new officers, money and supplies have 
0 thus freely voted, immense appropriations made, 
loans authorized, on the one hand, all the re- 
‘Mendations of the president, and all precaution 
led, it would seem to us, by common prudence, 










venue, whereupon to enable the treasurer to obtain 
the money necessary to meet these and similar future 
appropriations, have utterly failed! Notone dollar of 
additional revenue has been provided. The duty upon, 
tea and coffee was negatived. The bill which pro- 
posed to modify the tariff of 1846, by adding what 
was termed “‘war duties,” in addition to the duties 
levied in the law for common revenue purposes, was 
rejected by a large majority in the house of represen- 
tatives, where it originated,—and no other project to 
aid the treasury was ever enlertained. 

The supplement to the sub-treasury bill, also failed.— 


church party openly preach rebellion, and have every 
where so stouily rasisted the act of congress levying 
upon their property, that the law is totally inoperative. 
All other means resorted to for raising money to car- 
ry on the war which have proved abortive. 





Vice PRESIDENT rRo TEM. Missouri is in luck.— 
One of her senators, Col. Benvon, the instant the ses- 
sion of congress terminated, was appointed to a ma- 
jor general’s command in the army. The,other, sens- 
tor Davin R. Arcruson, had the same night succeed- 





After a brief but very spirited debate upon the bill, it; 
passed the house by the process of the previons ques- 
tion—but in such a form as to be unacceptable, or so | 
late, as to afford the senate no time whatever for its | 
consideration. A motion to suspend the rule in or- 
der to take up the bill at so late an hour, was negati- 
ved by a decided majority. 

The tatal amount of appropriations voted this ses- 
sion is said to exceed sixty millions of dollars. 

The Oregon territorial government bill, and the Mine- 
sota territorial bill, both failed. | 

The River and harbor bill, like its more formidable 
predecessor of last session, passed both houses, but 
like that also failed of obtaining the president’s signa- 
ture. In this instance if we mistake not the bill was 
so framed, or was intended so to be, as to obviate the 
objections which the president urged in his veto of the 
former bill, that is by leaving out all such appropria- 
tious as came within thescope of his objections. The 
president in this case has followed the example of 
president Jackson in the case of a celebrated internal 
improvement bill, neither approving nor vetoing the 
bill—but retaining it. 
The bill for the purchase of the papers of Alexan- 
der Hamilton, which passed the senate, was not final- 
ly acted upon in the house. 
The bill for the purchase of the papers of James 
Mapison, which had also passed the senate, was on 
the very eve beyond doubt of passing the house also, 
when the committee that had waited upon the president 
to suggest closing the session, returned, reported, and 
the speaker adjourned the house sine die. 
The bill for the relief of the heirs of Commodore Joun 
Pav Jones, was still a harder case. After undergo- 
ing a warm discussion in each house, and being very 
materially amended iu its progress, the bill finally 
passed both houses, was sent to the president and it was 
supposed was signed and became a law. The bill 
was subsequently found upon the floor, without the 
president’s signature, and has thus accidentally failed; 
making as we understand, a difference to the claimants 
of about $250,000. 
The bill for the relief of the sufferers of Ireland—which 
after an interesting debate, passed the senate by a 
decided majority, appropriating HALF A MILLION OF 
DOLLaRs to be applied by the president in behalf of 
the people of the United States to relieve the Irish 
people, suffering by famine, was by the house, refer- 
red to the committee on ways and means, of which 
Mr. McKay was chairman. The commitiee contra- 





ed to the vice president’s chair, as vice president pro 
fem, a situation under many circumstances, of very 
high responsibility. 





Grorce W. Hopkins, Esq. of Virginia, is to sue- 
ceed Abrahain Rencher, charge d’Affaires to Portu- 
gal. 








TWENTY-NINTH CONGRESS, 


SECOND SESSION, 











SENATE. 

Frbruvry 25. Relief to Ireland and Scotland—Mr. 
Fairfield. from the naval committee, reported a joint 
resolution, authorizing the secretary of the navy to 
place at the disposal of captain de Kay, the U. S. 
ship Macedonian, for the purpose of transporting to 
the famishing Irish and Scotch, such contributions 
as may be obtained for their relief, and appropriating 
$6,000 for repairing and fitting said vessel for sea. 

Read twice and postponed till to-morrow. 

Leslie Coombs. Mr. Westcott, from the judiciaay 
committee, to which was referred the memorial of 
of Leslie Coombs, made a report accompanied bya 
resolution, requesting the secretary of the treasury 
to transmit to the president a copy of the memorial 
and papers of Leslie Coombs, praying payment by 
by the U. S. of certain securities issued hy the late 
republic of Texas. Also, that the said papers be re- 
ferred to the attorney general and secretary of the 
treasury, who are directed te obtain full information 
as to said case, and to report thereon to the senate 
at the next session. ; 

The civil and diplomatic appropriation bill was 
resumes. Mr. Berrien moved an amendment provi- 

ding for a custom house at Savannah. 

Mr. Calhoun moved to amend the amendment by 
providing a custom house at Charleston. 

Mr. Berrien accepted this as a modification, when 
the amendment was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Alen the bill was also amended 
by appropriating $6000 for a painting for the vacant 
panel in the Rotundo of the capitol, to be executed 
by Powell. 

Mr. Cameron moved to amend by adding a clause 
directing the secretary of the treasury to pay to 
Ritchie & Heiss the amount deducted from their 
accounts, by the committee of the two houses, for 
public printing prior to the passage of the law fixing 
the rate of compensation. 

After some debate, in which Messrs. Cameron, 
Huntington, Westcott, J. M. Clayton, Calhoun, Colquitt 


and others took part, the bill was postponed till to- 
morrow. 





ry to parliamentary law, retained the bill, without 
obeying the order to act upon and report. Repeated 
attempts were made to compel action,—or to dis- | 
charge the committee from further consideration of 
the bill, but they were all voted down. Upon a mo-| 


tion of Mr. Wentworth during the last night of the | 
session, understood to be a test vote, to suspend the | 
rules to enable him to make a final call upon the | 
committee to report the bill, the yeas and nays stood | 
ayes 53, nays 101. | 
Mexico. A letter dated U. S. squadron off Anton | 
Lizardo Feb. 2, 1847, represents the condition of af- | 
fairs at the Mexican capital as in the last degree of | 
disorder. The members of the cabinet one after an- | 
other, are compelled by difficulties to resign their sta- | 
tions. Only one it is said was officiating,—and his | 
resignation is subsequently announced though appoin- 
ted but the week before. Gomez Farias, the vice 
president, was exerting his authority manfully, but 








“Mlaining the national credit by an adequate re- 
Vol. AXE. sic 1. 


against odds which he cannot long maintain. The | 


The three million bili was then taken up. 
Mr. Davis of Mass. took the floor and addressed 


| the senate at length. 


Mrs Madison. The bill for the purchase of the 
Madison papers, was urged with earnestness by Mr. 
“Archer, aud opposed by Mr. Benton, and then passed. 

A bill was also passed for the relief of the widow 
of Captain McCrea, who served for forty years in 


the army, and who was wounded in the public ser— 


vice. The bill was urged by Mr. Evans and opposed 
by Mr. Ashley, and Searedots to 16. a 
Fesruary 26. Relief to Ireland end Scotland. Mr. 
Crittenden, said he came this morning to discharge 
what le considered a duty devolved upon him as a 
representative of the people of the U. S. in the sen- 
ate. The calamity under which the people of lre- 
land & Scotiand were now laboring was anact of 
Providence. It was one which was not the result of 
any idleness or folly on their part. It was unneces- 
sary to describe it—it was known to the whole 
world. Was it any business of ours to assist these suf- 
fering people? Wasit any duty of ours? He thought 
it was, and he had framed a bill to meet the case. — 
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Mr. C. said his bill was nearly a copy of a law of 
of 8th May, 1812, appropriating 50.000 dollars for 
the relief of the people of Venezuela. He had ex- 
amined the journals and found that that bill was in- 
troduced into the house of representatives, and that 
Nathaniel Macon was the organ of the committee 
that reported it. Mr. Macon was known in his day 
as the “‘watchman of the constitution.”” Mr. Calhoun 
apd Mr. Randolph were members of that house at 
that tine, and the bill was passed with a unanimous 
vote, and as far as appears from the journal, there 
was but one voice upon it in the senate. What was 
the occasion which called for our benevolence at 
that time? It was anearthquake. The people of 
Venezuela were tous asa different race. They 
were strangers to us, and from no impulse but that 
of common humanity we had extended relief to them. 
How much stronger were the claims upon us in the 
present instance. Mr.C. saida large portion of our 
own population were descendnts from Irish and 
Scotch progenitors and of the country whose people 
he now proposed to relieve. Kvery day they were 
coming to ourshores. lt was therefore not merely the 
obligation of humanity, but kindred ties, which bound 
us tothe act. As men and christians we were bound to 
furnish relief. What had all our abundance been 
given tous for? Was not he to whom much was 
given to be accountable for much? He thought so. 
The very abundance with which we were biessed 
carried along with it an obligation to spare of that 
abundance to our suffering brethren. As to any 
constitutional objection, Mr. C. said he did not be- 
lieve that our constitution had been set up against 
the law of religion—that it undertook to repeal that 
high law—the law of the King of Kings. No! no 
such thought as that ever entered into the hearts 
of those who framed that instrument. But there 
were other considerations almost as high and almost 
as sacred as those to which he had adverted. Could 
any one thing be more sublime than to see one na- 
tion holding out its hands to succor a brother nation 
in distress. 


After other remarks, Mr. C. submitted his bill as 
follows: 

A bill to provide some relief for the suffering poor 
of Ireland and Scotland. 

Be it enacted, &c. That the president of the U.S. 
be, and he is hereby authorized, to cause to be pur- 
chased such provisions as he may deem suitable and 
proper, and to cause the same lo be transported and 
tendered in the name of the government of the U. Ss. 
to that of Great Britain, for the relief of the people 
of Ireland and Scotland, suffering from the great ca- 
lamity of scarcity and famine. 

Sec. 2. And be it furihcr enaeted, That the sum of 
$500,000 be and the same is hereby appropriated, o.t 
of any money in the treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated, to carry into eflect this act. 

Sec. 3. And be tt further enacted, That the presi- 
dent of the U.S. be and he is authorized at his dis- 
cretion, to employ any of the public stiups of the U. 
S. for the transportativn of the provisions to be pur- 
chased as aforesaid. 

Mr. J. M. Clayton moved that the bill be read a 
second and third time and passed. If any apology 
were needed for his saying a word or two, it would 
be found in the resolutions of the legislature of his 
state instructing her senators to urge such a meas- 
ure. He responded to the sentimeuts of those reso- 
Jutions with all his heart. 

Mr. Cass said the senator from Kentucky had ex- 

ressed the sentiments which he felt; and advocated 
the bill at some length. 

Mr. Niles said he teit as much as any one for the 
suffering of the people oi Ireland, and had no objec. 
tion to private measures for the relief tu any exieuat, 
but he could not consent to establish such a prece- 
dent as would be set by the passage 01 this bill. 

After a word or two from Mr. Bagby the bill was 
postponed, on his motion, until lo morrow, 

The civil and diplomatic appropriation bill waa taken 
up, and the amendment to pay Ritchie & Heiss was 
agreed to, alter a long devate. Yeus 25, nays 21. 
The bili from the house to extend the franking pri- 
vilege was reported from the post office commitice, 
ane passed. 

‘The amendment of the house to the mineral land 
bill was concurred in. 

The three mitlion bill was then taken up. 

Mr. Hannegan addressed the senate at length. 

Mr. Calhoun was dispused to call up his resolutions 
but 

The civil and diplomatic bill was resumed, and a 
large numter of amendments added to the bill. 

The senate adjourned without fiual action upon the 
bill, and with au amendment pending for the pay- 
ment of claims of ‘lexas against the Uusted States. 

Fepruary 27, ‘Te bill for the reief of the heirs 
of Jouu Paul Jones was taken up and the amend- 
ment of the house to the same agreed to. 

















The bil) from the house to increase the Marine 
corps was taken up and passed. 

The Jowa and Wisconsin appropriation bill was 
taken up and the senate receded from its own amend- 
ment to which the house had dissented. 

The military academy bill was taken up and the 
senate insisted on its amendment to the same. 

The post office bill was taken up, and the amend- 
ment of the house, allowing postmasters to publish 
lists of letters in newspapers withont :egard to their 
circulation, was strieken out by a vote of 24 to 21. 

A motion was made to take up the land graduation 
bill. Yeas 17, nays 24. 

The general and diplomatic appropriation bill 
was taken upand considered. The item to indemni- 
fy Capt. Schnevly of Texas for goods taken from 
certain traders on the frontier, was cut down from 
$70 in the bill to $30, and the discretion whether or 
not to pay over the money left with the president — 
The item to pay Ritchie & Heiss the balance which 
they claim for public printing, was adopted. The 
vote standing 22 to 22, the vice president gave the 
casting vote in the affirmative. The bill was read 
a third time and passed. 

The three million bill was taken up. 

Mr. Niles spoke on it at great length. 

After he had concluded, Mr. Clayton said he desi 
red to address the senate on the subject, and moved 
that the bill be postponed till Monday. 

A discussion ensued on this motion, which at 
length prevailed—yeas 27, nays 22. 

Mr. Crittenden moved to take up the bill to pre- 
vide some relief for the suffering poor of Ireland and 
Scotland; which motion was agreed to. 

The bill was amended by Mr. Crittenden so as to 
strike out the word *‘government,” and inseit *‘people 
of the United States,” 

A long debate ensued, in which Messrs. Butler, 
Bagby, Calhoun, Webster, Westcott, Mason, and others 
participated. 

Mr. Mason moved a substitute for the bill, which 
was, in effect, to authorize the president to employ 
public ships in transporting, free of charge, the pro 
visions raised by the people of the United States.— 
The motion, after some further debate by Messrs. 
Dayton, Calhoun, Fairfield, Cameron, and others, was 
rejected—yeas 17, nays 24. 

Tie bill was then ordered to a third reading by a 
vote of 27 yeas to 13 nays, and was finally read a 
third time and passed. The bill is as follows: 

Be it enacted, &e., That the president of the United 
United States, be, and he hereby is, authorized to 
cause to be purchased such provisions as he may 
deem suitable and proper, and to cause the same to 
be transported and tendered, in the name of the 
people of the U. S., to that of Great Britain, for the 
relief of the zeople of Ireland and Scotland, suffering 
from the great calamity of scarcity and famine. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the sum of 
$500,000 be and the same is hereby appropriated, tu 
carry into effect this act. 


Sec. 3. 4nd be tt further enacted, That the presi- 
vent of the United States be and he is hereby author- 
ized, at his discretion, to employ any of the public 
ships of the United States for the transportation of 
provisions to be purchased as aforesaid. 

The following wete the yeas and nays on its pas- 
sage. 

YEAS—Meessrs. Allen, Atchison, Berrien, Breese, 
Calhoun, Cameron, Cass, John M. Clayton, Corwin, 
Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Evans, Greene, Hannegan, 
Houston, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson, of Md. John- 
son of La.. Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Simmuns, 
Soule, Sturgeon, and Webster--27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Badger. Bagby Butler, 
Chaliners, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Mason, Niles, ‘T'ur- 
ney, Westcott and Yulee—13. 

Al a late hour the senate proceeded to the consid- 
eration of executive business, aud after some time 
spent therein, adjourved. 


Marcu]. Mr. Archer presented the credentials 
of the Hon. R. M. Hunter, elected to succeed him as 
senator from Virginia, for six years from the 4th 
Marck next. 

Mr Sevier moved to take a recess to day, from 4 
until 6 o’clock, which was agreed to. 

Mr. Badger, from the military committee, reported 
back the juint resolution of thanks to General ‘T'ay- 
lor, bis officers and men, with amendments to the 
house awendments, which were adopted, and the 
resolution was passed and sent to the house for con- 
currence. 

‘The committee on military affairs reported back 
the bill to organize the ten regiments and provide for 
the appointment of general officers, &c. with sundry 
amendments to the amendments of the house; 
among them one striking oul the section authorizing 
the presicent lo appoint a major general to the chiel 


ee 


anes - — 
Mr. Dix gave notice that he would call up the bij! 
to-day or to-morrow. 

Mr. Davis, from the committee on commerce 
reported back the light house bill without amenq’ 
ment. Passed and returned to the house. : 

The same committee reported back the house }j}) 
for the relief of the bank of the metropolis withoy 
amendment, and it was read a third time and pas. 
sed. 

The post office committee reported back the Post 
route bill with sundry amendments, which werg 
agreed to. Numerous other amendments were adop. 
ted; among them one providing for a mail to and 
from Oregon, and another providing for a mail to 
and from the army. The bill was passed. 

The committee on territories reported the house 
bill for the establishment of the territory of Mineso. 
to, without amendment. 

The committee on military affairs reported back 
the joint resolution for the re-payment of advances 
made by the states for the subsistence and transporta. 
tion of volunteers previous to their being received 
into service, without amendment. An amendment 
was adopted te re-pay advances made by individuals 
acling under orders from States. The resolution 
then passed. 

The house bill to extend the charter of the Union 
bank of Georgetown, was reported from the district 
committee and passed. 

The three million bill was taken up, and Mr. J. .¥. 
Clayton made a speech maintaining the unconstity. 
tionality of the appropriation, and that Mr Jef. 
ferson himself considered the appropriation of g 
similar kind made under his administration to be yp. 
constitutional. Mr. C’s. speech occupied the senate 
until nearly four o’clock. 

Mr. Pearce of Md. said he had some few reniarks 
to make upon the bill, and but few, as the senator 

from Delaware had anticipated much he intended to 
say. 

The senate after some unimportant business took 
a recess until six o’clock. 

After recess—the senate met again at 6 o’clock. 


Marine corps The senate made amendments to 
this bill and the house concurred, by which the boun 
ty is omitted and the staff divided. The bill adds 
one thousand men to the rank and file of the army 
besides the officers, which is the necessary. number 
for the increase of the corps, 

The house bill to punish piracy in certain cases, 
was passed. 

The three million bill was taken up. 

Mr. Pearce spoke briefly, pointing out the errors, 
in Mr. Soule’s history of Texas, as set forth is his 
speech. Mr. P. was opposed to the prosecution of 
the war for conquest, and should vole against the 
bill. 

Mr. Dix followed, and expressed himself in favor 
of the acquisition of California, and went at some 
length muito the Slavery question, defending the nurth 
from Mr. Calnoun’s charge of weggiessive policy, 

Messrs. Butler wud Colquitt replied to Mr. Dix with 
great animation. 

Mr. Dayton answered. 
in defence vl slavery. 

Mr. Cass wihdrew his amendment. 

The vote was then taken on Mr. Berricn’s amend: 
ment, and it was rejected by the following vote. 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Badger, Berrien, Cilley, 
Thomas Clayton, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Critten* 
dep, Davis, Dayton, Evans, Greene, Huntington, 
Jarvagin, Juhuson of Md., Mangum, Miller, More 
bead, Pearce, Phelps, Simmons. Uptiam, Webster, 
W oodbridge—24, 

NAYS--Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Ather 
ton, Bagby, Benton, Breese, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, 
Cass, Chalmers, Culguitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, 
Hanvegan, Houstun, Jotinson of La. Lewis, Maso 
Niles, Rusk, Sevier, Soule, Sturgeon, Turney, Wes 
coll, Yulee—Q9. 

Mr. Johnson of Louisiana moved, as an ament 
ment to the joint resolution, those which passed Wie 
hovse at the last session of congress. As an amen: 
ment to this, Mr. Upham, of Vt. moved in substance 
the Wilmot proviso. | 

Mr. Cass vpposed, and was replied to by Mr. Mile 
ler of N. J. 


Mr. Cameron of Pa. announced that he should have 
voted for the Wilmot proviso at the last session © 
congress. (Merrimentio the hall at this.) 

Mr. Cass ajso excused the vole he was about 


Mr. Westcolt responded, 


so a8 to vole jor them. 
Me. Dickinson did the same. ul 
Mr. Johnson of Louisiana made a compress 
speech upon the constitutional question growing ov 





of the Wilwot proviso, and upon the poiitical ques 


Cotiband of the army Curing the war, without re-| tious growing oul of slavery. 


gard to the date of his commission. 


About midnight the vote was taken upon the pends 


give, and explained the instructions of his legislature | 
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the bil! [| ave ‘i 3 i 7 
merce ing question—the Wilmot proviso—and it was re- ministration to stand by him in his attempt to defeat | Soule, Upham, Webster, Westcott, Woodbridge, and 
? cted, yeas 21, nays 3], as follows: it. He charged that it was concocted by the same ; Yulee—26. 


— e yEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Cameron, Cilley, 
M. Clayton, Corwin, Davis, Dayton, Dix, 












porte age Fairfield; Greene, Huntington, Miller, Niles, 
ne me Phelps, el Sturgeon, Upham, Webster, and 
“9 bridge—21. 

“a Wook YS -Mesers. Archer, Ashley, Atchison, Bad- 

a Post et, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Breese, Bright, Butler, 

se ae Calhoun, Cass, Chalmers, Calquitt, Crittendeu, Dick- 

+ aa inson, Hannegan, Houston, Jarnagin, Johnson, of 

mail r Md. Johnson of La., Lewis, Mangum, Mason, More- 
. head, Pearce, Rusk, Sevier, Soule, Turney, and 

e house esteott—-31. ’ 

Minese. The bill, at 20 minutes to two o’clock, A. M., 

March 2d) was then passed as follows: 

ted back yEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashiey, Atchison, Atherton, 

wituunes jagby, Benton, Breese, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, 

ansporta ass, Chalmers, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, 

seanibad annegan, Houston, Johnson of La. Lewis, Mason, 

béadlied . precoated Soule, Sturgeon, Turney, West- 

_ ott, a ulee—J. 

esse NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Badger, Berrien, Camer- 
” », Cilley, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, 

the Usin davis, Dayton, Evans, Greene, Huntington, Jarna- 

he district in, Johnson of Md. Mangum, Miller, Morehead, 

| bearce, Phelps, Simmons, Upham, Webster and 

Mr. JM oodbridge—24. 

shoontttie, Marcu 2. The billto amend the act to provide 

t Mr Jef. ompensation for horses lost or destroyed in the 

sien of & jlitary service, was passed. 

n to be un- i ng es the rrenerna eed of conference on 

e West Point appropriation bill, made a 

| the senate ch wee sdopted se , report 

CSRS, Mr. Chalmers presented the credentials of the 

he senator (geet: Henry Stewart Foote, Senator from Mississippi 


six years from the 4th March, 1847. 

The joint resolution to authorize the secretary of 
navy toplace the U. S. ship Macedonian at the 
posal of Capt. Geo. C. DeKay, was amended by 
ding the ship Jamestown to ve placed atthe dis- 


intended to 














ysiness took 


’ 
a al of Capt. R. B. Forbes, of Boston, both for the 
ndments to rpose of conveying provisions to the suffering poor 
ch the boun- Ireland, and was passed; yeas 21, nays 14. 
e bill adds Mr. Niles, from the committee of conference on 
f the army post office appropriation bill,made a report which 
ary. nusnber adopted. 


Ir. Hannegan called up the resolution offered by 
hon Thursday, authorizing and directing the sec- 
ry of the senate to contract with Dr. James A. 
stor, 10 furnish full and accurate reports of the 
eedings anc debates of the senate daily during 
hext congress, and have the same printed and 
ished to the members of the senate. 
t. Johnson, of Md., moved to amend the resolu- 
» Providing that the reports shall be given to 
aself in favor i of the city papers as will agree to publish them. 
yent at some Hannegan accepted the amendment as a modifi- 
jing the norlh DD. 
essive policy. t. Benton opposed the resolution and attacked 
Me. Dix with Hannegan, for the bungling manner in which he 
drawn up his proposition. 
'. Benton then moved a proviso, that no money 
id be paid until the work was completed. Lost, 
15, nays 28. 
. Benton then moved an amendmeut to require 
ouston to prove himself to be a citizen of the 
- by birth or naturalization, before any contract 
Id ve made with him. Lost, yeas 8 nays 26. 
: Benton then moved an amendment previding 
lhe daily papers of the city should have the 
‘ of publishing the reports. Lost, yeas 13, 


ertain cases, 


t the errors, 
forth ti hus 
osecution of 
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tt responded, 


rrien’s amend: 
ving vole. 

errien, Cilley, 
yrwin, Crittea* 
, Huntingtos, 
Milter, More 
ham, Webster, 


Benton said he intended to offer another amend- 
Baud as the senate was getting thin it might be 
“ary to send the sergeant at arms for the absen- 


tchison, Ather 
utler, Calhouty 
Dix, Fairfield, 
Lewis, Maso) 


Turney, Wes ‘Johnson, of Md., made some remarks upon 


apes course of the senator from Mis- 
hs e pertinacious allempis, with a full know- 
& majority of the senate were in favor of 
5 to deieat it. He had already consum- 
Rare ae valuable time in offering amend- 
“* a for the yeas and nays upon them, 
a ou the measures connected with the pro- 
he the war shouid fail in consequence of this 
4 Ordinary waste of time by the senator from 
» Upon his own head, before the senate and 
| 1 Country, would ali the responsibility rest. 
Surse of conduct he had never before wit- 
n the senate, 
hime rejoined and said the senator from Ma- 
. techie coetructed business by making speech- 
Mera mers was designed to establish a news- 
bn ade abuse the administration, and he would 
oe ance infamy upon it with a hot iron.— 
so unced the resojution as a schewe to plun- 
Olingent fund of the senate, to establish a 


as al ament 
nich passed We 
As an amend: 
ed in substance 


to by Mr. sik 


1 he should have 
last session & 


was about 
{ his legirialult 


ea comprestl 
ron grow lng a 
e puiitical que 


» upon the pen 


parties, or some of them, at least, who were concern- 
ed in the famous letter giving orders to denounce 
him (Mr. Benton) which he read the other day in the 
senate. 

Mr. Hannegan said the senator from Missouri 


knew his kind feelings towards him, and his desire | 


to cherish such feelings—but he did not like the ap- 
plication of such terms as ‘plunder’? and ‘‘robbe- 
ra peplied to a measure which he had brought for- 
ward. 

[Mr. Benton explained that it was not to him, but 
to the newspaper he had alluded.] 

Mr. H. did not know how the sun might set to- 
night, but when he‘left that chamber last night, 
there was no man whom he would sooner see in the 
presidential chair than the senator from Missouri. 

Mr. Benton said he wouldn't. 

Mr. Hannegan remarked that that was probably 
the modesty only of the senator from Missouri.— 
Ceesar thrice rejected the crown when offered to him 
by Mark Antony. 

Mr. Benton said his whole line of conduct upon 
that floor showed that he never in his life had bow- 
ed, cringed, or humbled himself to any man upon 
God Almighty’s earth to obtain his favor for any 
office whatever! The senator from Indiana had pur- 
sued a course which he could not approve in this 
matter. Whatever might be their personal friend- 
ships, a barrier was forever placed between them 
politically. 

Mr. Hannegan briefly and tartly rejoined, and ask- 
ed if the senator from Missouri believed there was 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Benton, 
Breese, Bright, Cameron, Cass, Corwin, Dickinson, 
Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Houston, Johnson, of La, 
Niles, Sturgeon, and Turney—18. 

Mr. Davis moved to proceed to the consideration 
of the river and harbor bill. 

Mr. Bagby hoped the bill would not be taken up, 
but by yeas 32, nays 9, the bill was taken up in coms 


Mr. Bagby spoke briefly against the bill, and moved 
to strike out the appropriation for the Ohio river be- 
low the falls, as a test question. The motion was 
negatived—yeas 6, nays 38. 

The bill was then read a third time and passed. 

Reporters —Mr. Hannegan moved to take up for a 
third reading the resolution submitted by him in res 
lation to the contract fur reporting the speeches and 
proceedings of the senate. 

The resolution having been read a third time, the 
question was upon ils passage. 

Mr. Turney opposed the resolution at some length, 
repeating the eharge that the design of it was to es- 
tablish a political paper in opposition to the. admin- 
istration. He moved to refer the resolution toa se- 
lect committee with power to send for persons and 
papers. 

Mr. Webster said the motion would be entirely nu- 
gatory. If the senator did not approve of the reso- 
lution he could vote against it. - 

Mr. Bagby was opposed to the resolution. He was 
satisfied that it was designed to cover some deep poy 
litical scheme. 





aman living who knew the senator, that ever sus- 
body where self was not at the bottom? 


a recess until 6 o'clock. 
Evening Session. Thesenate met at6p. m. and after 


to 19 nays. 
took up the bill from the house for the admission of 
time and passed. 


meree, reported the bill from the house to establish 


read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Evans, a committee of confe- | 
rence was appointed on the part of the senate on the 
disagreeing votes of the two houses on the civil and 
diplomatic appropriation bill. 

Army officers—The senate then took a bill to au- 
thorise the appointment of general officers and for 
other purposes, and concurred in the amendments 
made thereto by the committee on military affairs, 
the principal of which was the striking out of the} 
clause authorising the appointment of a commander | 
in chief of the army. 

On motion of Mr. Webster, the senate then pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill from the 
house for the reduction of the costs and expenses of 
proceeding in admiralty against ships and vessels. 

After a brief debate, in which Messrs. Webster, 
Fairfield, Dickinson, Westcott, Mason, Berrien, and 
others participated, the bill was amended, read a 
third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Dix, the senate proceeded to the 
consideration of executive business, and after 12 P. 


pected him of harboring private friendship for any | 





M., adjourned. 


Marcu 3—Mr. Sevier moved that a recess be| 
taken from 4 until 6 o’clock, agreed to. 

The bill to establish a port of entry at Bangor, | 
Maine, was passed. 

Three million bill.—Mr. Sevier, from the committee | 
on foreign relations, reported the 3,000,000 bill frou | 
the house, amended so as to conform to the bill pass- | 
ed by the senate on Monday night, and gave notice 
that he should call it up at one o’clock. [This was 
rendered unnecessary afterwards by the action of the 
house on the senate bill.) 

The bill to establish a territorial government in 
Oregon, was called up by Mr. fllen. 

Mr. Evans said it was impossible that bill could 
pass at this session, and he believed the people of 
Oregon could govern themselves for a while much 
bettcr than the federal government could govern 
them. Mr. E. moved to lay the bill upon the table. 
Rejected. After further debate the bil! was laid on 
the table by the following vote: 

YEAS—iessrs. Archer, Badger, Bagby, Berrien, 
Butler, Cilley, J. M. Clayton, Davis, Evans, Greene, 





+4 Press to denounce and oppose the admin- 
aud he calied upon the friends of the ad-, 


Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson, of Md., Mangum, 
Mason, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Rusk, Simmeus, 





Mr. Hannegan said the resolution had been brought 
forward by himself without consultation with any 
human being, save the gentieman who was named 


The discussion here stopped, and the senate took | in it, (Dr. Houston.) ‘here was nothing in. it but 
| what appeared upon the face of it, and if the sena- 


tor from Alabama meant to impute any designs to 


a protracted discussion on the resolutions relating to | him, after what he (Mr. H.) had stated yesterday, 
the reporting of the debates of the senate by con- | he had only to say that he shamed the seat he occu- 
tract, which lasted until near 10 o’clock, the resolu- 
tion was ordered to be engrossed by a vote of 27 yeas | 
| seat, it was only on account of its proximity to that 
Wisconsin—On motion of Mr. Breese, the senate | of the senator from Indiana. 

Wisconsin into the Union, and it was read a third | 
' lect committee was negatived, 16 to 28, and the re- 


Saluria—Mr. Dix, from the committee on com | solution passed without a division. 


pied. 
Mr. Bagby replied, and said that if he shamed his 


After some debate in which Messrs. Westcott, Bul- 
ler and Benton took part, the motion to refer to a se- 


The 17th joint rule which prohibits the presentation 


a port of entry at Saluria, in the State of Texas, and | of the bilis to the president for his signature, on the 
for other purposes, without amendment. The bill was last day of the session, was suspended. 


Treaties. —The bill from the house to carry into 
effect certain provisions in treaties with China and 
the Ottoman Porte, and to confer judicial powers 
upon ministers and consuls in thosé countries, was 
taken up, and after debate was laid on the table. 

Minnesota territory— The bill to establish the terri- 
tory of Minnesota was taken up; and, after discus- 
sion, in which Messrs. Ashley, Evans, Huntington, and 
others participated, the bill, on motion of Mr. Hun.- 
tington, was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Bright, the senate proceeded to 
the consideration of the bill relinquishing to the eity 
of Madison, in the state of Indiana, all the right and 
title of United States to a certain strip of unsurvey- 
ed Jand lying within the limits of said city, and bor- 
dering on the Ohio river; which bill was by unani- 
mous consent read a third time and passed. 

Treaties—The bill to regulate the trade and inter- 
course which China was taken up; and, after a brief 
colloquy, in which Messrs. Ashley, Huntington, and 
Webster participated, it was, on motion of the latter, 
postponed until next congress. 

Resolutions were submitted by Mr. Benton relating 
to the resolution concerning dese Be by Mr. 
Allen in relation to the restoration of Mr. Ritchie to 
his privileged seat on the floor. Both being objected 
to, they lie over under the rule. 

Ov motion of Mr. Sevier, the senate proceeded to 
the consideration of executive business, and remain- 
ed therein up to the time for taking a recess. 

Evening Session—Sub-Treasury bull. The bill from 
the house modilying the sub-treasury act was receiv- 
ed, with information that the house had suspended 
the 1fth joint rule. Mr. Sevier moved that the 16th 
joint rule ve suspended, in order to allow the bill to 
be taken up. 


Mr. Badger hoped the rule would not be sus- 
pended. Here was a bill brought in: at a late hour 
on the last day of the session, when there had 
been ample time to have sent it in at a much earlier 
date. 

Mr. Sevier thought it would be discourteous to the 
bouse not to suspend the rule wheo-that body had 
asked it. Lk 3 

The question was taken and decided in the affir- 
mative—ayes 23, noes 13. aE 

The bill was read a first time by its title, and on 
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the question, ‘‘shall the bill have a second reading?” 
it was objected to under the rule. 

Army officers.—Mr. Diz, from. the committee of 
conference on the part of the senate on the disagree- 
ing votes of the two house on the amendment to the 
bill to appoint general officers, made a report on 
the same; and on the question, ‘‘will the senate con- 
cur, in the report?” it was decided in the negative. 

Mr. Archer mayed that another cominittee of con- 
ference be appointed by the chair, and that he an- 
nonce the names. The motion wes agreed to. 

The Vice President named Messrs. Dix, Evans, and 
Badger. 

r. Evans, on the part of the committee of con- 
ference on the disagreeing votes to the amendments 
on the bill making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the government, made a re- 
port thereon; which report was concurred in. 

The joint resolution to authorise the president of 
the United States to employ public vessels to trans- 
port food to the suffering poor of Ireland and Scotland 
was taken up and passed. 

The amendment of the house to the bill for the 
relief of the heirs of John Paul Jones was concur- 
red in. 


to the date of his commission; (an attempt to make|c 
a lieutenant general in a new form). t 
Mr. Boyd wished to push this bill through at one. 
Mr. Davis asked for the printing of the amend- 
ments and for their reference to the committee of the 
whole. But, 

The previous question being called, was seconded 
by 94 to 76. ] 
Much and strenuous resistance was now made to 


out debate, which finally evertuated in a proposition 
from Mr. Boyd to go into committee of the whole 
upon the bill,—the debate upon which should con- 
tinue for two hours and a half, and the speeches be 
limited to thirty minutes each. 

Mr. Biggs, of N.C., was called to the chair, and 
the debate upon the section of Mr. Boyd was com- 
menced , the speeches being limited to 30 minutes. 
Mr. Davis opened the debate and was followed by 
Messrs. Brinkerhoff, Gentry, Sims, of S. C., Tredway, 
Newton, and Cocke. 

Several amendments were offered, intended as hils 
to Mr. Benton and the executive, and one by Mr. 
Cocke, of Tenn., declaring that congress was not to 
be understood by the passage of this act as sanction- 


The senate then took up the bill to authorize the 
construction of four naval steamships, and the amend- 
ments of the house were concurred in. 

The senate proceeded to consider the joint resolu- 
tion authorising the purchase of Jand for the use of 
the armory at Harper’s Ferry. Passed. 

A resolution was submitted by Mr. Crillenden, and | { 
adopted, authorising the assistant doorkeeper to con- 
vey the remains of the Jate Alexander Barrow 
to the state of Louisiana, when requested by his 
widow. 

A like resolution was submitted by Mr. Sevier, 
and adopted, authorising the conveyance of the re- 
mains of the late Mr. Pennybacker, of Virginia. 

The senate then took up the private calendar and 
passed every private bili that originated in the house, 
with the exception of that for the relief of David 
Myerle. 

After an executive session, the senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, Fes. 25.—The bill for the support of 
the post office department was considered in com- 
mittee of the whole and Jaid aside to be reported to 
the house. 
Patent laws—A bill reporied by Mr. Marsh, of Vt., 
in May last, amending the patent laws and designed 
for the better security of inventors, was then consi- 
dered in committee of the whole, and finally reported 
to the house and passed. 
The light house bill, was next considered in com- 
mittee of the whole. 
Mr. Thomasson, of Kentucky, proposed that money 
should be appropriated for a cordon of light houses 
upon the Mississippi, Ohio, and other rivers, to point 
out the snags in these rivers, and made a speech 
showing in brief the neglect which the rivers of the 
west had received from the general government.— 
He regretted that there was such a disposition as 
was manifest to expose the commerce of the west. 
He regretted that any one of his colleagues (alluding 
to Mr. Marlin, of Ky.) should be opposed to a bili 
necessary for the safety of the commerce of the 
country. 
Mr. Marlin said he regretted that any whig, and 
porticularly that any colleague should oppose the 
war with Mexico. 
Mr. Thomasson said he had voted for all the men, 
money, and supplies asked by the administration, and 
should do so again. He aid this while esteewing the 
war as unjust, unnecessary, wad odious, and if there 
was stronger language he would characterize his 
detestation of the war in stronger terms. 
The bill was finally laid over to be reported to the 
house, and in the house, pres ious to the adjournment, 
was passei—yeas 89, nays 63. 
Marine corps—The house took up the bill from the 
committee on naval affairs, for adding 1,000 men to 
the rank and file of the marine corps and ollicers in 
roportion, 
The bill was passed in committee and in the house 


with an amendment that the coi ps should be reduced | 


to its present numerical force at the close of the war 
with Mexico. 

The Indian appropriation bill was acted upon with 
the amendments of the senate and all agreed to, save 
one. ‘Whe house then adjourned. 

Frivay, Fes. 26.— The navy approp:iation bill, was 
reported; and a bill for the better organization of the 
Indian department, was taken up and passed. 

Army billi—Mr. Boyd, of Kentucky, reported the 
supplewental army bili from the senate with amend- 
ments, the most important being one giving the 
president power to appoint a major geveral, and 


ing the permission given to Santa Anna to return to 
Mexico. 
whom the president may choose to make his lieuten- 
ant general shall not be a member of congress.— 
Other amendments proposed that no member of 
congress should go to Mexico as an officer, and ano- 


go. All these were rejected, as well as all amend- 
ments but those emanating from the committee on 
military affairs. 


and the house upon the yeas and nays concurred, 
112 to 87. 


Another proposed that dhe major general 


her that no member of congress shall be compelled to 


The bill was reported to the house with the 
amendment proposing a major general agreed to, 


Other amendments were made and among them 
one striking out the section requiring the senate to 
confirm the appointments made by the president for 
paymasters. 
The previous question was finally moved upon the 
passage of the bill, and the bill was passed by nearly 
a party vole. Yeas 12], nays 75. 
Mr. McGaughey made a report from the committee 
on elections, which as a privileged question took pre- 
cedence, and the report, without being read, was laid 
upon the table. ‘The following are the resolutions: 
‘That Edward D. Baker has not been entitled to 
a seat asa member of the huuse of representetives 
since the acceptance and exercise by him of the mi- 
itary appointment of colonel of volunteers from the 
state of Illinois in the service of the United States. 
“That Thomas W. Newton is enutied to a seat as 
member of this house from the state of Arkansas.” 
The house adjourned. 


Saturpay, Fes. 27.—The committee of the whole 
was discharged from the further consideration of the 
the hill to carry into effect certain provisions in the 
treaties between the United States and China and 
the Otionan Porte, giving certain judicial powers to 
ministers and consuls of the United States, to try of- 
fences committed by American citizens. ‘The bill 
was then passed. 
‘The house now resolved itself into committee of 
the whole; and the 
Navy appropriation bill was then taken up. 
Mr. McKay moved that the amendment of the sen- 
ale, aulhorizing the appointmentol thirleen assistant 
surgeons be struck woul. 
Nir. Holmes, of S. Carolina, opposed ibe motion in 
a brief speech. 
Several other gentlemen advocated the amend- 
mentof the senate, and the question being taken, it 
was agreed to. 
Ap amendment, fixing the pay of pyrotechnist at 
the arsenal in Washington, was offered and on ita 
debate arose, in which several members took part. 
Mr. Slewarl made a few observations in regard to 
ihe operations of the tariff of 1846. He said the re- 
port of the treasury department showed that the re- 
venue for quurter ending the 3lst of December last, 


and coffee. 





conning | 
ommittee rose. The house concurred in some of 
he amendments and then passed the bill. 
Again the house went into committee of the Whole 

] 


Mr. Ficklin in the chair. 


Supplemental little tariff, or additional reveny, bill 


Mr. McKay, moved to take up the bill “to incregs 
the revenue derivable from duties on imports, shee 
from the sale of public lands to aid in 
tion of the war with Mexico.” 
this effort to drive the bill through its process with-| agreed to and the bill read through. 


the prose cS 
Which motion na 


Mr. Cocke moved to amend its first section so as t, 


make a provision to reduce the sadaries of a}| officers 
of government which exceed $1,000, and the pay of 
members of congress, to an amount of 25 per cen, 


This question was debated for some time, whey 


the committee rose, (great confusion Prevailing aj] 
the time,) and a resujution to end the debate ig 39 
minutes, was adopted. 
mittee again on the same bill. 
noise prevailing.) 


The house went into com, 
(Great uproar and 


The amendment to tax the salaries of office hojg, 


ers was ruled out of order. Mr Cocke appealed frog 
the chair’s decision, but the committee sustained the 
chair. 


Mr. Wentworth moved to strike out the tax on te, 
Motion lost—Yeas 92, nays 94. 
Mr. Carroll moved to strike out all alter the enact. 


ing clause, and insert that the tariff act of 1846 te J 
repealed, and that of 1842 be restored. 
Yeas 68, nays 108. ° 


Motion jost, 


Mr. Tibbatts moved to strike out tea and coffee gq 
insert 20 per cent. ad valorem additional duty op gjj 


other articles specified in the bill—which amend. 


ment the committee concurred in—yeas 93, nays 99, 
—([This was done simply to get a vole by yeas and 
nays, in the house, on taxing tea and coflee. | 

A great many amendments were subsequently of 
fered and disposed of. Mr. Hamlin moved a subsij. 
tute, it being the original bill so altered as to impose 
additional duties on silks, linens, spirits, wines, cor 
dials, woollen goods, worsted, did wool, but owi. 
ting the section which proposed to graduate the price 
of public lands. 

Mr. Wick moved toamend Mr. H’s substitute by 
adding the land section of the original bill, but ihe 
speaker having ruled Mr. W’s amendmeut out of or 
der, Mr, Hamlin then modified his amendment so a5 
to annex the said land section, but with the provio 
‘that the benefit of the reduction of the price ol the 
public Jands authorized by this act shail extend 
actual settlers and pre—emptors oniy ” 

Mr. Wentworth then moved to strike out the first 
section of the substitute as far as it applied to tea 
and coffee. Motion carried by 94 yeas to o3 nays, 
A motion was then made to strike out the land sec 
Lion of the substitute and agreed to by 114 yeas, noe 
not counted. 

The substitute thus amended was then agreedt 
and the committee rose and repoited the bill 
amended, being Mr. Hamlin’s substitute, but divested 
of tax on tea and coflee and of the section proposi 
to graduate the price of the pubiic lands, 

Mr. 4. Smith moved to lay the bill ow the table. 
Motion losi—yeas 78, nays 126. 

The vote was then taken on concurring in ther 
port of the committee of the whole, that ts to siti 
oul tax on tea and coffee, and the section which pn 
posed to graduate the price of the pubiic lands, 8 
was decided in the affirmative—yeas 105, nays! 

The question then came up, “Shall the dill, 
amended, pass?” and it was decided in the negali 
—yeas 68, nays 136. 

A mution to reconsider was then made, avd 
vole laid on tbe table. 

The house then adjourned. 


Monpay, Marcu 1.—Mr. Ellett, of Miss., 3 
and stated that be had voted m the negative 0 
question of agreeing to the substitute of Mr. Hanh 
as reported by the cotumittee of the whole on di 
day last. As his vote had not been recorded, 
error was now ordered to be rectified. 

Mr. Edsall’s vote, unrecoided, was ordered at! 
Wetworth’s suggestion to be recorded, Mr.. bit 
voted in the affirmative. 








was Dut $3,445,000! ‘This multiplied by four would 
show the amount of revenue the new tariff yields in a 
year! As for the proposed little tariff bil, recently 
reported, to tax tea and coflee, aud so forth, it would 
not yield enough to support the government more 
than tour days! 

| Mr. Bayly stated that the tariff of 1846 met the ex- 
pectations of its friends. 

Mr. Leake took similar ground. He said the reve- 
nue for December Jast, under the act of 1846, was 
six hundred thousand dollars more than the revenue 
of the corresponding month of 1845, under the tariff 
ol 1842. He haa been so informed at the treasury 
department. 

Mr. McKay confirmed the statement. 





piace. him in command of the army without regard 








Amendments were offered and voted on, when the 


Trish relief biil—‘S ne dill from the senate was 
‘ed up, and a motion made by dir. Jones, of Teo 
| lay st upon the table. Motion lost by yeas 79 4 
| 82. 

Mr. Levin, of Pa., moved that an amendmetl 
added, giving half a million of dollars to the# 
ing Americans who are poor. Ruled out ol 

‘The bill was then referred to the ways and ™ 
withvut instructions. 

The bill tor the relief of the heirs of Pavl/ 
was jaid upon the table. A motion was made ¥ 
consider and a further motion to lay the ques™ 
reconsideration upon the table. 

Mr. Bowlin, of Mo., isu proved the occas" 
muke a speech against the bill, and pronoul 
passage disgraceful to the house. 
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Mr. White, of N. Y.. replied, and the bill (amen: 


ded by the senate) was referred to the committee on 
claims. ; 

The bill amended by the senate, regulating the 
compensation to conntry post masters was then ta— 
ken up, and after action thereon was passed over. 

Mexican commission. A motion was made by Mr. 
Houston, of Alahama, to go into committee of the 
whole upon a joint resolution for the ascertainment 
of claims against the government of Mexico. After 
some earnest words between Mr. J. Ingersoll and 
Mr. Houston. The motion was rejected. 

A resolution proposing that each member be al- 
lowed twelve copies of the Congressional Globe at 
at the public expense, equal to an appropriation of 
$21,256 'o Blair & Rives for the long session and 

10,628 for the short session, each :nember al- 
jowed 12 copies, price $6 each, for the long session. 
and $3 for the short session, was carried by yeas 
78, nays 73. , 

Thanks to General Taylor. The house received 
from the senate, the joint ecsolution which has been 
for so long a time in transitu between the two houses. 
The senate propose ‘tasword with suitable devices 
instead of a gold medal,” and the same substitute is 
also proposed to the Major Generals, and Brigadiers 
General serving at Monterey. The senate substitute 
was adopted. | 

A bill was passed giving the assent of congress to 
a bill passed by the general assembly of Virginia, 
and allowing a toll upon vessels passing along James’ 
river—a company having been organized for the re- 
moval of obstructions in the river. 

Seven P. M. Mr. Winthrop, from the committee 
of ways and means, reported a bill to exempt philo- 
sophical apparatus from duty. A motion was made 
and carried to jay it on the table, 95 to 90. 

The house adjourned. 

Tuespay, Marcu 2. The house for some time 
was occupied debating the proposition to print a re- 
vised edition of the revenue and commercial laws of 
the United States and left it undisposed of. 

Post Office Bill; the conference committee on the 
post office bill made their report that the country 
post masters receiving $200 per anaum and under 
may have the privilege oi writing and receiving let- 
ters upon their own business, free. 


Civil and diplomatic bill—The house went into 
committee upon the senate amendments to the civil 
and diplomatic bill, and agreed to all the amend- 


ments for the new custom houses proposed in the se- | 


nate, and made appropriations for custom houses, in 
one form or another, at New Orleans, Charleston, 
Savannah, Eastport, Castine, Boston and other 
points, 

A debate arose upon the amendments for the dis- 
trict of Columbia,in the course of which, brief speech- 
es were made by Mr. Schenck of Ohio, Mr. McGaug- 
hey of Indiana, Mr. Roberts of Miss. and others, in 
reference to the Cumberland road, and works of 
public improvement. 

The devate was protracted to a late hour upon 
this question, and the appropriation for the bridge 
over the Potomac, was agreed to by a vote of 87 to 

The senate having agrecd to an appropriation for 
& painting for the vacant pannel of the rotundo, the 
house moved to strike out. As an ameudment to 
this, Mr. Chapman of Md. proposed that the subject 
of this next paimting shall be the landing of the pil- 
gtims in Maryland. Rejected. 

Mr. J. R. Ingersoll moved that the subject should 
be left open, aud this was rejected, and also various 
tubjects proposed by members. 

The amendment of the senate, after various mo 

lions to defeat it, and change it, was agreed to, and 
Wm. Powell of Ohio was selected and to receive six 
thousand dollars for the service. 

The appropriation of the senate of fifty thousand 
dollars to be paid by the government to the owners 
Spanish schooner L’Amistad, gave rise to 
debate. 

Mr. Giddings gave the facts and spoke in opposi- 
lon to the wppropriation, contending that the claim 


gr 28a Most unjust one, and that facts showed that 


Ruiz and Montez bad no just claims upon the gov- 
rment, 
Mr, Holmes replied to this, and thought the claim 
Most Just and equitable one. 

he debate ended here by resolution. 

aler in the day, when the amendment was before 
* committee and no discussion allowed, 
A '. ddams asked permission of the committee to 
Pi fe words upon the amendment. Leave was 
Peuely granted. Mr. A. said, had the secretary 
Bre ‘ examined the Amistad case he would never 
ar ritten the letter read during the debate by Mr. 
“ on The indemnity asked was for property, 
ach re was no property. The persons claimed as 

Were freemen, discharged freemen—freemen 
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sent home to Africa—men declared to he free by our 
courts. The Spanish government had made no de- 
mand for these men as property, but demanded them 
as assassins, and not as slaves. If assassins, they 
could not be property. having forfeited their lives by 
their crimes, and had they been delivered up they 
would have been sent to Cuba to be exeeuted. Mr. 
A. said that the letter of the secretary before con- 
gress this morning was very extraordinary, and seem 

ed to suppose that congress could not judge of the 
propriety of such an appropriation. The secretary 
had even gone beyond the Spanish government. His 
letter was a total perversion of the whole case.— 
There never had been a more groundless claim. God 
forbid that such a demand should ever be allowed. — 
Mr. A. was emphatic in the declaration that there 
was no foundation for these claims, and very earnest 
in his hope that the appropriation would not be 
‘made. The appropriation ($50,000) was then re- 
jected, yeas 28, nays 95. 

The senate amendment, giving extra compensation 
to Ritchie and Heiss, was agreed to by a vote of 91 
to 54 and the bill reported to the house. 

The house here at half past two, took a recess till 
five o’clock, and then having reassembled, and not 
being full, by general consent, some bills returned 
from the senate, were laid before them by the 
speaker. 

The bill from the senate to amend an act entitled 
‘fan act to raise for a limited time an additional mi- 
litary force, and for other purposes,’ was read a first 
and second time, and committed to the committee of 
the whole on the state of the Union. 

The three million bill.—The senate bill making fur- 





jther appropriations to bring the existing war with 


| Mexico to a speedy and honorable termination, was 
then laid before the house. 
Mr. Geo. S. Houston moved to refer it to a com- 
/miitee of the whole on the state of the Union. 
| Mr. McHenry moved to lay the bill on the table; 
| which was decided as follows: Yeas 81, nays 103. 
The bill was then referred to the committee of the 
| whole on the state of the Union. 
| The house proceeded to the consideration of the 
‘hill to amend an act entitled ‘tan act to carry into 
effect in the states of Alabama and Mississippi the 
existing compact with those states in regard to the 
five per cent. fund and the school reservations,” 
| with the amendments of the senate thereto; when the 
' senate amendments were read and concurred in. 
The senate bill to provide for the punishment of 
piracy in certain cases was read three times and 
| passed. 
| Three million bill—Mr. Boyd moved to take up the 
| three million bill. 
| Mr. Douglas, hoped the house would take the 
| question on the bill now, and then suspend the rule 
| which forbids bills 'o be sent to the president on the 
| last day of the session. [Cries of ‘no bargains.”] 
Every effort now to get the bill up however, was 
defeated, by members refusing to vote,and thus leav- 
ing the committee without a quorum. 
Several motions to adjourn, were rejected. 
Additional army officers. The house took up the 


the senate amendments having been read, and the 
question being on striking out the general in chief, 

Mr. McHenry, moved that the house recede irom 
its disagreement to this amendment. 

Mr. Boyd, moved that the house insist on its dis- 
agreement. The Chair ruled the motions to be 
equivalent to each other, and put the question first 
made, viz. will this house recede? 

Mr. McHenry, demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. Holmes, of South Carolina, went into a very 
‘animated and earnest speech in opposition to the fea- 
ture which the senate had stricken out. [le observ- 
ed that, ifany administration in England or on the 
continent had been sustained under all their dilficul- 
ties by such gallant battles as had lately occurred ov 
our southern frontier and in Mexico, the gratitude of 
the nation would have been commensurate with the 
extent of the kingdom. His opposition was animat 
ed by no personal opposition to any of the officers, 
or any regard to the question whether they were in 
the whig or democratic ranks; but he insisted that, 
if such a blow as this feature of the bill proposed to 
inflict upon their bonor should be perpetrated, it 
would be a blow at the spiril, the honor, and the vir- 
tue of the whole army. It was a blow which would 
ultimately recoil on every man who inflicted it not 
only, but upon every man in this nation. It was 
neither more nor less than this: a proposition to place 
civil polity, ay, he might say, civil politics and party 
politics, in the van of all the honor and all the brave- 
ry which adorned out army. rel 

In Europe men were educated for the military 
profession, and it had been the policy of our fathers 
to have their arwies Jed by wen properly trained to 
the military art, as well as in civil accomplishments; 





bill for increasing the number of general officers, and | 
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and yet now, because Gen. Taylor, who had never 
thought of the presidency, or of running the race to 
obtain it, but whose whole life had been spent in 
camps and in the field, who had won victory after 
victory, and added more to the national glory than 
any other man now living, happened unfortunately 
to be cursed with the name of whig,” he must be 
superseded and publicly dishonored and diszraeed.— 
Mr. H. said there were times when good men felt 
that party was nothing, and that country was all.— 
But. if that we read in Greek and in Roman story 
was true, it seemed as if the time was fast coming 
in this republic when public virtue will be a crime, 
and to have promoted the glory of the government 
would bnt ensure a man’s disgrace and prepare the 
way for his ruin. Surely this was a day when gen- 
tlemen on all sides of the house should agree to sa- 
crifice their petty political differenees and feuds on 
the aliar of their common country, and resist so mon- 
strous a scheme as was now on foot to place a civi; 
lian, a politicgan, over the heads of veteran officers 
who had rendered the country the most valuable ser- 
vices, merely because they did not happen to belong 
to the pure unsophisticated democratie school. Yes; 
that was the alpha and the omega of their offence.— 
We had been precipitated (he cared not by whom) 
into a war in which we could not retreat without 
dishonor, nor advance without a eomplication of mi- 
series. Was this a time to place at the head of the 
natioual forces a mere politician who was intriguing 
as a candidate for the next presidency? 

Mr. H. said when he looked at what was passing 
around him, he sometimes doubted whether we 
should have a next president. If gentlemen went on 
with their disorders, and conducted the public busi- 
ness in the way they were now doing, it might well 
be doubted whether weever should have another 
presidential election. 


Mr. Grover here interposed and reminded the chair 
that the gentleman at the outset had promised to 
speak but five minutes: was not the time up? 

The chair replied that the gentleman was in order. 

Mr. Hulmes resumed and further insisted on the 
absurdity of appointing a man who had led only par- 
ty forces in the political arena to supersede gallant 
and veteran oflicers in the field. Should so scanda- 
lous a measure prevail he trusted in God that all the 
brave and highminded men that now held distinguish- 
ed positions in our army would at once resign and 
leave the field to this new Earl of Mar. 

Mr. H. also adverted to the low state of the finan- 
ces, and complimented the bravery of gentlemen in 
voting men and money and pushing on the war, who 
dare not mposea paitry tax on tea and coffee to meet 
the expenses of the war. Another sort of patriots 
were for disturbing the whole country by their Wal- 
mot proviso, and then contrived to make their own 
peace with the executive, and escape the responsi- 
bility of the confusion they had set on foot. 

Before Mr. H. would consent to disgrace our offi- 
cers by voting for such a degrading proposition, he 
would consent never lo see the congress again, never 
calleimselfa party man. He knew the time of the 
house was precious, (and the houge had proved it by 
wasting three hours of this evening in doing nothing,) 
and he should not, therefore, protract his remarks;— 
but, if it aiust pasa here, he trusted it never would 
set through the other branch of the legislature. 

Mr. Beyd now moved the previous question. 

[Voices: ‘Well done, Boyd—that's a good’speech!,} 

It was seconded—eyes 67, noes 50 

Mr. Boyd thereupon moved to adjourn. 

And the house adjourned. 

Wepnespay, Marca 3. Irish relief bill. Mr. 
Winthrop, of Mass., otlered a resolution instructing 
the ways and means committee to report the bill for 
the relief of Ireland. (Mr. McKay having kept the 
vill. 

The resolution of Mr. W. was objected to, and a 
motion to suspend the rules negatived, 

Mr. Carroll. of N. ¥., moved that the committee 
{ the whole be discharged from the consideration 

f this bill, and various attempts were made to get 
at at, and all unsuccessful. 

Pension and the three million bill. Mr. McKay re- 
ported the naval pension bill with an amendment of 
the senate granting $3,000 for the pay of the amounts 
f certificates due from the privateer pension fund. 

Tothis amendment, and as from the committee of 
ways and means,gMr. McKay reported the three mil- 
lion appropriation for the president, to be applied 
ior Mexican territory. 

Mi. Winthrop rose to a question of order and sta- 
ted that the amendment proposed by the gentleman 
from North Carolina (the chairman of the commit- 
tee) had not been authorized by the committee of 
ways and means, and had never been heard of by 
that committee. 

Many members sprung to their feet upon points of 
order, and denounced the disorderly attempt to annex 
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‘such a bill to one for the relicf of widows and or- 


~phans. 
‘9°Phe speaker, (the chair occupied by Mr. Hopkins) 


@abored for along time to restore order, and to put 
anémbers in théir seats. The confusion was great, 
‘atid ihe majority of the members indignant at the 
catdempt made to present the subject in such a 


a0 Mr “inthrop denied that the ways and means 
eobhimittee had agreed to any such report. 
‘is Mr. Brinkerhoff proposed a compromise with Mr. 


WMéKay. ‘‘No compromises,” responded many mem- | 


bers. 


suiThe ‘speaker ruled the amendment of Mr. McKay | 


#atof order, asirrevélant to the bill (for the pay- 
‘ment of naval pensions) and would require a refer- 
ference tothe committee of the whole on the state 
“Of the Union. [Mr. Boyd took an appeal from the 
“chair. 
ue The yeas and nays were ordered, and Mr. McKay’; 
@mendment was ruled out of order by a vote of 123 
#048. ‘The amendment asking for $3000 was now 
to. 
*<° Heirs of Paul Jones. The committee on claims re- 
sported back this bill, and a motion was made to lay 
it upon the table which wus Jost by a vote of yeas 
79; nays 83. 
(:oLieutenant general bill, Mr. Boyd called up the 
‘supplemental bill, and the motion pending was upon 
concurring with the senate in its amendments. ‘The 
arouse, 82 yeas, 105 nays, voted to insist. Other 
@mendments were also insisted upon, and the biil 
returned to the senate for a committee of confer- 
enee: 
sveThe conferees from the senaie were Messrs. Diz, 
Bogby and Badger, and from the house Messrs. Boyd, 
Brinkerhoff and Thompson. 
io Three million bill passed, and the Wilmot proviso ex- 
sluiled. The house went into committee of the whole 
on the three million bill. 
,,- Mr. Wilmot moved to add to to the bill the clause 
eneraly kuown as the Wilmot proviso, in the fol- 
owing words: 


“Provided, That there shall be neither slavery | 


‘mor involuntary servitude in any territory on the 
eontinent of America which shal] hereafter be ac- 
quired by or annexedto the United States by virtue 
of this appropriation, or in any other manner what— 
ever, except for crimes whereof the party shall have 
been duly convicted: Provided, always, That every 
rson escaping into such territory from whom la- 
ror service is law fully claimed in any one of 
the United States, such fugitive may be lawfully 
@laimed and conveyed out of said territory to the 
power claiming his or her labor or service.” 
-+Mr. Graham moved to amend Mr. Wilmot’s pro- 
viso by striking out all after ‘‘provided,” and in- 
serting— 


“Jf any territory be acquired by the United States | 


from Mexico; the Missouri compromise line of 36° 
20’ shall. be extended direct to the Pacific Ocean; 
that is; slavery shall be prohibited north of that line 
and allowed south of it.” 

Disagreed to: Ayes 64, noes $6. 

The question recurred on the proviso moved by 
Mr. Wilmot, and it was agreed to: Ayes 90, noes 
The committee then rose and reported the bill. 

Mr. Rathbun moved the previous question, which 
was secouded; and the main question was ordered 


and put, viz: Will the house agree to the amend- 


ment reported by the committee of the whole, (the 
Wilmot proviso?) 1t was decided in the negative by 
yeas and nays as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Q Adams, Anderson, | 


Atnold, Ashmun, Benton, Brinkerhoff, Willam W. 
‘Campbell, John H Campbell, Carroll, Cathcart, Colla- 
‘mer, Collin, Cranston, Cummins, Darragh, Delano, 

Mott, Dillingham, Dixon, Dunlap, Elisworth, John 

. Ewing, Foot, Fries, Giddings, Gordon, Grinnel, 
Grover, Hale, Hamlin, Hampton, Harper, Henry Elias 
‘B. Holmes, Hough, John W. Houston, S. D. Hubbard, 
Hudeon, Hungerford, Washington Ilunt, Jas. B. Hunt, 
‘J. R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, Jas. H. Johnson, Kennedy, 
D. P. King, Preston King, Lawrence, Levin, Lewis, 
McClelland, Jos.J. McDowell, McGaughey, Mclivaine, 
Marsh, Miller, Moseley, Moulton,Niven, Norris, Per- 
rill, Pettit, Pollock, Ramsey, Kathbun, Ripley, Ritter, 
Julius Rockwell, J. A. Rockwell, Root, Runk,Sawielle, 
Scammon, Schenck, Seaman, Severance, ‘lruman 
Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Starkweather, Siewart, Suohm, 
Sykes, B. Thompson, Thurman, Vance, Vinton, Went- 
‘worth, Wheaton, White, Williams, Wilmot, Winthrop, 


Wood, Wright, and Yost—97. 
" NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Barrin- | 


ayly, Bedinger,, Bell, James Black, J. A. Black, 
For Bey Bos x Re akenbrough, Brodhead, Milton 
Brown,’ Wm. G. Brown, Burt, John G. Chapman, 
Augustus: A. Chapman, R. Chapman, Chase, Chip- 
man, Cobb, Cocke, Cottrel!, Crozier, Cullum, Cunning- 
ham, Danicl... Dargan, G Davis, Dockery, Dougias, 
‘dead. pdlet, Exdasac, Be ii. Laing, Foster, Garvin, 
ere —" “i Labs .5 bern, fey, Tithard, 
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Isaae E Holmes, Hopkins, Georce S Houston, Edm’d 
W. Hubard, Hunter,’ Chas. J. Ingersoll,Jos. Johnson, 
A. Johnson, Geo W. Jones, Seaborn Jones. Kauffman, 
Thomas Butler King, Leake. Leffler, La Sere, Ligon, 
Long, Lumpkin, McClean, McDaniel, McHenry, Mc- 
Kay, John P. Martin, B. Martin, Morris, Morse, 
Newton, Owen, Parish, Payne, Pendleton, Perry, Pils- 
bury, Reid, Relfe, Rhett, Roberts, Russell,; Sawyer, 
Seddon, Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H Sims, Simp- 
ison, Robt. Smith, Stanton, Strong, Thomasson, James 
| Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tibbatts. Towns, Tread- 
|way, Trumbo, Wick, Woodward, Woodworth and 
| Young—102, 

| So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Wilmot moved to lay the bill upon the table; 
which motion was decided by yeas and nays: Yeas 
87, nays 114. 

The bill'was read a third time. 

The previous question was moved and seconded, 
and the main question ordered to be put, viz: Shall 
the bill pass? It was decided in the affirmative by 
yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS.—Messrs. Stephen, Adams, Atkinson, 
| Bayly, Bedinger, Benton, James Black, James A. 
Black, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Brockenbrough, 
| Brodhead, William G. Brown, Burt, John H. Camp. 
bell, Catheart, A. A. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, 
Chase, Chipman, Cobb, Collin, Cortrell, Cullom, 
Cummins. Cunningham, Daniel, Dargan, De Mott, 
Dobbin, Douglass, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Edsall, El- 
le’ Ellsworth, Erdman, Faran, Ficklin, Fries, Gar- 
vin, Giles, Gordon, Harmansonf Henley, Isaac E. 
Holmes, Hopkins, Hough, George S. Houston, E. 
W. Hubbard, Hungerford, James B,. Hunt, Hunter, 
Chas. J. Ingersoll, Jenkins, Jas. H. Johnson, Joseph 
Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Sea- 
born Jones, Kaufman, Kennedy, Lawrence, Leake, 
Leffler, La Sere, Ligon, Lumpkin, McClean, Mc- 
Clelland, McCrate, McDaniel, Joseph J. McDowell, 
McKay, John P. Martin, B. Martin, Morris, Morse, 
Newton, Niven, Norris, Owen, Parish, Payne, Per- 
rill, Perry, Pillsbury, Reid, Relfe, Rhett, Ritter, 
Roherts, Russell, Sawtelle, Seammon, Seddon, A. D. 
Sims, L., H. Sims, Simpson, Robert Smilh, Stanton, 
Starkweather, Strong, Sykes, James ‘Thompson, 
| Jacob Thompson, Thurman, Tibbatts, Towns, Tred 
way, Wick, Walliams, Woodward, Woodworth, 
Yost—115. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, John Q Adams, Arnold, 
Ashmun, Barringer, Bell, Brinkerhoff, M. Brown, 
| Buffington, William W. Campbell, Carroll, Jobn G. 
Chapman, Cocke, Collamer, Cranston, Crozier, 
Darragh, Delano, Dixon, Dockery, John H. Ewing, 
Edwin H. Ewing, Foot, Geatry, Giddings, Graham, 
Grinnell, Grover, Hale, Hamlin, Hampton, Flarper, 
Henry, Hilliard, Hoge, Elias B. Holmes, John W. 
Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Washington 
Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Daniel P. King, Preston 
King, Thomas B. King, Lewis, Long, McGaughey, 
McHenry, Mclivaine, Marsh, Miller, Mosley, Moul- 
ton, Pendleton, Pollock, Ramsey, Ripley, Julius 
Reckwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Schenck, 
Seaman, Severance, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, 
Caleb B. Smith, Stewart, Strohm, Thomasson, Benj. 
/Thompson, Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, Wentworth, 
| Wheaton, White, Wilmot, Winthrop, Wood, Wright, 
| Young—81. 
| So the three million bill wag passed. 
| A motion was made to reconsider the vote just 
|taken on the foregoing bill, and the motion to re- 
' consider laid on the table. 

The sub treasury bill, amendatory of the subtreasury 
act, was, on motion of Mr. Dromgoole, taken up in 
|committee of the whole, and after progress, Mr. 
| McKay moved to close debate on it in 30 minues after 
the committee shallagain resume its session. Motion 
|agreed to, and the house again went into committee 
'on the bill. 

| Mr. W. Hunt, moved to amend by repealing the 
/sub treasury act. 


Mr. Winthrop said that he could not forbear calling 














the bill. It furnished an admirable illustration of the 
financial policy of the adininistration. The govern- 
| ment was to receive from its debtors nothing but gold 
and silver or treasury noles at par; but when itcame 
to its creditors the case was to be changed. If the 
|government had no gold and silver, and its notes 
| were at a discount, the creditor was to be forced to 
take the notes at par, or lo go without his payment. 
The coolness with which this was held out aa a posi- 
live privilege to the creditor was quite amusing. If 
the creditor prefers depreciated paper to nothing, 
(this section provides,) he shall be permitted to re— 
ceive such paper! ‘To this complexion it had come 
| at last. The government was to turn banker, to be- 
come agrand dealer in paper money, and to be al- 
| lowed to pay its debts in its own depreciated notes. 
Thus at last we accomplised the predictions that the 
| subtreasury system was only a government bank in 
' disguise, and a bank, ssit now appeared, which was 





the attention of the house to this secoud section of 


———— —_—, 


to be authorized to commence its career by dealine 
in a depreciated currency. "8 
Mr. Seaman moved as an amendment to this bill 
the senate bill of last session, to establish a bran 
mint of the United States in the city of New or 

Mr. Hungerford moved to amend the amendme,, 
as follows: 

“find beit further enacted, That whenever th 
treasurer shal! be appointed, named in the ninth 
section of this act, all .moneys, books, and Papers ; 
the hands of the assistant treasurer in the city of y 
Y. shall be transferred tothe treasurer of the brano}, 
mint established by this act; and said branch 
mint shall thereafter be the place of deposite fo, 
the public moneys instead of the rooms now useq in 
the custom house; and the treasurer of said branch 
mint shall be subject to all the provisions containg, 
in an act entitled “*An act to providp for the bette 
organization of the treasury, and for the collection 
safe keeping, transfer, and disbursement of the pub_ 
lic revenue,” approved August 6, 1846, which relat 
to the treasurer of the branch mint at New Orleans 
Agreed to. 

The question recurred on agreeing to the amend- 
ment as amended; when the hour appointed for taking 
a recess having arrived, the chair was vacated untij 
5 o’clock. 

Evening session. The question on Mr. Seaman's 
amendment as amended, was now put, and the 
amendment was agreed to. 

The committee then rose and reported the bill. 

Mr McKay moved the previous question; and up. 
der its operation the amendments of the committee 
of the whole were concurred in, and then the bi] 
was passed, and sent to the senate for concur. 
rence. 


The title was amended by adding ‘‘and to establish 
a branch mintin the city of New York. 

On motion of Mr. McKay, the sixteenth joint 
rule was suspended, on the part of the house, for 


ment, 


ate. 

Army officers—Mr. Beyd, from the commitiee of 
conference on the part of the house, appointed to 
confer with a similar committee on the part of the 
senate on the disagreeing votes of the two houses on 
the bill providing for the appomtment of an addi- 
tional number of general! officers for the army in 
Mexico, made a report. 

The report was read. The principal and most 
important recommendation it made was that the se 
nate recede from their disagreement to the fourth 


‘amendment of the house, authorizing the president 


to designate and assign one of the major generals, 
without respect to date of commissions, &c. to be 
commander in chief of army in Mexico. 

A debate followed, in which Messrs. Ashmun, Car 
roll, Charles J. Ingersoll, Sims, of S. C. Bayly, and 

‘oodworth took part. 

Mr. Boyd moved the previous question; which was 
seconded, and the main question was ordered to be 
put, viz: Will the house concur with the commiltes 
of conference in their report? and it was decided ia 
the affirmative: Yeas 92, nays 68. 

The house then resolved itself into committee of 
the whole on the state of the union, (Mr. Hamlinio 
the chair), and proceeded to consider the bill from 
the senate providing for the building and equipmeal 
of four naval steamships, together with amendmenlt 
proposed by the committee on naval affairs of the 
house, after debate and action, the bill was read 4 
third time and passed, and returned to the senale. 

The bill from the senate relinquishing to the cilf 
of Madison, in the state of Indiana, a strip of |a 
lying on the Ohio river, &c. was taken up, andr 
three times, and passed. cine altel 

The joint resolution of the senate for lighting with 
gas the capito! and capitol grounds was taken 4 
read three times and passed. 

‘The amendment of the senate to the bill for ! 
reduction of cost and expenses of proceedings 'n ® 
miralty against ships and vessels was concurred It 
So the bill stands passed. 

The joint resolution concerning the purchase ° 
additional land for the use of the armory at Harpe! 
Ferry and Springfield was taken up, read the tl 
time, and paased. ; | 

The joint resolutiun authorising the employm 
of the United States ships Macedonian and Ja 
town to transport provisions to the suffering poo 
Ireland and Scotland was taken up; and, after sou 
remarks by Messrs. Winthrop, Hilliard, Brodhead, 
J. Ingersoll, Jacob Thompson, Stanton, and J id 
gersoll, the previous question was moved, aud ul 
its operation the resolution was passed. — r 

The speaker presented the bill reorganizing 
Indian department of the United States, whic 
been returned from the senate with sundry ame’ & 
ments. The amendments of the senate were! 





and concurred in; and the bill stands passed. 























































































the purpose of sending the foregoing bill to the sen- | 
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Thanks to the speaker Mr. Vinton, after appropriate 
rema! ks moved a resolution of thanks of the house 
to the hon. J. W. Davis, for the able, dignified, and 
jmpartial manner in which he has discharged his 
duties as presiding officer of this house for the 29th 
congress. Passed unanimously. 


On motion of Mr. Boyd, another committee of 
conference on the part of the house was appointed to 
confer with a similar committee on the part of the 
senate on the disagreeing votes of the two houses on 
the amendments to the bill authorizing the appoint- 
ment of an additional number of eeneral officers for 
the army in Mexico, the senate having disagreed to 
the report of their former commitiee. 


The senate bill to amend an act entiled ‘‘An act 
to raise for a limited time an additional military 
force. and for other purposes,” was taken up, and 
read the third time aud passed. ; 

The joint resolution of the senate refunding to 
certain states moneys advanced for the equipment 
and transportation of volunteers for the Mexican war, 
was taken up, and read the third time and passed. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Jno. Paul Jones 
was taken up, and the question was put on concurring 
with senate in therr amendment, and disagreed to. 

The Lieutenant General. The house took up the 
message of the senate communicating the report of 
the committee of conference on the bill to authorize 
the appointment of an additional number of general 
officers, &c. 

The report was read. Its principal and most im- 

riant recommendation is; that the house recede 
from its amendment authorising the president to 
designate and assign one of the major generals, with- 
out regard to date of commission, &c. provided for 
jo the bill, to be commander-in-chiel of the army in 
Mexico. 

Mr. Boyd moved the previous question; and, under 
its operation, the report was concurred in. 

Tho Irish relief bill. Mr. Wentworth rose to a 
question of privilege, and asked leave to offer a re- 
solution. It was objected to. Mr. W. moved a sus- 
pension of the rules, and asked that the resolution 
might be read. 

‘The resolution was objected to, but is as follows: 

Resolved, ‘Tuat the committee of ways and means 
are hereby directed to report forthwith to this house 
the senate bill referred to them for the relief of Ire- 
Jand. 

There were many points of order as to the right 
tohave the resulutuion read for information, when 
Mr. dadrew Johnson, from the committee appointed 
lo wail o4 the president to ascertain if he had any 
furiher communication to make to congress, made a 
report. 

Mr. Cobb then moved that the house adjourn sine 


Malive. 
Speaker's valedictory. 
aud addressed the louse as follows: 


erined thal the 29ih congress shall now close its 


parated, many ol them forever. ‘This separation is 
aiuiul to many of us: | trust it is so to all, for we 
hel as iriends. {t can net, it must not be, that we 
arLasenemues. If, unhappily, any uvkiod feelings 
hall have been engendered within this hall, during 
le €XCilement of debate or of social intercourse, lL 
onjure you as a friend and brother that within these 
alls (hey now be forever buried and forgotten. 

This congress has been one of unusual and mo- 
bulous iuterest—passing upon questionsof war and 


lust of necessity exist, and upon which it is advan- 
metOus lo the republic that difference of opinion 
Mould exist. Jt prevents the abuses to which ma- 
rilies so offen tend, and excites a vigilance, a 
Tudeuce, and a care always promotive of the best 
erests of the commonwealth. It is trite but true 
P politics, at jeast, that it is manly to differ, but 
dish to quarrel because we differ. 


be thus governed must be jeft to you and your 
Wliluents to determine. 


l return to you, gentlemen, my sincere and heart- 
‘thanks for the resolution which you have adopted 
pprobatory of my conduct as your presiding officer; 
"Permit me to assure you that 1 view it not asa 
Nuonplace compliment, offered by your hands and 
Clonee by your voices, without your feeling what 
resululion iseif expresses, 
Ulesy, the forbearance and liberality, with which 
ave always treated me, teaches me that you 
‘What you have so kindly expressed; and, in re- 
*, 1 can say that to each and every member of this 


die. ite question was put and decided w the aflir- | 
The Speaker then rose and | 
GentTLemEN: By the vote-just taken you have de-! back to Santa Fe, and ordered a company of artillery 


' men to accompany him. 
abors, aiid the members composing it are to be se- | Fe in aday or two, for that purpose. 


body I entertain the kindest feelings, but their is 
implanted in my breast feelings of interest and at- 
tachment that shall only go out with my life. — 

To those gentlemen who have so kindly relieved 
me in the performance of the arduous duties of the 
chair, I am under particular and personal obliga- 
tions. 

And now, gentlemen, with a fervent hope that 
each of you may Jong live to enjoy the approval of 
your country, your consciences, and your constituents, 
I proceed tocommunicate your last official act by 
pronouncing this house adjourned without day. 
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Intelligence has at length reached us from Santa 
Fe, from which all our readers are by this time anxi- 
ous for information. We give them at full, as we 
‘find them in the St. Louis Republican, from their 
| correspondents. 

From these accounts, we infer that the battle 
which took place at El Passo, of which we gave a 
brief account in our last, derived from the city of 
Mexico, must have been fought by Capt. Cook, who 
is here reported to have been left in a council of 
his officers deliberating whether to make the attack. 
He was in advance of both Colonels Donaphan and 
Price. The former was left at Tome, on the Rio 
del Norte, encamped with the traders and waiting for 
reinforcements and quartermaster’s supplies. Col. 
Price was still at Santa Fe. 





Independence, February 10, 1847. 

We have had another arrival from the plains.— 
Mr. Seymour, of your place, in company with four 
others (together with a government express, in 
| charge of Thomas Boggs,) have ventured across even 
in mid-winter. ‘They left Sante Fe on the 15th De- 
cember, with one wagon to carry their provisions, 
| &c., but this they had to abandon shortly after they 
were out, and make the animals do the service of 
pack animals, and thus came along. Mr. Seymour 
was detained until the 20ib, partly in hopes of re. 
| ceiving further news from below. An express had 
| arrived a day or so before from Chihuahua, but the 
nature of the news few, if any, were acquainted 
; with. We learn frou: Col. Owens, who was at San 
\ta Fe, that Mr. Connelly, and others, detained some 
| time since as prisoners, were all released, except Jas. 
| Magoffin, who was taken under the charge of trea- 
| a) ’ , . 
} son, and would be dealt with aecordingly. He had, 
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will have others in, in a few days, when I shall be 
able, doubtiess, to tell you more. In haste, &c., &c. 





Fort Leavenworth, Feb. 10. 

An express arrived here this morning, from Santa 
Fe, which place it left on the 16th December. I 
send you all the news I can gather from it, in the 
hurry of the moment; as the mail closes here to-day. 
By a letter from the quartermaster at Santa Fe, I 
learn that Col. Doniphan had succeeded in making a 
treaty with the Navijo Indians, but that they had af- 
terwards killed two of hit men. Col. Doniphan had 
started again for Chihuahua, with his regiment, and 
was waiting 175 miles below Santa Fe, for a compa- 
ny of artillery to join him: They will leave Santa 
Fe on foot, having no horses left fit forservice. He 
will probably order the dragoons under Capt. Burg- 
win to accompany him. 

His whole force will not number 1,000 men.— 
There had been no news at Santa Fe, of General 
Wonl’s movements. Lieut, Col. Mitchel had left 
Santa Fe with 100 picked men, to open a communi- 
cation with Chiliuahua. His men were gathered 
from the different companies. No news from Gen. 
Kearney. George Bent and F. P. Blair have gone 
to the Hela country, to trade with the Apaches. St. 
Vrain and Folger, were at Santa Fe, except one 
company, who came over to Bent’s fort to winter.— 
Provisions were plenty at Santa Fe; but most of the 
horses and oxen will starve for want of forage. 

Capt. Murphy was 40 miles below Bent’s fort, on 
the 5th January; all well; he had got so far without 
meeting any Indians. The express was robbed of 
all their mules in the night, by the Pawnees, about, 
where [met them whenI came in. They came in 
the balance of the way, on foot. They saw Sublette’s 
trail in the snow, at Pawnee fork, the next morning 
after (hey were robbed, and think that the Indians 
also got his mules that night. 

They passed a company of 80 teamsters, at Chous 
teau island, about 120 miles below the fort, on their 
way in. ‘They were all afoot, and almost out of pro- 
visions—some of them with their hands and feet bad- 
ly frozen. Cupt. Clary will send out assistance to 
them to-morrow ;but I think, that one half of them 
will perish, before they get relief. Capt. Clary also 
sent. a few days ago, to the Kansas village, to bring 
intwo men, who were found on the prairie, half 
starved and frozen. 

‘wo more were found this side of Council Grove, 
dead, lying at the foot of a tree—the bark of wich 
they had eaten all around the trunk—no doubt stary- 





| we believe, some letters in his possession from the | 
'officers at Washington to General Wool. The tra- | 
‘ders were all still at the same point, about 100 or | 
| 150 ouales below Santa Fe, (three hundred wagons | 
'in pumber,) encamped, and would not venture jur- 
/ther until the troops were in their advance. 

| Gen. Doniphan had returned frou his Indian trip, 
and was then on bis march below. He had sent 








They were to leave Santa | 
it was the 
general impression, that Chittuasua could be taken 
without much difficulty. No news had been receiv- 
ed of Gen. Wooi’s whereabouts. 

The traders were in good spirits, if they could get 
in the lower towns, a8 it respects the sale of goods. | 
Speyers, Doane and others, who went on in ad. | 
vance of the army, were permitted to go along un- 
molested. 

On Mr. Seymour’s trip in, he experienced very 
severe cold weather. From the 25th December, | 





all the way: at or near the crossings of Arkansas, it | 
was from one to two feet deep. By keeping near, | 
or in the timber, along the whole route, they were | 
pretty well able to get along without freezing.— | 
Many men, he says, are bound to be frezen i their | 
attempts tocome in. They met a train or two of | 
government wagons, about eighty men in company, | 
this side of the Arkansas, wilh very little provisions; | 





‘Lhe kindness and | 


Unless timely assistance 1s rendered, these 


ment,) must certainly starve and {reeze to death. 

Captain Murphy, who took out pay for the troops, 
wus pretty near to Bent’s fort—his animals Lad given 
out—yet he had succeeded in getting others, and 
would get along in safety te Sauta Fe. Hesaw Mr. 
Suviette’s track at or near Council Grove, about 
eight days ago, but was not able to get intelii- 
gence of him otherwise, he having passed on pre- 
viously. . 

Mc. Seymour’s company had nine of the animals 
stolen from them on the Arkausas, and were in con- 
sequence compelled to foot it some considerable 








patt of the way; hence their great delay. We 


ed to death. 

Capt. Murphy found two bodies on his way out, at 
Diamond Spring, and buried them. The two men 
found at Couneil Grove were volunteers, one of them 
with **D. B.” marked on his canteen. 

1 learn from the men who brought the express, 
that Capt. Weigiitman’s company and Capt. Hudson's 
were to juin Col. Doniptan. Capt. Fischer was to 
remain at Santa Fe, te garrison the fort lately built 
there. 


Santa Fe, December 14. 

‘*Major Clark has received an order from Colonel 
Donaphean, (who is encamped south of us 180 miles, 
with the traders,) to join him forthwith, with 125 of 
our battalion, and io proceed to Chihuahua. Noth- 
ing has been heard of Gen. Wool, up to the present 
time, and we believe he will not go to Chihuahua 
at all. 

The following is an extract of a letter, received 
by a gentlemag in this city. The letter is dated 


ace—questions upon which difference of opinion | they were compelled to travel through snow almost ‘Traders’ Caiwnp, 180 miles from Santa Fe, Novem- 


ber 14; 


‘‘An express from Capt. Cooke, who started for 
California with the Mormon regiment, reached our 


camp this morning, and we learn by it that the pack 


mules and provisions of this force having given out, 
the Captain has determined to take possession of the 
town of Ei Paso, 170 miles below this point, to re- 
cruit his command. We expect to wait here until 


Ihave endeavored to do the best of my ability to | and another one still further op, of about one hun- | Colone} Doniphan, now within a few day’s march 
deem the pledge 1 made at the opening of this cone | dred and fifty men, with only seven days half rations; 
8, viz: that, in my oflicial duties as speaker, J) a good many of the men were frozen, and unable to 
Ould strive to know no party but the people, ard | travel. 
locality but the country. In how far] have failed| men (who are all teamsters, 10 employ of govern- 


i shall overtake us.’’ 





Sanra Fre, N. M., Dec. 5, 1846. 

Since my last, dated the 14th ult., nothing of im. 
portance has occurred; the winter sets in with unu- 
sual rigor, time lags dull and heavily upon us, the 
communication between this territory and the states 
will soon end, and dreary will indeed then be this 
place. Nonews of any kind from Chihuahua. The 
traders, with, | suppose, near two hundred wagons, 
lie encamped at Valverde, on the Rio Abago, afraid 
to venture further south; a small detachment of 
troops guard them, and we are informed that great 
scarcity of food exists amongst them. The stations 
of the different troops have not been changed in the 
least, since | last wrote to you. The state of health 
in the army has improved a little, and we have few- 
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er deaths. A few days ago, a lieutenant of the Mor-| themeelves to be qualified under the terms of the 
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mon troops arrived here, bMrging the news that 
Capt. Cook was within seventy miles of El Passo, on 
the Rio Grande, with some few hundred troops; de- 
liberating on the propriety of attacking E] Passo. He 
had called a council of his officers the day before 
the lieutenant left, and it was the belief of the lat- 
ter that the Captain would, in ‘all probability take 
that place, having to repair a number of his broken 
down teans, to purchase fresh mules and to repair 
his wagons which he could not safely do, without 
first driving what Mexican force may be in El Passo, 
out. The population of the district is penerally es 
timated at between six and eleven thousand; Colon:] 
Romano is stil) supposed to be there with his troops, 
and the inhabitants of El Passo and the neighboring 
rancheros ere said to be fer more energetic people 
than the New Mexicans generally, and Capt. Cook 
may find it a serious job to take the place. But the 
Caplain is an excellent soldier, and an officer who 
has it in his power of exercising great influence over 
his inferiors, and of filling the hearts of his men 
with unlimited confidence in their leader. 
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order, to accompany our worthy Colonel. In short, 
they were all both physically and intellectually ca- 
pable to travel] to Chihuahua, and Col. M. must have 
been sorely puzzled to make his choice. The choice 
of captain fell upen our excellent Capt. Weightman, 
but Major Ciark protested most solemnly, that none 
of his artillery captains should Jeave him; the ap- 
pointment of Adjutant Leo. Walker, who had been 
chosen, met with the same fate, Major Clark main- 
taining that neither his staff nor his artillery captains 
should be interfered with, in which he was doubtless 
right, though I regret exceedingly, that Captain 
Weightman could not have sccompanied the expedi- 
tion. The officers finally chosen were as follows: 

Lieut. Col. Mircne... 

Capt. Tuos. B. Hupson, Laclede Rangers. 

Ist. Lieut. Cars. Krippen, Light Artillery. 

2d Lieut. Sprou.r, second regiment. 

2d Lieut Topp, second regiment. 

2d Lieut. Gipson, Infantry, Acting Dept. Q. M. 

The con mand left Santa Fe on yesterday;I re— 
mained alene behind, expecting to follow ina few 


The Mormons are, withal, a hardy and brave set days, ard to overtake the Colonel at Valverde.— 
of adventurers, and when marching through this) Capt. Thompson, of the Ist Dragoons, accompanied 


place, showed a body of troops evidently better dis— 
cipined, end of a more martial bearing, than any of 
our Missouri volunteers of the two regiments. | 
think, therefore that Capt. Cook will succeed in 
whatever he will undertake. 





the colonel end proceeds with him to Chihuahua.— 
The command is called the Chihuahua Rangers, and 
some delight in calling it the ‘forlorn hope of the 
army of the west.” The march is one of great 
hardship, and of some danger. Lieut. Col. Mitchell, 


Col. Doniphan, as 1 learn, has at length succeeded | however, insists that he will be in Chihuahua on the 
in making a treaty with the Navajos, and will now | 


proceed on his march to Chihuahua; how long the 
peace thus concluded will last, isunknown. Some 
think a fortmig!.t, some less; lam inclined to believe 
that no peace with them will jast, until they have 
been thoroughly whipped and driven out of the 
country, which in the coming spring will have to be 
done, if the citizens of this provinee shall be pro- 
tected from their aggressions. 


Co}. Doniphan was at the last date rear Tome, on 
the Rio de! Norte, and was expected to break up his 
camp, so soon as teams could be furnished him by 
the quartermaster at this place, which I understand, 
left here the day before yesterday. 


| 


Sth of January, arriving there about 1 o’clock, p. m., 
snd Ido horestly believe the colonel from bis es- 
tablished character for energy and resolution, will 
do allhe says. A few evenings ago, the ‘forlorn 
hope” had a soiree given them by Capt. Garrison of 
the commissary department. It was altogether a 
splendid affair. The governor and his whole “suite” 
attended, and there were some forty guests present. 


1 must not forget to mention some of the toasts given 


on the occasion. At the supper table, Capt. Garri- 
son rose, and alluding to Col. Mitchell’s expedition, 
offered the following: “Col. Mitchell— What would 
Wool be without a Price?”? capt. Thompson of the dra- 





goons, ever quick at retort, without giving the guests 


About a fortnight ago, Ambrosio Armijo, was ta-; at (he table an opportunity of emptying their glas- 
ken prisoner by Cept. Burgwin, of the U.S. Dra-| ses, replied promtly: ‘But what would Santa Fe be 


oons, at Aibuquerque, with two other Mexicans.— | without a Garrison?” 
to the General of that | was well received. 

name,) was found a treasonable correspondence | 
with Gen Amjo,and letters were found on his person | rable. 
and in the rifle barre] of one of the other Mexicans, | jn Missouri which 
informing Gen’l. A. that all in this province was) ¢ruth, 
ripe for a revolt, snd needed but the assistance of jn the 
some military display from below, in order to break | of tho 
out on the shortest notice. What willbe done with | ajlay 


n Ambrose (brother 


the traitors, | knew not. I learn that Don Ambro 


sio is as great a simpleton ashis worthy brother is a) 


coward, and the whole matter may well be a fanci- 
ful invention of the old gentleman, to while away 
his dreary bours. Others, bowever, think that Am- 
brosio has been used only as a tool, in this contem- 
plated plan for insurrection and that the matter is 
entitled to more consideration than [| am inclined 
to give if. 


are our epemies, fur reasons tvv obvious, apd too} 
palpable to need mentioning here; the wealthier! 


classes dislike our government, because the liberal! 
principles of its iustitutions 


pow er; the patriotic must needs feel mortification | 


and pain, atseeing our people domineering in their 


homes; and the lower classes lived too Jong in a! 
state of abject slavery, dependence, and ignorance, | 
4o be atouce capable of appresiating the benefits | 
conferred on them by the change ef government.— | troops, except one 


All are dissatisfied—the rich, the poor, the high and 
the Jow; and the Pueblos are the only people here, 
whose protesiations of fidelity can be believed; but 
they aie cortent indeed. But notwithstanding tbe 
facis, wi.ich would seem to bode evil, and entitle 
these plans of intended insurrections to some impo 


lt isclear that the Mexicans here are | 
very much discontented, and the further south you! Fe, since th 
go, the more this will become apparent. The clergy | 


break down their! 


1 need not add that the toast 


The state of health among the troops here is tole- 
But I have no doubt there are stories afloat 
, While they are not founded in 
and greatly exaggerate the number of deaths 
army, cause anxiely and alarm to the friends 
se here, which might well be saved them. To 
! these fears and apprehensions, created by the 
_ heedless scribbling of men, who might employ their 
time much more advantageously, 1 have taken spe- 
| tat pains to get the opinion of men, whose judg- 
| ment may be safely relied on. ‘lo this end, ] have 
_applied for the written opinion of Dr. De Camp, 
| our medical director, well known and highly esteem- 
ed in Missouri, who has favored me with the follow- 
ing, which I copy verbatim: 

“The number of troops which have come to Sants 
e 18th day of August Jast, is 4,800, and 
| the deaths which have occurred among them since 
that time, amount to 120. To persons unaccustomed 
_ to see large bodies of men, brought suddenly together 
| asan army, this might seem a greai mortality, but 
| when the calculation is made and the per centage 

proved to be only 2) per cent. on the whole number, 
it will be found thet it is not greater, if as great, as 
tckes place with the same number of persons in civil 
life, in the upper counties of Missouri. 

‘All the deaths have taken place amongst country 
from the Laclede Rangers, and he 
was from the country. The three companies from St. 
| Louis county have been remarkably healiby, owing to 

their better discipline, cleanliness, an‘ other causes. 


se) Any body of men who let loose, without restraint, in 


the midst of a corrupt and vicious population, hke 


m) that in Santa Fe, will commit excesses which must 


tance, 1 cannot be made to believe, that these peo- impair health, and such bas been the case with most 


ple are either so hardy or foolish, to atlempt n 
thing in the shape of revolt; and must place these, 


and all similar atlempls, at once under the broad | 


head of Mexican breggadocio. 
On the 17ib ult. an oder was published b 


of our commander was called for by the present sit- 
uation of the two armies, | take it for granted, that 
no man could have been selected more fit to carry 
out the ends of this expedition, than Lieut. Colonel 
Mischeil. dt ses a 


i heist ia 


ilisily 


Pbisseuei 0d HOU sims, wie 


} 


«, however, to see the! ness 


'Y | of the volunteers, to a frightful extent. 


‘Many of the volunteers came here with broken 
|constitulions from previous disease, consequent on 
| three successive overflows of the Missouri river.— 


: y Col’. | Others came for the avowed purpose of regainin 
Pricer, ordering Lieut. Col. Mircne ez to select one | health, havin S orch . P 


hun¢red min from the army, with special regard to | years. 
their physical and intellectual capacity, to procecd | 

towards Cuihuahua and open communication with | tr 
Gen’l. Wool. Presuming that this step on the part, m 


g labored under chronic complainis for 


“The fatigues consequent on long marches in ex- 
eme hot weather, are found to be much greater than 
any supposed; and the duties of soldiers, not the 
| mere pastime which many thought them to be. 
“The manner in which their food has been prepar- 
ed, has had atendency to produce sickness. At home, 
this duty is performed by persons skilled in the busi- 
; but the new made soldier, from the want of 


) supposed! skill and frem a reek'reer ese of character, consequent 


"tar ——— 
upon his new occupation, fails in this important mat. 
ter, and becomes sick. Not one death has occurreg 
among the dragoons since they came into N. Mexicg 
which goes far to prove the above statement.» ” 

From this statement, it will be found that jr an 
rumors exist amongst you, which might lead you 4, 
believe that disease is raging amangst our troops 
these rumors are not entitled to any credit. | piy, 
you below a list of deaths in the army since the }9ip 
of November, which you are requested to publish). 
Deaths in the ‘Army of the West” at Hospital and jy 

quarlers in Santa Fe, New Mexico, 
INFANTRY. 
Francis M. Dawson, company B, November 94, 
SEPARATE BATTALION—LT. COL. WILLOCK. 

James C. Hull, company J, November 18, Marion 
City; Alexander Hardwick, company G, Novembe, 
18, Ray county; George Logan, company G, Noy, 
24, Ray county; Frederick O. Williams, compay 
H, November 24, Polk county; Henry Foster, com. 
pany G, December 2, Polk county. 

SECOND REGIMENT—COD. PRICE. 

Johr. C. Houston, company D, Nov. 21; Wm. 4 
Mars, company D, Dec. 1; Corporal Amos Johnson, 
company K, November 17; Serg’t Hugh L. White 
company L, Nov. 4; Clayborn Maupin, company L, 
Nov. 4; Garrison Patton, company L, Nov. 17; Jas, 
Sanderson, company M, Nov. 28; Christopher Smith, 
company M, Dec. 4; Serg’t Neece, company N, Noy, 
29; Corpora! Henery F. Bragg, company N, Noy, 
24; Alexender Lindley, company N, November 93, 
James Swindler, company N, Nov. 25; Howigay 
Barnett, company O, December 1. 

On last Monday, the circuit court commenced jty 
first session at this place; the proceedings are cop. 
ducted in both the Spanish and English languages, 
one half of the jurors being composed of Mexicans, 
and the other of Americans. 

Even while writing this letter, 1 am informed that 
the affair of Ambrosio Armijo, which [ mentioned 
above, turns out to be founded on a misunderstand. 
ing. Just what | expected. 

1 Jearn that the officers of the different volunteer 
corps will hold a meeting to-morrow evening, for the 
purpose of petitioning congress in behalf of some 
measures for the relief of the volunteers whose horses 
are dying away most rapidly. 

Captain Murphy is now being anxiously expected 
with funds for the payment of the troops. The in 
conveniences under which they are laboring for the 
wantof them, are very great, and the quartermaster's 
department cannot get along at all. 

From some information which has just arrived, | 
learn that J] can leave for Chihuahua to-morrow. | 
shall therefore leave at noon, and expect to overtake 
Lieut. Col. Mitchel] at Albuquerque. 

J learn that Gen. Eliiot Lee, and a number of ger 
tlemen from St. Louis, are at Taos. 

Lieut. Lee, of Doniphan’s regiment, brings the sad 
news that S. M. Butler, adjutant of Col. Doniphan, 
died a week ago. I fear it is too true. ) 

‘*} shall write at the earliest opportunity from Chi 
huahua. Yours, &c. bb. 


Extract of a letter, dated Santa Fe, New Mexico, 
December 5, 1846. ‘“‘The detaching of Col. Mitchell 
has created quite an uproarhere. Col. Willock flew 
into a perfect fidget and refused to obey Col. Price 
order in this respect, as regards the furnishing ¢ 
men for the expedition, and was put in arrest by Col 
Price where he still remains. Gen, Kearney, on h 
departure, published an order, commanding thal a 
mounted troops which might come from Miss 
other than P’s regiment, should proceed to Chih 
hua, and report to Gen. Wool for duty. Colont 
Willock, by virtue of this order, made a strongt 
tempt to get off, but Col. Price succeeded in “a 
a splendid fiction—namely, in declaring that 7 
W’s separate battalion was nothing but an extra - 
talion, belonging to his regiment; making Stent 
Price in good earnest a Colonel of a regimen 
fourteen companies. ‘There is not a sensible m 
here who does not avowedly side with Willock, # 
quartermaster M’Kissack wert so far as to tell | 
that, unless peremptorily ordered to the cones 
would feel himself justified by Gen. Kearney #% 
to furnish Lieut. Colonel Willock with the nect 
means of transportation to go to Chihuabus. 

Garrison, who is as pompous & fool as vies 
courting Price, would not furnish Col. W. tart” 
visions, and reported Willock’s commands to ‘ 
A fellow by the name of Morine, from Fial 
mean a phystognomy as | ever saw, acts as yon 
of Price, and reported to him some of W’s a 
language, and ail of a sudden Price was one ‘al 
seen diessed up within an inch of his life, in — 
form, as Willock himself tells me, oon ory 
Adjutant Walker, going to W’s quarters a? 4Ph 
his sword from him. W. is extremely cool, 8? vel 
has got himself in a pickle, out of which nom 
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“aap rere ti t pipelayi ill save him 
‘tant mal reatest exertions at pipelaying wi : 
| baal ne if { mistake not, W. is a man of too much sense 
» Mexico and of too determined a character, not to give him as 


eee to do a8 is in his power. 
hat if an ah irP is, in all that he does, indeed, committing 
ad you n such blunders, that if General Kearney should return 
ur troops by this place during the coming spring, which he told 


it. I give me he would do, he will raise a storm over his head, 
e the 19th Me from which the most extensive influence in Washing- 
publish, ton won't save him. I have no personal cause of 
ital and in being dissatisfied with Price; on the contrary, he al- 
Ds ways treats me with marked courtesy; but, if ever I 

prayed to see a foul play turn back with redoubled 
nber 24, E force upon men, it is that Price’s trickery in regard 
LOCK. to his appointment of Colonel of the regiment, will 


18, Marion plow him and the administration that did the base 
November thing, sky high! I can assure you these are the senti- 
y G, Noy, ments generally felt here in regard to this matter.— 
}, COMpany Doniphan will have nothing to do with Price, and 


shuns all intercourse with him. Mitchell will never 
return to this place, though I shall not resign at Chi- 
huahua. Mitchell is in high glee, and don’t care a 
d—d for all of them; it seems he knows a thing or 
two, and I shall remain ever grateful to him for 


oster, com: 


L. 
21; Wm. H. 
08 Johnson, 


h L. White taking me away from here. He is by far the smartest 
company L, man in this crowd, and knows why it is better to get 
lov. 17; Jas, out of it as soon as possible. Is it not a fine world 
pher Smith, we live in? . 
any N, Nov, Clark is at work day and night, now mad and now 
ny N, Nov, in good humor; but for all his silly notions at times, 
ovember 23, does all in bis power, and labors for nothing but his 
5; Howigen battalion. He is, withal, independent, and let the 
devil have his due. I forgot—Lieut. Dyer, of the 
nmenced ity ordnance, arrived here on the 29th, with amail. | 


got one of your papers. 
Does it not strike you that this war is getting very 
unpopular? I aim ever yours. 
Se en eee ecm ned 
ADDITIONAL GENERAL OFFICERS. 
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Mr. Boyd, from the committee on military affairs, 
to which was referred the senate bill making provis 
ion for an additional number of genera! officers and 
for other purposes, reported the same with amend- 
ments. 


usly expected The amendments to the first section provide that 


ops. The in the number of brigadier generals to be appointed 
boring for the shall not exceed “‘three,” and the number of major 
uartermaster's generals not to exceed “two,” and that each brigade 


shall consist of not leas than ‘“‘three” instead of two 
regiments. 

A new section is then proposed, to come in be- 
tween the first and second sections of the bill, as see- 
tion two, in the following words: 

“And be it further enacted; That the president of 
the United States be, and he is hereby authorized 
and empowered,at his discretion,to designate and ap- 
point any general officer of the rank of major general 
whether of the line or by brevet, and whether of the 
reguisr army or of volunteers,who may be in the ser- 
viee of the United States, without regard to date of 
commission, to the chief command of the military 
force of the United States during the continuance of 
the existing war with Mexico: Provided, That the 
eficer so designated and assigned shali cease to ex- 
ercise the duties and powers of general-in-chief as 
aforesaid upon the conclusion and ratification of a 
treaty of pexce with Mexico.” 

Another proposition is to add to section five the 
following: 

“Anu that the president be, and he is hereby fur- 
ther authorized to fill, by regular promotion, or 
cause elections to be held, to fill vacancies of regi- 
mental or company officers, occasioned by death or 
Tesignation, or olher cause, in the several volunteer 
regiments or corps now in the service of the United 

tates in Mexico, or which may be received during 
the existing war with Mexico, and to commussion 
the officers for the same.” 

And two other amendments are reported from the 
CoOmnutiee, as follows: 

In section seven, strike out the words: ‘That the 

ith section of the act entitied ‘an act to raise for a 
limited time an additional military force, and for 
other purposes,” approved February 11, 1847, shail 
only apply to the officers, musicians, aud privates 
Provided for the ten regiments by the first section ot 
said act; and at the end of the said section, add:— 

hose term shall expire as provided in the fifth 
ction of the act of llth February, 1847. 
w, acts 08 97 Re At the end of section sixteen adu: ‘'J'o be disban- 
Sof W's ‘sedi a the close of the war.” 
» was one moray '. Boyd asked that the bill and amendments be 
his life, in full ia time, as there was no appropria- 

in anie ec: 

artete ts : amen ree Davis moved to commit the bill and 
ely cool, and Pa — nents to the committee of the whole on the 
Mf which not! 6 of the Union. 
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Mr. Boyd said that he hoped the motion would not 
prevail, as it would very much endanger the passage 
of the bill. 

Mr. 4. D. Sims moved the previous question. 

After some inquiries and suggestions by Messrs. 
Carroll, G. Davis, and Ashmun, the previous question 
was seconded. 

Mr. Garrett Davis asked the yeas and nays on or- 
dering the main question, and they were ordered. 

Mr. 4shmun said, as the bill authorised the ap- 
pointment of a Jieutenent general, he moved to lay 
it on the table. 

The motion to lay the bill on the table was decided 
in the negative—yeas 71, nays 106. 

The qnestion was then taken ordering the main 


question to be put, and passed in the affirmative— | 


yeas 102, nays 70. 

The main question being ordered, the question was 
stated on agreeing to the amendments reported by 
committee on military affairs. 

Mr. Boyd rose and said, as there was a manifest 
desire to discuss the bill, he would propose that, by 


general eonsent, the procedings on the previous ques- | 


tion be reconsidered, and that the bill be committed 
to a committee of the whole for the purpose of de- 
bate until half past two o’clock. 

The suggestion being assented to, the bill was 
committed. 

Mr. Boyd then moved the usual resolution to close 
the debate in eommittee of the whole on the bill at 
half after two o’clock this day. Agreed to. 

An arrangement was entered into, by which no 


member should speak more then twenty minutes in | 


committee. 

The house then resolved itself into commitiee of 
the whole (Mr. Biggs in the chair) and proceeded to 
consider the sai bill and amendments. 

Mr. Garrett Davis, of Kentucky, addressed the 
chair. ‘Uhis (said he) is another measure to increase 
executive power. ‘The bill and amendments author- 
ize the president to appoint two additional major gen- 
erals and three brigacier generals, and to select any 
major general to take the command in chief of the 
American armies. The thrice-rejected lieutenant 
general is thus brought up in another form and with 
another name The war upon Generals Scott 
and Taylor by Mr. Polk and his friends is cease- 
less and unsparing; and it is brought up again active- 
ly in the halls of congress under new auspices, and 
the power which the ten additional regiments to the 


regular army have given the president in the appoint- | 


ment of three or four hundred officers. That pro- 
ject was early in the session rejected by this house 
without a division, and some weeks afterwards by a 
majority of thirty, and if it is to succeed, it will be 
by the corrupt use of presidential patronage. That is 
the influence which now reigns and rules. Coutrol- 
led by it, the majority go on systematically adding 
to execulive power, whilst they are all the while 
prociaiming themselves the only democrats of the 
country. ln sober truth, the president is fast be- 
coming a monarch. 


But, Mr. Chairman, at the close of a speech which 
I made early inthe present session, | said, “I hada 
wish to say something upon the conduct of the exec. 
ulive in relation lo those conquered countries, but | 
will avail myself of some other opportunity. [| will 
then assume, and | think matntaio, that our president 


has no power but what is expressly conferred on him | 


by the constitution or the laws of congress wade un- 
der ii; Whathe derives no powers whatever from na- 
tional law, and that the principles of that code are 
only su fur applicable to him as they adhere to the 
express powers granted by the constitution or laws— 
tual ihe Lerms “sovereign” and “cunquer,” as used in 
the international code, are wholly inapplicaule to 
him, either as president or as commander-iu-chiel of 
vur armies, thal, in the conduct o! our wars, he is 
merely our first military and naval commander, and 
can exercise no powers or functions bul what are 
appropriate tu such offi_ers; that he has no right by 
himself or his deputies to set up permanent or lempo- 
rary civil government in conquered countries, bul 
merely tu huid military possesston of them, including 
only the success aid the security of his own comman. 
and the pulting down the resistanee in the conquered 
country; aud that this Jatter being effected, the peace- 
abie pe: pie are to be leitin tie quiet minisiraiion of 
their own municipal laws.” 1 will now (said Mr. 
D.) proceed to redeein, as far as 1 can, this pledge. 
Ihe government of the United States is not tuunded 
upon the principle of plenary powers, or even oi 
such an entirely, subject to limitations and excep- 
lions specially set forth; its great self evident truth 
is, that 1t comprehends only such powers as are es 
tablished expressly by the constitution, or as result 
irom them vy proper and necessary implication. An- 
other principle, second in tmwportance only to the one 





stated, is, that all those powers are vested by 


| appropriate Janguage in the department or officer by 
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which they are to be put in execution, and that none 
other can properly assume or exercise them. These 
two propositions are received without dissent as ax- 
iomatic truths in our system. 

In all governments organized upon the establish- 
ment of fundamental principles, and the distrihution 
of its powers among different branches of magistracy, 
new questions will be continually arising in the 
course of its administration. The United States, 
being engaged in a war of conquest against Mexico, 
occupy a position altogether novel to them; and their 
arms having subjugated and now holding extensive 
portions of the Mexican territory, untried and im- 
portant questions as to the existence and extent of 
cerlain powers, and to what depariment or officers 
they are confided by the constitution, come up ne- 
| cessarily. 

It is superfluous to say that there is no executive 
power in the governinent of the United S'ates beyond 
what the constitution creates; but it is not so obvious, 
though not less true, that there is none crealed which 
| is not expressly named in that instrument, or that is 
not organized by congress under its direction and au- 
thority. The executive power (hus established is ves- 
ted in the president, and he has none beside. It is 
not the executive power of Russia,or of England, or 
a vague and it.definite executive power, but that on- 
ly which is defined and ordained by our own constitu- 
tion. All the executive power of our government 
is vested by general words in the president exclu- 
sively, unless by specific terms it be conferred upon 
soine other functionary solely, or in conjunction with 
him. None of the higher sovereign powers are en- 
trusted lo him separately, and only twoof any grare ; 
the power of pardon, except in cases of impeachment, 
and to receive ambassadors anc other public minis- 
ters. The higher powers of war, of perce, of ap- 
pointing to office, are withdrawn from the executive 
| class and vested specially in the president and other 
| functionaries of the government. The weil schooled 
| founders of our system had but recently come out of 
a long life and death struggle with the one man pow- 
er; and they have manifested a wise distrusi of that 
monarchical principle i the organization of the ex- 
ecutive branch of the government. Asa further ey- 
idence of it, no implied powers whatever are vested 
| in the president; and, if auxiliary powers are requi- 

red for the convenient execulivu oi those which are 

expressed, they are to be organized by congress; and 
can only exist or operate by authorily of law under 
the constitution Congress shall have power 

“To make all laws which shail be necessary and 

proper for carrying into execution the foregoing pow- 
ers, and all other powers vested by this constitution in 
| the government of the United States, or in any depart- 
| ment or officer lhereof.”’ 
Every implied executive power, or of any other char- 
| acter, and pertaining in any manner to the govern— 
/ment or any of .ts officers, must pass through the 
| congressional crucible belore it can have form and 
|existence. it was impossible to enumerate all the 
| powers of government in the constitution, and many 
| of the inferior class had to be Jefi to impiication.— 
| They were guarded by the requirement that they 
| should be ‘‘necessary aud proper” lo carry into exe- 
| culion the enumerated powers. But even this did 
| not satisfy the enlightened aod distrustful forecast of 
| the wise men ol the schoul of 1776; they had a clear 
| view of the abuse and dangers to «hici implied 
| powers were suvject, and they confided (he structure 
and annunciation of all of them lo the discretion 
only of the representives of the peuple and the states. 
Puey were too wise aid too sincerely devuted to 
liberty to risk them with a single executive wagts- 
trate. ‘Thesecurity of the president is, thal he is 
associated with cougress in ihe business of making 
ail laws, and it requires two thirds of Vulh houses to 
overrule his dissent tou any which they may pass. 

The constiiuuun explicitiy vesis ine whule war 
power oi the government in congress; aud it makes 
the president “*commander in cluef of the army and 
| and navy of the United States.” Uhe old articles of 
| confederation provided that the 'U. Siales in congress 
assembled, shall have the sule and exciusive right 
and power of determining on peace and war.’ ‘T'ne 
power of the old congress, aud tue cengress under 
the present constitution, over the subject of war, 
exceplin lie puimt of its teriiaation by lrealy, is 
ihe same: tn Duih bodies it is full and complete.— 
| in each the power to make war 1s uncontrolled, and 
by hecessary Consequence it was the right and duty 
vi one, and is of the ocher, to judge of Ue causes of 
war, to determine against who it shall be made, te 
fix the objects and ends to which it shall be waged, 
and toresulve when it shall terminate. All these 
faculties are not merely consequential to the sove- 
reign war making power; they are modes of its ex- 
ercise wilhuut which the power, in its unity and 
plenitude, as it is conterred Dy the constitutiva upon 
congress, could notexist. The continenot.1 congress 
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exercised the war power in all its forms and details; 
and the existing congress has the same fulness of 
jurisdiction over the subject, because it was inten- 
ded to be, and was in fact given to both withont con. 
dition or limitation. It is the option of congress to 
grant or withhold appropriations to carry on any 
war, to decide how and what sums shall be appro- 

riated; what number and description of forces shall 

e appropriated; what number and description of 
forces shall be raised; whether operations shall be 
by sea or land; if by sea, what sort of ships shall be 
used; into what regions of country the war shall be 
be carried; whether it shall be offensive or defensive, 
and whether conquests shall be held or evacuated by 
our army. Allsuch matters were acted upon and 
determined by the old congress, and they come no less 
within the sweep of authority of the existing con- 
gress, because it has not less of power over the sub- 
ject of warin making and waging it. The only dis- 
linctions between the two bodies are, that the con- 
tinental congress could end a war by treaty, and 
appoint its own commander in chief and subordinate 
officers; the present congress has no part in the for— 
mation of treaties, and the constitution appoints its 
commander in chief,and the president and senate, 
or head of the wardepartment, all inferior officers. 
The paralle| holds upon every otker point. 

In relation to war and military affairs Congress 
may legislate at will within the limits of the consti- 
tution and the principles and usages established by 
civilized nations; and it has exercised this power by 
the enactment of the cede called the army regula- 
tions. Some of its provisions ernbrace the president 
as commander-in-chief, and he is just as fair a sub- 
ject add just as subordinate to the military legisla- 
tion of congress, where it is applied to him, as in 
his character of president he is to its civil legislation, 
He has noimmunity in either office. In England the 
King can do no wrong, and is above all law; in this 
blessed country the president is above none, and he, 
alike with the bumblest laborer or foot soldier, must 
submit to its supremacy. 

Rut the constitution having appointed the pre- 
sident commander-in-chief of the army and navy 
of the United States, what are his powers and du— 
ties in that capacity? Precisely the same that at- 
tached to that officer under the old confederation: 
not a particle larger than if he were now any other 
individual and appointed by the president and the 
senate, or elected by congress. | The extent of the 
powers of acommander-in chief in no kind or degree 
depend upon the manner of his appointment, and 
that the constitution devolves this office on the presi- 
dent does not, cannot enlarge its authority. He 
cannot constitutionally at least make war; he cannot 
enlarge its authority. He cannot constitutionally at 
least make war; he cannot raise, appoint, or supply 
armies, or build or put ships in commission; he ts 
merely our first military and naval commander, and as 
such the entire aggregate oi his authority is to direct 
and control the operations of the army and navy.— 
He is the mere agent of congress in fs exercise of the 
sovereign war power of the nation; not appointed or 
removable by il, but wholly sub subordinate to it.— 


He owes iuplicit obedience to all forms, rules, and | try. 


restrictions which it may by law prescribe for his | 
government, and his defence is in the possession of | 
the veto power as president. wi 
Whilst all would admit that to claim to indicate | 
the objects or control the continuance of wars, in 
virtue merely of the office of highest commander, | 
would be a solecism, yet these functions may be at- | 
tempted to be deduced to the president from his be | 
ing a branch of the trealy-making power, as a trea~ 
ty would necessarily, tacitly or expressly, embrace 
the objects, and pul an end to the war, which iouat) 
ordinarily coutinue without a treaty. ‘Phe senate is | 
a co-(rdinate branch with the president of the treaty 
making power, so that, if to determine to what ends 
a war should be waged, and when it shall be cou— 
cluded, result necessarily to the treaty-making po v- 
er, those rights would attach conjoint to the presi- 
dent and the senate, and not to him separately. But 
they do not properly rest in the treat) -making pow- 
er; they are rightiully and necessarily an appendage | 
to the war power. ‘he two powers in our goveru~ 
ment were not separated with the purpose of re- 
stricling congress, on any point, in the exercise of 
the war power; bul, because of the greater couven- 
jence, secrery aud dispatch that would be introduced 
in the business of negotiation by authorizing the pre- 
sident to conduct our foreign affaus and make trea- 
ties, subject to the rejection and approval of two- 
thirds oi the senale. ‘The objects of congress in 
making and continuing a war are generally so well | 





known that the president and the senate need uot to, 
be explicitly advertised of them for their instruction | 
in negotiating a treaty. Both the president and the 
senate, being components of the war power, and | 


between them and the house, congress has, and no 
doubt will, in all but extraordinary cases, tacitly 
yield to the treaty-making power the decision of 
the questions, to. what ends the war shall continue 
to be waged, and when it shall be concluded. But 
congress unquestionably has the right, as the war- 
making power, to declare its own will and judgment 
upon these points. Jt would require a strong case to 
render such an annunciation proper; but, when made, 
it would be the duty of the treaty-making power to 
conform to it. Many may dissent from the last gen- 
eral position; but the intelligent and candid, whilst 
contending that the treaty power, by possessing the 
functions to terminate war, must consequently have 
the right to pass upon the objects for which it is wa. 
ged, would concede that this could not enure.to the 
president alone, but must necessarily attach to the 
entire treaty-making power, both him and the senate. 
The inevitable conclusions would be that this right 
could not be exercised by the presideni alone; by 
him in opposition to the senate, or by him withuut 
the accordant action of the senate. Whilst such a 
power wasclaimed for the president and the senate, 
conjointly and inseparably, it would be admitted that 
it was held concurrently with congress; and another 
necessary consequence would be that, when congress 
had declared the particular objects and ends of a 
war, and the conditions upon which it should be ter- 
minated, it would, in mosl cases, carry the assent of 
the president, invariably that of the senate, in conse- 
quence of their being branches of the legislative 
power, and must, therefore, in every case be autho- 
ritative. 

But the great and controlling power of congress 
over the continuance of war, and the mode and ob-— 
jects of waging it, consists in its undeniable right to 
zrantor withhold supplies both of men and money. 
his is the most potential, but the extreme remedy, 
and should not be resorted to until all others fail.— 
But it it is a mighty power, and has been so wielded 
by the commons of England as to win what of liber- 
ty that country now possesses. It curbs her kings, 
and its exercise commands their obedience by sha- 
| king their thrones to the lowest foundations. The 
(men of our revolution had read its history in the 
| mother cuuntry, and knew that in our system too it 
| would be of inappreciable value. Having them- 
| selves felt the weight of the galling yoke of tyranny, 
| and being devoted soul and mind to liberty, they in- 
_corporated this great popular power in our constitu- 

tion, and provided for its frequent and vigilant 
exercise by forbidding appropriations for a longer 
period than two years, however imperative ond ur- 
gent the case. The panders of James K. Polk, and 
executive power geuerally, boldiy deny to congress 
the right to resort to this power in all times of war. 
It is against the exigencies and the dangers of war 
times particularly that it was intended to guard the 
freedom of the people. Its wisdom and necessity in 
our system is da.ly becoming more apparent, and if 
the concentration of all the powers of the govern- 
mentin the president shall continue to progress, as 
| doubtless it will, the time is not distant when it will 
| be the Jast citadel and the last hope of the coun 








'of the war. 


It is thus seen that the president has no constitu- 
tional power to involve the country in war, & that it is 


| made not a facile matter by being entrusted to the re- 


presentatives of the states end the people; tiat con- 
gress has the right to accelerate peace by declaring 
and restricting, from time to time, the objects of war, 


| and to force it by withholding supplies; that the pre- 
| sident and the senate can at any time terminate war 


by making peace; that the president, in all cases ex- 
cept where his veto is overruled, and a majority of 
either house of congress may compel peace, by :efusign 
assent to bills of supply to continue the war; and that 
all Jaws to raise means to carry on war must origi- 
vate in the house of representatives. How strongly 
and strikingly is it in all this demonstrated that peace 
and not war, isthe pervading principle of our sys- 
iem; and that the arbitrament of these mowentous 
issues 1s referred mainly to to the sovereign people, 
and not to the one man, the president. 

Having ascertained these general principles, let us 
proceed to examine their relations and application 
to the present concition of the country. ‘The United 
Siates is al war with Mexico. This war was made 
by President Polk, of his own will directing the 


march of the American army into the territory of | 


iexico, then in her possession anc governed by her 
laws, to occupy it for the United States. This was 
an act of usurpation, and in derogation of the power 
of congress. On the 13:h of May last congress re 
cognised and adopted this presidential wur; but it 


_made no manifesto of the wrongs it intended to re- 


dress, or the objects to be effected by the continuance 
A preamble of two lines recites:— 
‘* Whereas, by the act of the republic of Mexico, a 
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Sree goverument, with the least possible delay, 8! 


there having been heretofore so much of confidence , Slate of a war exists between that goverument and | to that which exists in our territories. ‘Lhey ¥ 





the United States.” So far as this, or the law | 
which it is appended, indicates the objects of - 
war on the part of the United States, they were d P 
fence and peace only, nothing but security aaa” 
cessation of hostilities; and the war could legitimate, 
ly be prosecuted by the president to no other ends. 
and whenever the United States were freed of the 
arms of Mexico, and she evidenced a Willingness ng 
stop hostilities, it was the duty of him and the sen 
ate to treat of peace only. But there were other 
matters involved in this war. The president had sent 
a special message to congress, which took thres 
distinct grounds for it on the part of the United 
States. 

1. Mexico had invaded the territory of the Unite 
States by crossing the Rio Grande, and sheddip 
American blood on American soil in an attack op , 
detachment of our army. 

2. That she had refused to treat upon the questioy 
of boundary, or to recognise the true line between 
the two countries. 

3. That she had failed to pay the sums which ghe 
had assumed by treaty stipulations for spoliationg 
upon the property of American citizens, and to make 
satisfaction for similar Unadjusted demands. 

It might properly be contended in favor of Mr. 
Polk that his message should be considered in cop. 
nexion with the law which was the consequence of 
it; and that, in this mode, congress had sufficiently 
indicated its assent to the causes and purposes of 
the war as set out in his message. Such a position 
might be a sufficent justification to Mr. Polk, gs 
commander-in-chief, to prosecute the war to that 
extent: it is none to congress, because it leaves the 
matter in too much ambiguity even as to those points, 
But certainly it cannot be contended that congress 
had ends, and authorized a scope to be giving in wa. 
ging this war beyond both their own law and the 
president’s message. And Mr. Polk, being merely 
its agent to give effect io the war power, should 
have submitted himself literally to its will and be 
hests. Let us inquire if be has so acted. 

As President, Mr. Polk had nothing to do with the 
war, but to approve of or dissent from the bill re- 
cognising its exisience. Having signed it, his 
only function as president bearing upon the war, 
except the treat of peace, was executed, and his 
character and powers as commander-in-chief only 
then applied. He had the right under congress \o 
order such parts of the army and navy as he willed 
to serve in the war, and to detail any officer to the en. 
tire command, or to appoint several to head as ma- 
ny expeditions. Mr. Polk adopted the latter plan, 
and sent outa naval expedition under Czpt. Sloat 
into the Pacific to take possession of the Californias; 
while he ordered General Taylor to cross the Rio 
Grande with his army and attack Mexico on the 
north east, and Gen. Kear:y at the head of another 
army was directed to occupy New Mexico, and 
witha partof atto cross over into Upper California to 
sustain the vavy, and secure the possession of that 
country. Mr. Polk through the war and navy de- 
partments, gave these several commanders mililary 
orders and instructions. In those to Gen. [ayloris 
this passage; 

“Availing yourself of divisions which you may 
find existing among the Mexican people—to which 
allusion has been made—a:t will be your policy to 
encourage the separate vepartment or stales, and et 
pecially those which you invade and occupy, lo de 
clare their independence of of the central government 
of Mexico, and either to become our allies, ort 
assume, as it is understood Yucatan has done, 4 
neutral attitude iv tne existing war between the U. 
States and Mexico. In such of the departments of 
states as may tuke this course, you will give the 
inhabitants assurances of the protection of your army 
until the return of peace, so tar as may be consisient 
with your military plans of operation. When peact 
is made they may decide for themselves their own for 
of government. ' 

in the orders to General Kearney the executirt 
says: 

‘Should you conquer and take possession of New 
Mexico and Upper California, or considerable places 
in either, you will establish temporary civil goveri- 
ments therein, abolishing all arbitrary restrictiolt 
thal may exist, so far as it may be done with salel): 
In periorming this duty it would be wise and pr 
dent to continue in their employment all such of {he 
existing ollicers as are known to be friendly to the 
United States, and will take the cath of allegiance” 
them. The duties at the custom houses ought at ont? 
to be reduced tosuch rate as may be barely sufficient 
to maintain the necessary officers, without yielding 
any revenue tothe gevernuwent. You may assur 
the people of those provinces that it itis the w* 


and design of the United States to provide for watt 
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then be called upon to exercise the rights of freemen 
‘electing their own representatives to the territorial leg- 
ure. lt is foreseen that what relates to the civil 
eeeacoent will be a.difficult and unpleasant part of 
our duty,and much must necessarily be left to your 
own discretion.’ , 

{nthe orders from the navy department to Capt. 
Stockton, successor of Com. Sloat, there is addressed 

him in this strong command: es Ms 

«Without being animated by any ambitious spirit 
of conquest, our naval and military forces must 
hold the ports and territory of the enemy of which 

nesession has been obtained by their arms. You 
will, therefore, under no circumstances voluntarily the 
lower the flag of the United States, or relinquish the 
actual possession of Upper California. Of other points 
of the Mexican territory, which the forces under 
our command may occupy, you will maintain 
ossession, or withdrew, asin your judgment may be 
most advantageous in prosecution of the war.” 

The meaning and spirit of these several passages 
are literally repeated, enforced with emphasis, and 
mioutely elaborated many times in the same and sub- 
sequent orders. They expressed well-considered 

urposes Of Mr. Polk’s administration. And how 
were they understood and executed by the command- 
ers to whom they were directed? Gen. Kearney oc- 
cupied New Mexico, and Captain Stockton the Ca- 
jifornias. They thereupon respectively proclaimed 
those countries to be annexed to the United States, 
and their people to be citizens thereof, and establish 
ed in each the form and fundamental law of a regu- 
Jar civil government, partitioning its powers into the 
three departments, legislative, executive, and judi- 
cial. Gen. Kearny organized New Mexico into po- 
litieal divisions, and, having fixed the number of each 
pranch of the legislature, he made an apportionment | 
of its members among the inhabitants as electors.— | 
He appointed a governor and inferior executive offi 








indefinite; but still there are some points in his part 
of this transaction which are quite distinct, and the 
question arises upon them, has he assumed powers 
which did not belong to him? 

The utmost latitude that can be given to the ac- 
tion of congress, in setting out the objects of the war, 
is—1. To repel the Mexican forces beyond the Rio 





Grande. 2. To force Mexico to recognise that river 
as the boundary between the two Republics. 3. To 
compel her to pay the just claims which American 
citizens have against her for wrongs in violation of 
the laws of nations. Mr. Polk was, as the head of 
our army and navy, to prosecute the war for success 
in those objects; it did not belong to him to add to 
them. Not being restricted or instructed by con- 


gress, he hada right to apply and to use, according | 


to his own discretion, the entire military and naval 
force of the United States in the prosecution of the 
war: to attack Mexico any where, by land or by sea; 
to occupy any portion of her territory, and hold it by 
force of arms, and to weaken and do her all the da- 
mage he could within the usages of civilized war- 
fare. But he had no authority whatever to declare 
other objects of the war, or to give to any of the 
states or people of Mexico any military pledge for the 
United States. It was competent for congress only 
to do such acts. Yet Mr. Polk orders Gen. Taylor 
to encourage the Mexican states ‘‘to declare their 


independence of the central government of Mexico, | liminium, in virtue of which persons and things taken 


and either to become our allies, or to assume, as it 
is understood Yucatan has done, a neutral attitude 
in the existing war between the United States and 
Mexico. In such of the departments or states as 
willtake this course you will give the inhabitants 
assurances of the protection of your army until the 








and relations of war, ‘‘sovereign” and “conqueror,” 
connected with England or Russia, would mean the 
monarch; with Venice of the middle ages, her senate; 
with Switzerland the diet of the cantons; and with 
the United States their congress. Those terms no- 
where signify a mere military commander; and it is 
superfluous to say, that our President, either in his 
civil or military capacity, or both together, does not 
fitor fill them. The sovereign power makes war, 
and any authority short of it is not sovereign in that 
matter! War being successfully made in a country, 
its political goverment is necessarily overthrown,— 
If it be wholly subjugated, and its national existence 
annihilated, it passes at once tothe conqueror in all 
the fulness of the right of conquest, because no pow- 
er is left to reconquer, no government with which to 
treat. But ifa province, or part of a country only 
be subjugated, the right of the conqueror is not com- 
plete until it be confirmed to him by treaty, or he 
has held possession of it for a length of time in its ef. 
fect equivalent to such confirmation. Vattel says: 
“Immovable possessions, lands, towns, provinces, 
&c. become the property of the enemy who makes 
himself master of them: but it is only by the treaty of 
peace or the entire submission and extinction of the 
state to which the towns and provinces belonged, 


‘that the acquisition 1s completed, and the property 


becomes stable and perfect.”” The principle of “post 


by an enemy and restored to their former state, on 
coming again into the power of a nation to which 
they belonged,” is recognised by the whole civilized 
world. But where the conquest of a country has 
been but partial, and has neither been confirmed to 








| the eonqueror by treaty or long possession, he never- 


return of peace, so far as may be consistent with | theless has a qualified and limited sovereignty to the 


your military plans of operations.”” ‘*When peace 


' 


extent he occupies it with his arms, and a corres- 


is made, they may decide themselves their own form of ponding and imperfect riglit. 


government.”” Whence did President Polk derive his 








cers. He organized courts of law, and made judges, 
superior and inferior, and ministerial officers. He | 
established a definite tenure of office, salaries, and | 
pay, and ordained that all should be paid out of the | 
treasury of the United States. He declared the laws | 
of the United States to be in force in New Mexico, | 
denounced the punishment of treason against any 
inhabitant serving in the army of the enemy, and au- | 
thorized the governor to grant pardons for offences | 
against the laws of the territory, and reprieves for | 


authority to direct this war to be prosecuted to pro- 
mote the revolt and independence of a part of the 
Mexican states; to make a compact with them to 


become our allies;to apply our military resources | 
to uphold their revolutions; to guaranty protection to 


the people until the return of peace; and then their 
independence and right of self-government? 

But upon New Mexico and California, forming 
half the Mexican territory, he advances a long stride 
further. He makes their conquest and permanent 


Questions connected with these rights have come 
up in England, and been decided by her courts. In 
the case of the Foitina, decided by Sir William Scott, 

| it is adjudged that, when the arms of England subju- 
gated and held pussession of a country, the king, as 
the representative of the war power, acquired an 
imperfect sovereignty over it, which, in virtue of his 
royal prerogative, gave him certain limited rights, 
among which are admiralty droits. The case of 
Hall vs. Campbell was thoroughly argued four seve- 
| ral times before Lord Mansfield, and, in pronouncing 





all violations of the laws of the United States; and| acquisition the great end of the war, and orders our judgment, that eminent jurist proceeded to lay down 
commanders not to fail to occupy them; in no event; several propositions, which received the assent of all 
voluntarily to lower our flag in them; to hold the) the learned counsel, and which he declared to be tuo 


appointed an election to be held for a delegate to, 
congress, as in the case of our other Territories. He 

proceeds to lay taxes, to make various other interna! 

regulations, and to promulge an entirely new, exten- 

tive, and complicated code of civil laws. General | 
Kearney was a deputy military commander, acting 

under authority delegated to im by the commander- 

in chief of the army and navy of the United Siates, 

who himself, within the premises, was a mere mili- 

lary officer, without a civil function or a single par- 

ticle of civil power. Yet he so far transcends the 

real authority of his principal as to assume the high- 

est and the fullest right to establish civil government 

and civil laws in their greatest amplitude. No abso- 

lute autocrat in Europe could have done more. 

At the beginning of the session, this house made a 
tall upon Mr. Polk to know, authentically, wha! 
these law-giving warriors had been doing, and whe- 
ther their acts were by his orders, or had been ap- 
proved by him. He sends in copies of his orders to 
them, and a detailed account of their extravagancies; 
and in his accompanying message says: 

“Itis deciared upon its face to be a temporary 
civil government of the said territory, but there are 
portions of it which purport to establish and orga 

hize a permanent territorial government of the 
Voiled States over the territory, and to impart to its 
lohabitants political rights, which, under the consti 

Huion of the United Siates, can be enjoyed perma- 
mently only by the citizens of the United States.— 
se have not been approved or recognised by me. 
Puch organized regulations as have been established 
Navy of the conquered territories for the security 
of our conquests, for the preservation of order, for 

* protection of the rights of the inhabitants, and 
Pr depriving the enemy of the advantages of these 
*rritories, while the military possession of them by 
¢ forces of the United States continued, will be re- 
‘Buised and approved.” 


Mr. Polk had authorized beforehand these com- 
‘anders to establish temporary civil governments in 
€w Mexico and Upper California, and to abolish 
ating laws, and to introduce a new code; and when 
‘Tesults are communicated to him he avows to 
“ogress his approval, except so far as the territorial 
‘Yerhment ordained is of a permanent character, | 
NG political rights are altempted to be conferred | 
Poti the inhabitants which could only be possessed 
) SiliZens of the Uniled States. These reservations 


like many acts of his administratisn, vague and 





possession and establish civil government, io ail its 
forms, over them; to attach them for the time to the 
United States; to ‘assure the people of those provin- 


| 


| clear to be controverted. Among them are— 


1. “A country conquered by the British arms be- 


/comes a dominion of the king in the right of his 


ces that it is the wish and design of the United States | crown, and therefore necessarily subject to the legis- 
to provide for them a {ree government, with the least! lature, the Parliament of Great Britain.” 


possible delay, similar to that which exists in our) 


2. ‘That the conquered inhabitants, once received 


terrilories; and they will then be called on to exercise | under the king’s protection, become subjects, and 
the rights of freemen in electing their own representa | are to be universally considered in that light, not as 


tives to the Territorial Legislature.” 
Mr. President James Kuox Folk looms in this war! 


How imperially | enemies or aliens.” 
| 3. “That the laws of lhe conquered countay continue 


lf the constitution had not created the office of com-! in force until they are altered by the conqueror.” 


mander in chief, it might have been done by act of 
congress, and then General Scott, or some other per- 
son, would have filled it, with every power and im. 
munity which now belongs to Mr. Polk, except to 
hold it subject only to impeachment; and had he, as 
auch commander, undertaken what Mr. Polk has, 
congress would at once hive brought him up as a 
sort of knight De la Mancha. 


But the establishment of every form of civil insti- 
tution in these conquered countries, under the au- 
thority of President Polk, is so absurd and mon- 
strous as to deserve a more particular examination 
and exposure. ‘This branch of the subject brings up 


the naiure and extent of the rights of a conqueror | 


over a subjugated people and country, and the mode 
and agency by which those rights are to be made 
available, and particularly by the United Siates; aud 
also the righis which remain to the couquered. 

No war can be justified but upon the necessity of 
being the only means of defence, ur obtaining redress 
for great wrongs. ‘The rightto m.ke it is one of the 
highest powers of pulitical sovereignty; and when 
the terus sovereign is used in the national code in 
connection with war, it has reference to the magis- 
tracy to which is coufided by the fundamental law of 
any country the war power. In this insignificance 
is the term used by Grotius, Pulfendorf, Burlamaqui, 
Vattel, and every other writer upon international 
law. Vattel says, * i'ne sovereign is the real author 
oi the war, which is Carried on in his name and by his 
crder. ‘The troops, officers, soldiers, aud, in general, 
all those by Whuse ageucy the sovereign makes war, 
are only instruments in his hands.’ Al) the authori- 
lies are accordant. ‘The term conqueror is strictly 
synonymous with sovereign, and refers to identically 
ihe Same power in a particular mode, a victor in 
arms. In adjudging questions involving the rights 


| 
| 


4. “That if the king (and when | say the king I al- 
| Ways mean the king without the concurrence of the 
| Parliament) has a power to alter the old and to in- 
“troduce new laws in a conquered country, this legis- 
lation being subordinate, (that is, subordinate to his 
‘own in Parliament,’ be cannot make any new change 
| contrary to fundamental principles. 

It is also decided in this case that this subordinate 
| rightof legislation, belonging to the king in virtue of 
| his royal prerogative, even before it was superseded 
_ by the paramount legislation of parliament, might be 

and had been surrendered by the king to the people of 
| the conquered country. There were other interest- 
ing questions decided in this case, which originated 
in the Island of Grenada, after its conquest had been 
secured to England by a treaty of cession with 
France. Great Britain had run a long and success- 
ful career of conquest, the sentiment of the nation 
leaned to the rights of the conqueror, and in cases 
tried in her own courts they were pushed to the ut- 
most verge of the international law. But those rights 
and correlative powers, applicable to sovereigns only, 
as laid down by her own courts, or by the writers on 
the national code, who so absurd as to say that they 
inure to James Polk as P.esident or commander-ia- 





| chief? So faras they have applicability with us, 
| they attach to the nation and to congress, which 1s 


invested with ils sovereign war power. At present, 
ai least, the President of the United States either as 
our chief executive magistrate or generalissimo, 
has not, rightfully or in fact, any royal prerogatives, 
todraw them to him; but, from the tendency of 


| things, how long it will be belure he has, caunot be 


| predicted. 


But a conquered people have rights as well as the 
conqueror. ‘True, a geutleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. Rhett) has, during the present sessio:, declared 
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in debate that they have none; but their property, 
their liberty, and their lives become absolutely sub- 
ject to the conqueror, who might make such dispo- 
sition of all as he willed, even to putting to death the 
whole subjugated people, and the appropriation of 
their property. No such atrocious and diabolical 
sentiment is tolerated by civilized nations. It was 
exploded centuries ago by pagan civilization in its 
early dawn; and as the code of war has been greatly | 
meliorated under the hallowed influences of christi- 
anity, it is now utterly condemned and abhorred.— 
The bloody people who would now enforce that 
monstrous principle would soon find christendom 
armed against them in one holy crusade. The ge- 
neral mitigation of international law, and especially 
in relation to war and its rights, is progressing, 
and will progress with the advance of the world.— 
Here are passages which speak the spirit of modern 
warfare: 

‘As svon as your enemy has laid down his arms| 
and surrendered his person, you have no Jonger any 
right over his life.” 

‘‘But, at present, war is less dreadful in its conse 
quences to the subject; matters are conducted wiih 
more humanity. One sovereign makes war against 
another sovereign, and not against the unarmed citi- 
zens.’ The conqueror seizes upon the possession of 
the Stale, the public property, while private indivi- 
duals are permitted to relain theirs.” 

“If itis against the sovereign alone that he has 
just cause of complaint, reason plainly evinces that 
he acquires no other rights by his conquest than such 
as belonged to the sovereign whom he has dispo-sess- 
ed; and, on the submission of the people, he is bound to | 
govern them according to the laws of the State. If | 
the people do not voluntarily submit, the state of war | 
continus.” 


‘*Instead of the custom of pillaging the open coun- 
try and deferceless plains, another mode has been 
substituted, which is at once more humane and ad- 
vantageuus to the belligerent sovereign: 1 mean that 
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clearly introdueed by it, The entire legislative power 
of the government is created by the constitution, and 
by it vested exclusively in congress; and no legisla- 
tive act can be legitimately done in the name of the 
United States, within or without their limits, but by 
the authority of congress. The is the fixed principle 
of our written fundamental law. Even the legisla- 
tion of the king of England, in virtue of a royal pre- 
rogative in a conquered country, cannot have effect 
against the unwritten law of the realm. And shall 
ours, which the people have declared to be supreme, 
be broken down by the fugacious usurpaticns of Jas. 
K. Polk? He has not a semblance of authority to do 
or to authorize any act of a legislative kind in New 
Mexico or California, any more than in the rightful 
territory of the Uaited States. If he had deemed any 
regulations of the kind necessary or useful in the 
prosecution of the war, there was properly but one 
course for him to take—to refer the matter to con- 
gress; and if it could not rightfully act upon the sub- 
ject, there is no other power that can. 


It has been shown that after war is declared, so 
far as Mr. Polk can act, it is a commander-in-chief, 
and not as president; that in the latter character he 
could not interpose until congress had passed some 


_law in relation the war, which required his agency 


in its execution; and that his office of commander- 
in-chief was purely military, without a figment of 
civil power. If it combine any civil authority, it 
must be conferred; and how and by what? It is not 
imported by the language used in creating the offiee, 
and there is no other passage in the constitution 
bearing upon it. The laws of congress might unite 
same civil with it; but no law authorises him to do, 
or to order to be done, what his deputy military law- 
givers hnve enacted in New Mexico and California. 

Mr. Polk had a right to send Taylor, Kearny, and 
Stockton upon their several expeditions with general 
discretion, or with special orders and restricted 
powers. In either state of the case, they would be 
acting under and representing him; but in the first, 





of contributions.” 

“At present war is carried on by the regular troops. | 
The people, the peasants, the citizens take no part | 
in it, and, in general, have nothing to fear from the | 
sword of the enemy. Provided the inhabitants submit | 
to him who is masier of the country, pay the contri- | 
butions imposed, and refrain from all hostilities, | 
they live in as perfect safety as if they were friends; 
they even continue in possession of what belongs to” 
them; the country people come freely to camp to sell | 
their provisions, and are protected as far as possible 
from the calamities of war.” 

Such are the milder features of modern warefare. 
Private property, however, is only safe upon the 
Jand; it is still subject to pillage upon the high seas 
But sentiments are progressing which will abolish | 
that piratical practice. Kven contributions are now 
never exorbitant, and are now fallen into disuse. 

It will be seen from this collocation of authorities | 
that a conqueror has no right to devastate a country | 
with fire, sword and rapine; to murder prisovers or | 
the unresisting people; to sell them into slavery; 
and, where they submit, and are peaceable, to harrass | 
and oppress them with martial law; or to deprive | 
them of their own laws and regulations, and to sub- | 
stitute for them a sivange anu detested code; to piun- | 
der them of their property, or lo make any exactions 





from them except in the form of regular contribu | 


tious; and especially, that, befure he has completely | or power to advauce. 


subjugated their government and country, he has no 
right to punish them with death as traitors for serv- 
ing that government and country, or require them to 
betray both, take the oath of allegiance to him, and 
be incorporated with Lis own cilizens and subjects. 
The people of New Mexico and California, having 
voluntarily submitted to our arms, were not properly 
subject to uny of these acts; but all of them the 
dupes of Mr. Polk, acting under his orders, have in- 
flicted upon those people; and he has with distinct- 
ness and emphasis approved all but those which 
make and give them the privileges of citizens of the 
Uniied States. But grant that the right to do all 
these things resulted from our conquest and military 
occupation of those countries to whom did it result, 
and to whatolficer or department of our government 
are they enirusted by the constilution, is with us the 
great practical question, 


Every power and every officer of our government | 


‘“‘jives and moves and has being” under and by the 
constitution, and the constitution alone. 
any power to the president or any other functionary 


from any other svuurce, 1s the greatest and dangerous | 


of all absurdities. He, or congress, or any person 
under them, whether acting in or out of the United 


States, receive all legal vitality from it; and if a war- | tary possession of those provinces without such aids. 


rant cannot be there found for the act, it is against 
the fundamental law and void. No code or law finds 


any place in our system, unless it be adopted by the to him, but in a discretionary and not a mandatory 
coustitution, and then only to such exient as it is| form; another proof that Mr. Polk, for himsell, lor 


To deduce | 


each of thei would have possessed all the military 
authority, and could have done every act to which 
Mr. Polk himself would have been competent, had 
he been personally at the head of the expedition, In 
the execution of general orders and powers, Kearny 
and Stockton might have legislated to the same ex 
tent, and in precisely in such forms as they have 
under more particular instructions. They would 
have had fuli military power appropriate to their 
several expeditions, and Mr. Polk could not possibly 
have possessed more, or by any form of orders have 
delegated more to them. What were their duties 
and competency in their respective positions, or Mr. 
Polk’s, had he been their in person? To perform 


levery act of a wise and effective military and naval 


commander, and not one in addition; to meet and 
suudue the forces of Mexico wherever they appe ired; 
to keep down all military movements or attempts to 
resist the American arms; to break up the political 
organization of those countries, and to cut off their 
conunexion for the time with the central govern 

ment; to prevent the Mexican armies and authorities 
from drawing any assistance whatever from thein; 
and to keep the inhavitanis quiet and in a state of 
complete subjection to our military and naval forces. 
This would have been military oecupation of the 
country in its fullest sense, and beyond it neither Mr. 
Poik’s military piwtors nor himself had any warrant 
Will Mr. Polk himself con- 


tend that he, military officer exclusively in this mat- 


ter, has any right to take and hold any other than a 
military possession of those countries? He admits 
in his special message that his occupation is tempo- 
rary, but he does not, nor could he, contend, without 
mockery, that itis merely military. Can there be no 
occupation of those countries but what is military? 
If there can be, what would be civil occupation? To 
| institute the ‘undamental jaw of a complex and com- 
plete fourm of government, to create all manner of 
legislative, execulive, judicial, and ministerial of- 
ficers, to appoint and iustal the officers into their 
/respective places, aid to establish their fees, pay, 
| and saluries, to lay taxes, and make sundry internal 
regulations, and to comptle and enact an extensive 
|civil code of Jaws applicavle to all the diversified 
transactions, interests, property, and rights of the 
‘inhibitants, is a prety complete civil occupation of 
New Mexico, and it is that which Mr. Polk has 
‘authorized and ordered ‘upon his own hook.” That 
is all the civil occupation of which any country is 
|capable, and much more perfect than this ever be- 
‘fore had. But why did not Gen. Taylor organize 
similar political, civil and Jegal institutions in Ta- 
| maulipas, Coahuila, and New Leon? He holds milt- 


He was at liberty to resort to them; for the same 
orders under which Gen. Kearny acted were given 


mene ee 
congress, and for the United States, ha determine, 
fully that the acquisition of New Mexico anq Cal 


the war, that it should be waged to their Permane 
acquisition. ‘ 
ut the officers by whose agency Mr. Po}, 
petrated these extravagant enormities were Ag 
bordinates, and acted under his commands, anj = 
therefore not culpable. It is true that under genera 
orders they would have as much warrant ag jhe 
could have under the most specific; and if, act, 
under orders in no Way pointing to such acts, the 
nevertheless had proceeded to jay the foundations of 
states of this union in those subjugated Mexican Pro. 
vinces, to occupy in them the whole field of human 
legislation, and to attach them preliminarily ang jp. 
formal to the United States, the annunciation of gycp 
startling facts would have struck Mr. Polk hime 
and the American people as with a galvanic shoc, 
Yet in that mode the whole thing would have been 
just as Jegitimate and constitutional as it now is: |; 
is the very acme of executive arrogance and usurpa. 
tion. If, in addition to his own proper powers, Mr, 
Poik had combined in himself all that congress pg. 
sesses over the subject, and had put the aggregated 
mass to the utmost in execution, he would have {qj. 
len short of the achievements of his satraps acting 
under his orders and appybation. The case did jg 
admit, the most absolute despot of Europe could no 
possibly have gone ito, a larger exercise of legisla, 
live and civil powers, and every act he could hay, 
done would have been the appendages of his sovereignty, 
Who or what made James K. Puik a sovereign, ang 
invested him with such high royal prerogatives 
Our president is learning fost enough to king it fo 
us. ‘lhe war power is with jealous forecast with. 
held from him, and given to the representative, of 
the people and the states; yet he takes it upon himself 
to make this war whilst congress 18 in session, and 
will not design to consult it. 


To decide the ends to which such a war shall be 
waged belongs properly to congress as the war nak. 
ing power; but Mr. Pulk’s position is to determing 
them himselt to the exclusion of congress, and to 
continne it until they are won in the battle field. To 
grant or withhold supplies to carry on a war was 
reiused to the president, but given to the represen. 
tatives of the peopie and the states, to hold him in 
check, and, wien it was proper, io enable them to 
termina:e the desolutions of war. But Mr. Polk tells 
congress that they have no option but to grant him 
such supplies as be requires to conduct this his own 
war. He has noright to make a civil regulation 
Ina conquered country; yet he excludes congress 
the only proper authority, and seizes and exercises 
legisiative powers in every form whicn the wit of 
man as devised in California and New Mexico— 
He is here the great tountaiu of honors and patronage, 
ann as such 18 increasing much more rapidly than 
the spread and the growth of the confederacy. Men 
look to him to give them money, and place, and 
position; they regard him as the arviter of their destiny, 
and they fawn and crawl around him as the denouwt 
nated siaves of Eurupe do about ils thrones. Qut 
president wants but a name oud a crown to bet 
chartered wooarch. Willthe American peopie never 
open their eyes to the dangers which environ thea! 


come? Js there not of virtue and intelligence in the 
country to regenerate the government, to purily iit 
administration, to lop off presivential usurpations, 
bring back the constitulicn to “als pure and original 
principles?” ; 
Mr. Brinkerhoff next got the floor. He said b 
had voted tor the pending amendment when it wa 
proposed in the committee on aiilitary affairs, aid 
should do so now, because he believed at was for thé 
good oi the service. ‘ihe amendment allowed to (he 
president the power of selecting Irom among the of 
ticers of the army a Commander to whom should 0} 
confided the supreme command in the field duridg 
ibe continuance of the war, without reference to th 
relative rank of the generals in command in regs 


(he president possesseu now; because if he “—“ 
any general of junior commission to come pow 1 é 
ficid to take the chief command, he could effect ibis 
purpose by recailing those who were above hin 
But Mr. B. was io favor of giving him the pow 
directiy; and why? ‘The president was resposible © 
the use of the men and money placod at tis coll 
by congress; and no man would be swifter ip — 
him to that responsivility than the gentleman - 

Ky., who had Just taken his seat, (M. G. Davis} 

his being thus Held to strict responsibility, Mr. 7 
not cowplain; but if the president was to be “ 
thus responsible, he ought lo possess, untramo 
the power of appomling bis egents to conduc , 
war. ‘Jhis considered merely ws an abstract pre 





sition, Would be Just in disci, aud must comb 


fornia should be introduced as additional Objects of 


Is the day of accountability and retribution never to} 


to each other. This was a power which, in substances 
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ueelf to the approbation of the people. But it was 
ee to be denied or concealed that there were cir- 
- sstances in the case which rendered it peculiarly 
= rthat the president should have this power at 
a resent time in regard to the war with Mexico. 
The journals of the country were rife with the idea 
that two of the major generals at present in com- 
mand in Mexico were candidetes for the presidency. 
a voice: “And do you want to make another?) 1 
donot. Ideny it. But both of these commanders 
were strong partisans, in opposition to the dominant 
Pir. Davis here asked leave to inquire whether the 
entieman from Ohio could tell him what were the 
politics of Gen. Taylor? 

Mr. Brinkerhoff replied that he had often heard 
whigs say that he was their candidate for the presi- 
dency, and he considered this as pretty"good evidence 
that he mus: be a whig. If Me. B. were a whig, (as 
his democratic friends had sometimes charged hi:m 
with being, because he could not go for every mea. 
sure they were pleased to propose), he could say 
that it was unfair to the president to compel him to 
employ those who were his rR1vALs as the instruments 
of executing his will in the prosecution of the war. 
jt was surely but just to let him select for his agents 
men known to be iriendly to the objects of the war. 

Mr. B. said he had never gone wto the question 
as to the origin of the existing war; he tad iound it 
ip existence, aud he was jor fighting it out; but it 
was contrary to the known principles of bu.ian na- 
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make the war unsuccessful and consequently odious 
tothe nation. It was manifestly proper that those 
who had the principal command in the field should 
be men who acted with the dominant party. 


When a proposition had been introduced into con- 
gress some lime ago to appoint a lieutenant general 
from the ranks of private liie Mr. B. had been opposed 
toit. He had opposed it becduse he had seen no rea- 
sons in its favor; he considered it a political blunder in 
the administration to bring forward such a measure 
prematurely. Butsince then disclosures had taken 
place which satisfied him that an appointment of the 
kind ought to be made. Had the administration 
possessed and manifested entire confidence in con- 
gress al that time, Mr. B. had no doubt that the 
measure when first proposed would have carried.— 
Bul, however that might have been, the present 
amendment did not go to the same extent; this did 
not empower the president to creale a new military 
rank of command, but merely to select from among 
the oficers of his army one to hold the supreme 
command. ‘I'o Bold the president responsible for 
the conducting of the war, and then to oblige him 
toemploy his opponents and rivals, was unfair, un- 
just, impolitic. Such a policy was insane. There 
were Valuable eflicers now commanding in Mexico; 
and it Was not vesirable that they should he brought 
home. They were receiving handsome pay, anu the 
country had a rightto their services; but they had 
horight to clauu the rank of a commander-in-chief 
under the president. ‘They were our officers, exist- 
ing by our authority, and if they were, as officers, 
siricken out of exi-tence, they could not complain. 
What ground of cowplaint would they have be- 
cause congress gave the president the right of se- 
lecting his chief commanding officer from among 
them? 

Besides, between the commander-in-chief in the 
field and the commander-in-chief at Washington 
there ought to subsist the most intimate and confi 
dential relation, and if it did not the public service 
Must suffer immensely. Mr. B. did not say that 
entire confidence did not now subsist between the 
president and the commanding generals in Mexico; 
yet it was hardly to be supposed a very confidential 
relation existed between them, because they were 
his rivals, being themselves candidates for the pre- 
sidency. 

Already we had seen some lamentable disclosures, 
Such as all reflecting men could not but regret, and 
Which never could have taken place if the proper 
degree of confidence existed between the executive 
and those acting under him. Mr. B. said he should 
Vote for the amendment proposed, and for the rea- 
sons he had given. 

Mr. B. said be had not played the partisan in that 
house. If he was notorious for any thing it was 
this, that he had had occasional difference with his 
party. While the whig side of the house had rung 
throughout the session with nothing but mere party 
ipeeches, made for the purpose of veing thrown into 
Pamphlet form and sent in cart loads fur distribution 
With a view to influence the coming election, Mr. B. 

ad pursued a very different course. We were in a 
War, and he wanted to see it prosecuted successiully 
'0 am honorable peace. 
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What the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Davis,) 
meant by his abstract argument on constitutional! 
powers, Mr. B. did not exactly comprehend. If 
the gentleman meant to convey the idea that con- 
gress had not been sufficiently consulted as to the 
manner of conducting this war, the position was in 
contrariety with the amendment which the gentle. 
man so strongly opposed; for it asked cungress to 
clothe the president with a power which, if disposed 
to make light of its authority, he might virtually ex- 
ercise without asking their permission. 

Mr. Gentry said he professed to feel as ardent a 
desire that the existing war should be brought to a 
speedy and an honorable termination as any other 
gentleman in the house and elsewhere. He had 
voted for all the means asked for by the executive, 
and which he believed proper and necessary to ac 
complish that end; and, if he could believe that 
the provision now proposed to be inserted in the 
senate’s bill was so, he would give it his prompt 
and cordial support. While he believed the war 
to have been commenced by a usurpation of pow- 
er and a manifest and open breach of the constitu- 
tion 

Mr. Brinkerhoff here asked the floor for a moment. 
He was told by his friends that he had left the im- 
pression that Mr. Polk intended to run as a candidate 
for a second presidential term. 

Sem “Certainly you did; don’t claw out of 
is:*" 

: Mr. Gentry. That was sufficiently obvious be- 
ore. 


Mr. Brinherhoff said when he spoke of two of our 
generals as the president’s rivals, he meant merely 
lo designate them as belonging to a rival party. 

[Vorces: “Ah, indeed! ha! ha! We understand!’’} 

Mr. Gentry resumed. While he thought the war 
had been commenced in an unconstitutional manner, 
still, being in the war, he could not see how we 
were to get out of it without fighting ourselves out 
of it, manfully and bravely. And, therefore, look- 
ing to those who had the ultimate authority to re- 
dress all the evils of our present condition, he had 
voted all those suppiies which were necessary to 
prosecule the war with vigor. But he did not think 
| the measure now proposed to be at all necessary or 
| proper to thatend. ‘The house bad again and again 
decided that it was not necessary. Why was the 
effort thus persevered in? The scheme nad once been 
voted out of the house sub silenfio, without deeming 
it worthy of a word of discussion or even remark. 
Since then what new lights had broken in on the 
minds of these gentlemen? What extraordinary oc- 
currences had taken place to reverse and revolu- 
tionize their ideas? He did not pretend to tell. 








thought he understood the true causes and motives 
which caused it to be thus urged upon the house. — 
He understood, as had been once intimated here 


Mexico as against political rivals and opponents, and 
| that a victory athome would be quite as dear to the 
| heart of the president, as one however glorious, on 
the fields of Mexico. 

He knew that he had no right to ask questions 
here touching matters which had oceurred else- 
where than on this floor; but he should like to inquire 
whether certain gentlemen had not gone to the pre- 
sident and to the secretary of war, and directly pro 
tested against the appuiniment of General Scott, to 
the command of the army, on the ground that, if he 
should have the opportunity of adding to the laurels 
which already encircled his brow by winning ne 
triumphs in the present war, his popularity would 
soon be such as to render him invincible as a candi- 
date for the presidency? If he had a right to put 
the question, and gentlemen here were conipelled to 
answer, he believed there were many in that hall 
who could not deny it. ‘This was, in fact, a political 
war throughout. They had anticipated a short, easy, 
brilliant campaign. ‘They expected that Mexico, 
alter a feeble resistance, would be brought to terms, 
and that this Democratic Polk administration would 
stand forever glorious on the pages of American his- 
tory for having added vast territories to the extent 
of the republic. Confident of an easy conquest, they 
had shaped all their measures in such a way as to 
drive the whigs into opposition to the war, prelerring 
their Opposition to their co operation. Of this the 
preambie to the war bill was a proof and an illustra- 
tion. Mt had so happened that General Scott, with 


He | 
had, indeed, his own opinion on the subject. He | crowd upon the president and his counsellors, and 
‘all his obsequious tools in congress, and the former 


{ 


| fears began to revive Jest the veteran of Cuippewa 
| should come home with fresh laurels won from the 


that the war was not prosecuted so much against | Mexican commanders. 


| 


that proposition enter that hall than it was voted out 
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he would answer their purpose exactly. He went ac- 
cordingly, but after he had won the victories of Palo 
Alto and Resaca de la Palma, they would gladly 
have superseded him too, bul it was then too late, 
and he was brevetted. But he, too, was now getting 
dangerous; so they left him to prosecute the war 
without sustaining him with the proper means of 
transporting his cannon and munitions. Had the 
same means been allowed him which were so amply 
provided for the gallant corps who marched over 
the country where they scarce met an enemy, and 
took possession of California, with how much more 
vigor and rapidity might the war have been con- 
ducted. But he was jeft without means of trans- 
portation, until the country was growing clamo- 
rous at the delay. At length, encountering all di- 
fficulties, and surmounting them with an energy 
never surpassed, he achieved the immortal vctory of 
Monterey. 

From that moment he became too formidable as a 
rival, and Mr. G. had sometime pictured to himself 
the religious exercise of the president, and of his 
friends of the democratic party during this new state 
of things. There had, from time to time, intima- 
tions been given, in various forms sometimes by 
little paragraphs which made their appearance in 
the democratic papers, intimating that Mr. Polk 
was a remarkably pious man, and if so, he must of 
course often pray Well, Mr. G. had imagined to 
himselfour pious president engaged in his ¢evotions, 
and (having by his own acts rendered war inevita- 
ble) he had fancied he could hear him praying, 
‘‘Good Lord, let Taylor be victorious; and then, oh 
Lord, take him to thyself speedily.” [A laugh.J— 
Well he might, for he had his own fear iest so much 
military glory might make him as tr uvlesome a 
customer as Scott. However, he could not get over 
the necessity of giving him the command after the 
glorious victories he had won, victories which 
had attracted to him the admiration not only 
of the whole country, but of foreign nations.— 
The Amerinan people were beginning to point 
to him as the man who had added lustre to our 
arms, and uphold the glory of the American name. 
From that moment he became the mark for the 
lenvy and malicious hate of the administration, and 
| of its supporters and minions in and out of congress. 
| What was to be done? Whereto would this thing 
‘grow? Forthwith General Scott, who had before 
_been put aside with looks of coldness, and supersed- 
| ed from the command of the war, came suddenly into 
bed and was seul down, in his turn, to supersede 
Taylor; for now, of the two, Taylor was become a 
more dangerous rival than Scott. 

Bul stili “thick coming fancies’? continued to 








So a project was hatched 
‘to create a “lieutenant general.”? No sooner did 
| of it. tt was not even debated, but received the in- 
‘dignity of a silent negative. It was said that the 
/president flew into a rage and scolded very hard 
| when he heard it. So, the day after, the vote was 
| reconsidered, and the proposal was referred to the 
‘committee on military affairs, and, after being re- 
/ported and debated, it was rejected again. The 
|same reception met it im the senate. But now, like 
| Banquo’s ghost, it rose again to push them {rom their 
| stools—for this amendment was but the old prepo- 
| sition for a lieutenant general. It was the same thing 
‘in substance under a new form. Instead of empow- 
‘ering the president to create a new military rank, 
italiowed him to taise one of the major generals, 
such as he snould choose, without regard tu the dale 
of commission, and set the youngest of them over 
the heads of veterans who had spent their lives in 
war. By this amendment the president could confer 
on this favorite all the powers which he could under 
the former bill, Yet at was to be made a part of 
this bili, and they must vote this or go against the 
whole bill. However willing they might be to vote 
the proposed increase of oflicers for ihe public ser- 
vice, (hey could not do it unless they swallowed thig 
pili along with the rest. For his own part, so far 
as political considerations were concerned, Mr. G. 
'feit very indifferent which way the question was de- 
| cided. 








The position had assumed as to the motives which 








oul any solicitation or agency of his own, was talk-| led to this proceeding had all been remarkably con- 
ed about by his friends as a fil candidate for the | firmed by the speech of the gentlemau irom Uhio, 
presidency, and therefore it would not do to let him |(Mr. Beinkerhott.) What were that gentienan’s 
go and reap this easy field of glory; he would be- | objections to the generals already in command? Why, 
come altogether too popular a “rival.” But old | that two of them (Scott and Taylor) were candi- 
Zack Taylor had not, at that time, been thought of | dates for the presidency—Mr. Potk’s RIVALS and po- 
by any body asa future president, and he was not| litical opponents; his rivals in aspiring tor ine presj- 
dangerous. | hey knew him to be arough anda ready | dency. Aad the geulleman thought there ougit to 
| fighter, accustomed to give and take hard knocks; so} be a more confidential intercourse between the cum- 
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mander-in-chief in Washington and a commander- 
in-chief in Mexico; and he had dared to follow his 
argument with the gross and foul intimation that 
these generals, being the president’s adversaries and 
rivals, would endeavor to make the war they conduct- 
ed unsuccessful, that thereby they might render the 
president odious, 

Here the time allotted to Mr. G. expired, to his 
great surprise and apparent discomfort. 

Mr. Sims, of South Carolina, wished to reply to 
an interrogatory which had been put to him by Mr. 
Davis, at the close of that gentleman’s argument, 
from the constitution. The argument of the gentle- 
man, as he understood it, had been intended to prove 
that the president, being the commander-in-chief, 
was simply a military officer, and that it was not in 
the power of congress to interpose a commanding 
general between him and the other major gene- 
rals. 

Mr. Davis here explained, stating that the brief 
time allotted to him had not permitted him to go 
into the conclusions which he had proposed to draw 
from the premises he had laid down; but (if the re 
porter correctly understood him) he said that he 
had intended to show that congress had no consti- 
tutional power to create the office proposed by the 
amendment; and, second, that the president had no 
right to authorise his officers to discharge civil 
functions and set up a civil government in conquered 
territory. 

Mr. Sims said that, as he understood the gentle- 
man, he contended that congress had a right to in- 
terfere in the conduct of a military campaign, and 
enjoyed just as much power in that respect at this 
moment as the old congress had done under the con- 
federation. A wilder political heresy never had been 
broached. 


Mr. &. then went on to argue from the constitu- 
tion that, though congress might declare war and 
raise fleets and armies, it had no power at all to con- 
duct war—that being the tunction of the commander- 
in-chief alone. 

As to the power of the president to establish civil 
govern. ents in territories seized and held by mili- 
tary occupation, Mr. S. said he had, on a previous 
occasion, proved, from the best writers on the law 
of nations, that this was an attribute of the milita- 
ry power, and arose from the fact of military occu- 
pation. 

Mr. S. next referred tothe 62d article of war, 
which, as believed, gave the president the power 
which this amendment proposed to confer upon him; 
but, as the construction of the rule was held to be 
doubtful, it was deemed best to confer the power by 
express legislation. He dwelt on the great incon- 
venience of having the commander-in-chief tied down 
by the priority of commission, and insisted that that 
resiriction was productive of more jealousies and 
beartburnings than any thing else in the service. In 
illustration of this he referred to the recent case of 
Col. Harney, in which case he seemed to think that 
inju-tice had been done to that officer. 

But this amendment would ut once remove all diffi- 
culties springing from military etiquette, and would 
do much to sirengihen the president’s arm in prose- 
cuting the war. 

Mr. 8. disclaimed all intimation that either Scott 
or Taylor, or account of their political relations to 
the president, would desire the campaign to fail.— 
He had no idea that either of them was wanting in 
patriotism; but he adverted to the fact that the North 
Carolina volunteers had refused to march under offi- 
cers Who avowed tbe opinion that the war was unjust. 
Such a conviction upfitted any man from prosecuting 
the war with that ardor and fanaticism of bravery 
which ensured all efforts for success. 

On the subject of harmony in political views and 
contidential iitercourse between the president and 
his subordinates, if this Was supposed necess ry, or 
at least highly desirable in cases of civil officers, 
why was it not equally, and even more so, in matters 
of military service? 

Mr. 7redway next obtained tne floor, and return- 
ed the chairman his thanks for according to him a 
privilege which he never had before been able to 
obtain, though to speak in that hall was his undoubt- 
ed right. 

He expressed surprise and regret at the existence 
of a partisan warfare on that floor in regard to a war 
waged against the common enemy. 

He then went into a discussion on the amendment, 
contending that, as the president was held respons) 
ble for the management of the war, and was, from 
his position and the peculiar information he thereby 
obtained, better qualified to judge of the suitableness 
of particular officers to fill the commands in the army, 
he ought to be clothed with the power now proposed 
to be conferred upon him. 

Mr. T. denied that the project of a lieute. ant ge- 
neral had been consiaered and rejected by the house. 














He then went into a detail of what had taken place 
in regard to that proposition, and insisting that it 
never had received the direct investigation of the 
house. The proposition was unpopular, because it 
was regarded as an attempt invidiously to supersede 
General Taylor; but all the uproar which had been 
created in the country on that subject was out of 
place, because Taylor had already been superseded 
by the placing of Scott over him in the field. When 
he was superseded in this manner not a murmur was 
heard from the whig party. é 

Mr. T. confessed that he was one of those who 
went to the president and remonstrated against the 
appointment of Scott to the command of the army; but 
it was after Taylor had won the victories of Palo Al- 
to and Resaca, and he was unwilling that the com- 
mand should be taken from one who had displayed 
such conduct and courage. Had the gentleman from 
Tennessee, (Mr. Gentry,) ever so much power to 
catechise gentlemen on their voir dire, he could get 
nothing more than this out of him, 

As to this being an attempt on the part of the de- 
mocrats to make political capital, it was not they 
but the whigs who were in want of that article—for 
they had achieved a signal victory over their op- 
ponents and had carried all their favorite mea- 
sures. Neither on the questions of banks, the tariff, 
or the subtreasury were they in any want of political 
capital. 

He concluded by maintaining that the arrangement 
proposed by the amendment was nothing more than 
an act of sheer justice to the president. 

Mr. Newton, of Arkansas, said he had come here 
professing personally to be a whig, but knowing the 
sentiments of his constituents and determined to 
discharge the duty of representing them with the 
utmost fidelity. He then went on to quote and to 
complain of an editorial article which had recently 
appeared in the Intelligencer on the subject of the 
Wilmot proviso and the supporters of the war, and 
also to the speech of Mr. Winthrop, as reported in 
the same paper on the same day. From this also he 
read an extract. 

Mr. N. did not choose to be placed before a small 
party in his own state as recreant to his duty in vot- 
ing against the Wilmot proviso. He did not under- 
stand or recognise it to be a whig doctrine that we 
must never obtain any territory from Mexico as the 
result of this war. He had voted against the Wil- 
mot proviso because all his constituents desired the 
war to be so conducted as that it should be terminat- 
ed speedily, and in a manner honorable to the Unit- 
ed States. As to the political contest here about it, 
though he had seen many things that surprised 
him greatly, he knew nothing. His constituents did 
not believe the war to be unjust: they considered 
their government as proseculing and defending the 
rights of Au.erican cilizens--it might be against a 
weak power, but a power that had dared to invade 
and trampleon the soil of this Union. Mr. N. did 
not claim to represent the whig party of the United 
States; and if his seutiments should not be agreea- 
ble to some of his whig friends, though he might re- 
gret it, yet he claimed the right of casting his vote 
according to his own convictions of duty, without 
subjecting himself to be censured, directly or indi- 
reciiy, by the whig organ here. With what little 
mind he possessed, and wiih such advantages as 


| he had enjoyed, he should endeavor to do his public 


duty, regardless of the dictation of newspapers. (He 
hoped these remarks would be taken down.) 

He went on to say that he represented a constitu- 
ency who was in favor of the war, and who desired 
to see it prosecuted by the most vigorous measures; 
and who did not wish to limit the president in its 
conduct save where his power might prove dange- 
rous. On this point the whigs of Arkansas agreed 
with the democrats. And here it might be proper 
for him to say that he was here by persuasion of the 
democrats of that state. Though he had been op- 
posed tothe annexation of Texas, yet, when that 
question had been settled and the annexation de- 
clared by congress, he raised a body of troops to 
aid her in defending herself against Mexican op- 
pression. As to the political character of Arkan- 
sas, he said that light was breaking in upon her peo- 
ple, and that he sincerely hoped it would be a whig 
State. 

In regard to this amendment, he had voted against 
laying the bill on the table, and might yet vote for 
it. He had been opposed to the creation of a lieu 
tenant general, for bis people did not desire that he 
should do any thing to tarnish in the smallest degree 
the bright fame of General Taylor. There existed 
bul one sentiment there in regard to that brave and 
distinguished general, and they desired that he, in 
preference to General Scott or any other general, 
should have command of the army in Mexico. 

Mr. N. said he might possibly vote for the bill as 
it came from the senate, but not for the amendinent. 





. a 
He considered a lieutenant general as unnecessary, 


There should be.in the army the utmost practicable 
degree of unanimity; but the appointment of such 
an officer as was now proposed was calculated to 
produce discord, ifnot rebellion. The Arkansas Men 
now under the command of Gen. Taylor loved thej, 
old commander, and would not fight under this new 
lieutenant general, if he should be appointed. The 

were as patriotic men as any living, but to this they 
never would submit. 

Mr. N. said he had voted men and money for the 
war without looking back to the question of its or}. 
gin, or criticising the manner of carrying it on — 
Recent intelligence informed us of the facts that 
some of our men had been taken prisoners by the 
Mexicans—some of them were from Mr. N’s own 
state—and a major had been cut off. Could any man 
here hesitate to vote supplies while things like these 
were taking place before his eyes? Mr. N. never 
would. Whig or democrat, he went for prose. 
culing the war with the utmost vigor. The appoint. 
ment of a lieutenant general would not aid towards 
such an end. 

Mr. N. said his desire was for peace: all his ways 
had been ways of peace: (he was not a violent man 
save when he spoke;) but he believed a vigorous 
prosecution of the war was the only way ever to 
obtain peace with such people as the Mexicans.— 
He knew something of the character of these peo- 
ple; for his residence was near to the boundary of 
Texas, and he frequently saw men who had had 
constant intercourse with them in times past. Al! 
who did know them were of one opinion; and that 
was, that the only way ever to bring them to a per- 
manent peace was to send men enough into their 
country to besiege and capture their forts, sack their 
cities, burn their dwellings, and lay waste their pos- 
sessions, and make them feel that we had power ef- 
fectually to injure them. Mr. N. did not desire to 
spread desolation among innocent people; and he 
was aware that there existed among them nothing 
like astable government; but still they must be made 
to comprehend that war with the United States was 
no child’s play. After we had spent millions in pro- 
secuting the war, afler so many precious lives of our 
bravest men had been sacrificed, after the tears and 
cries of widows and orphan children, made widows 
and orphans by this war, had been in our ears, it 
was too Jate now to talk about withdrawing our 
forces: we must go on, and put her fairly down; this 
was the only way to an honorable and a lasting peace 
with her. 

As to the mode in which the war had been con- 
ducted, Mr. N. was in a position to know something 
more of the feelings of the south and of the west oa 
that subject than those who had not so receuily 
crossed the mountains. He had heard much about 
General Taylor’s Jetter, but he could assure geutle- 
men that the eyes of the people in that quarter of 
the Union were all fixed upon the old soldier who 
had Jed our armies to victory, and had far more con- 
fidence in him than in the president of the United 
States. They considered this as an imbecile admin- 
istration, tottering to its downfall. It had not now 
more than a corporal’s guard in its favor in that house, 
and it was destined to go out of power wiih even 
less honor than the unhonored administration of Julio 
Tyler. 

The west and the south had confidence in both 
our commanders—in Scott and in Taylor; but most 
in ‘laylor, because he had been associated and iden- 
tified with a large portion of them and their interests 
during the Florida war. ‘The citizens of Arkansas 
preferred him to push this war to apy man the pre- 
sident could send there. 


Mr. Schenck next addressed the committee, and, 
declining to enter on any general discussion touch- 
ing the war, (of which he had desired to speak at 
large, but never bad yet enjoyed an opporiunity,) 
would confine himseif mainly to replying to his col: 
league, (Mr. Brinkerhoff.) 

He observed that the measure now present was 10 
thing new. It was neither more nor less than the old 
and oft rejected project of a leutenant general. He 
then went into a brief review of the reception and 
treatment of that executive proposal by this house 





when formerly sent toit. But here it came back 
|again once more. He had heard it prophesied then, 
that, though, apparently dead under a heavy rejection 
| by yeas and nays, it would nevertheless be galvanized 
| in'o a new existence—would come up by a legisla 
| tive resurrection, and would obtain a vote of a ma 
| jority here. He had not believed this then, but he 
believed itnow. Indeed he was prepared to see aby 
(and everything which the president saw fit to re 
commend obsequiously carried by that house. He eX 
pected to see tea and coffee taxed—ay, and by the 
vole of his colleague (Mr. Brinkerhofl) too, notwith- 
standing bis fulminations against itat the last sessiou- 


Nay he did not despair of beholding even the honora 
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a —— est iee tumacas” Sasa eae semanas ae ao eahianeamamaamen takai a tadiaihseaid.. hee: ee oe eee ae oo 
entleman from Illinois (Mr. Wentworth) follow- The question was stated on concurring with the | ber of either house of congress shall be compelled to 
SE ble € t. and coming in with a most loyal vote for| committee on military affairs on their first amend- | accept any office created under this act.” Agreed to. 
cessary, in ee “0% ~ | ment; when— The question was put on the amendment as 
cticable that cooly to the doctrine of Mr. Sims, that the con- Mr. Andrew Johnson moved to amend the first | amended, and it was disagreed to. 
of such “ of the war was exclusively in the hands of the| section, as follows: Mr. McKay moved to add as a new section the 
lated to - ‘dent, and the house had nothing to do with it “Provided, That nothing inthis act shall be so following: 
Sas men — grant supplies, he contended, that as congress construed as to authorize the appointment of any “Be tt further enacted, That, for the purpose of 
ed their but lied the men and gave them in an organized form, member of congress to be generalissimo of the army | avoiding unnecessary expenses in the military estab- 
his new PP a right to say what shape this instrumentality | of the United States who does now or has heretofore | lishment, including volunteers, the president of the 
+ They it ge eh im on the war should assume. Had they} entertained and expressed tue following opinions— United States, be and he is hereby authorized, in 
his they for cnt to say whether the army should be placed ‘That the incorporation of the left bank of the Rio | case of failure in filling the rank and file of any re- 
0 wk an officer as was now proposed, or should del Norte into the American Union, by virtue of a | giment or regiments, to consolidate such deficient 
y for the a ftas it was? He thought they had, and he de-| treaty to Texas, comprehending, as the said incorpo- regiment or regiments, and discharge all supernu- 
f its ori- be a the army to remain ag R was. ration would do, a part of the Mexican departments | merary officers: Provided, That officers so discharged 
it on.— When the project had first been brought forward | of New Mexico, Chihuahua, Coahuila, and Tamau- shall be allowed, in addition to the mileage already 
acts that » al objected to because the officer was to be taken | ]1pas, would be an act of direct aggression on Mexico, authorized by law, three months’ pay to each.” 
a by the ; m civil life; and on this ground his colleague now for all the consequences of which the United States This amendment was agreed to. 
N’s own rreitted that he had voted against it. But now it was would be responsible;’ and also the following opinion: Mr. Mc Kay moved a new section providing ‘*That 
any man * esented in a yet more offensive shape. It was now ‘| consider the marching upon the Rio Grande as all the officers appointed, and the additional force 
ike these e sed to elevate an i-ferior over his superiors in| as being unfortunate, and certainly should have ad- authorized to be raised under this act, shall be dis- 
N. never we Else why any bill? And, besides, the differ- | vised against it if | had been consulted;’ and also the | charged at the expiration of the war with Mexico.” 
oe :.preee ake as to civil and military life was a deception.— | following: ‘They, the president and his secretary of This was also agreed to. 
appoint. The officer was now to be appointed from amoung the | State, made the war themselves, and made it uncon- The committee rose and reported the bill as 
| towards venerals in the army. He was then to be taken | Stitutionally, perfidiously, clandestinely, and pirati- amended. 2 
hi from military life. Yes; but could not the presi-| cally. The secret orders to our army and navy were Mr. Brinkerhoff moved the previous question; which 
1S Ways ‘ent take a civilian—a senator it might be—and, first piratical, for they were without law, to waylay and was seconded, and the main question ordered, viz— 
lent man naking him a major general, then elevate him above | attack a friendly power, with whom we have a treaty ‘Will the house concur with the committee of the 
ea on || the other generals? And was it not mere mock. | of amity; and, as a member of a court martial, I whole in their amendments?” 
ever te ry and hypocrisy to talk about appointing nobody would sentence to be shot any officer of the army or The amendment reported as a second section was 
kicans.— om civil life? Lt might do to catch gulls; but would | avy who should dare to attack Mexican troups, or read; and, on the question of concurrence, the yeas 
ae peo- feceive no reflecting man. ships, or cities, under that order.’” and nays were taken, as follows: 
mn a of Yet the measure was destined to pass the house. Mr. Kaufman rose to a question of order; and in- YEAS—Messrs Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Bedin- 
had had And this fact proved that if the president possessed quired if the proposed amendment was in order? ger, Benton, Biges, Jas. Black, Jas. A. Black, Bow- 
poole but half the military skill at conducting a war that The chair ruled the amendment in order; and “any ins Hogy,, yinkaahets Brockenbrough, Brod- Bere i 
and that e did as a drill sergeant in managing that house,} Mr. Johnson withdrew his amendment. Chace Sram chet a et D6 ae <P ovon oF 
ieahen here was no need of appointing any other com- Mr. Boyd moved to amend the amendment of the miia, Coentaahem, Fndiat, Vintek a De ie met 
ord owed mander in chief. At that business he had proved | committee by striking out the words “during the Douglass, Dunlap, Edsall, Ellett, Ellsworth, ‘Erdman, ' Ht | 
their pos- himself a perfect martinet. He had found a way continuance of the existing war with Mexico. Faran, Ficklin, Foster, Fries, Garvin, Goodyear, Gor- Vase 
f o make gentlemen here face to the right or to the Mr. McHenry rose to a question of order. It was| con, Grover, Hamlin, Harmanson, Hasiings, Henly, TLE 
 Sobvaalag eft; nay, to face right about, at bis word of com-| not in order to move an amendment to an amend- Hoge, Hopkins, Hougn, Geo. 8. Houston, Hungerford, Tie 
desire to cor An- intimation. from the white house was|ment. James B. Hunt, Chas. J. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James H. ae B 
le; and he ufficient. The chair overruled Mr. McHenry’s point of order. | Jenson, Joseph Johnson, George W. Jones, Seaborn ye 
oe eating The president talked about “conquering a peace;”| Mr. J. H. Ewing move to av.end the amendment of | ne paninan. ah pve te Peete H i 
+ posers ye had conquered nothing as yet, unless it were the| the committee on military affairs (the 2d section) by | Clean. Cite Shi ee Dok Tan Ai i 
— ~ dependence of that house, the credit of the coun- arp. out the words “whd may be,” and inserting McDowell, McKay, Jobn P. Martin, orca, Mode. ae 
tae af our y, the treasury, and the constilution, and he threat-| “who now are. | Morris, Morse, Moulton, Niven, Norris, Owen, Parish, if ah 
iV 4 ned, before long, to conquer the liberties of the Disagreed to: Ayes 68, noes 103. Payne, Perrill, Phelps, Pilsbury, Rathbun, Reid, Ritter | 
° wane eople. Mr. Andrew Johnson reoflerrec his amendment. Roberts, Russell, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scamunon, Alex. a Li 
de wi ows His colleague talked about whigs making speeches Mr. Kaufman rose. The confusion was such that! D. Sims, Leon. H. Sims, Thos Smith, Robert Smith, aH Ue i 
mar ears, it »be franked off in wagon loads. This reminded} the reporter was unable to hear what he said. Stanton, Starkweather, Jas. ‘Thompson, Jacob Thomp- it fi 
awing on r.S. of the fact that (though he franked nospeeches The question was put, and the amendment was | \\7'» Shorene, I'redway, J. Wentworth, Wheaton, hE 
down, ” {f hisown) he had once Iran ked off a large quantity disagreed to: Ayes 31, noes 89. w Saag + ps aan wane Yost—112, “alt 
ating peace f the speeches of his colleague against tne aunexa- Mr. Cocke offerred the following proviso— Ph eacthncny "tee Bell.” Fe hae rm —— ih] 
a on of Texas; but it was rather an unfortunate move; **Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be | Sullinmon. Willan W. Gucemied deli ogg # ieee ab 
been x br, before the speeches so franked had time to reach | construed into an approval of the actof the president | Carroll, John G. Chapman, Aug. A. Chapman, Cock ‘ 
Coen be post offices in Ohio, the honorable gentieman had | in permitting Santa Anna to return to Mexico.” ¥ ! } =. 
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ted the other way. [Roars of laughter ] The gen- 
eman referred to his separation from his party 
iends; true, but the separation, was only during the 
tbale: as soon as if came to voting, he was back 
pain in the ranks, wheeling and facing like a well 
illed soldier. 

Mr. S. contended that this amendment had been 
lroduced and urged purely for a party purpose; 
dhis colleague had frankly avowed the fact, and 
slifed it, (and he was une of the military commit- 
¢ who proposed this amendment). Though he op- 


' | Collamer, Cottrell, Cranston, Crozier, Darragh, Garret 
The chair ruled the amendment out of order. | Davis, Delano, Dixon, D ckery, J. H Ewiug, Edwin 


The amendment reported by the committee on | H. Ewing, Foot, Gentry, Gicdings, Graham, Grider, 
military affairs, asa second section to the bill, was | Grinnell, Hale, Hampton, Harper, Heury, Elias B. 
than agreed to. Holmes, Isaac E. Holmes, J. W. Houston, Samuel D. 

Mr. G. W. Jones moved to amend the amendment | Hubbard, Hudson, W. Hunt, Hunter, Jos. R. Ingersoll, 
to the Sth section by striking out the words, ‘fill by 


Andrew Johnson, Daniel P. King, Thos. Butier King, 

. | Lewis Long Meisau the McHenry ’ iwe ~~ 

regular motion or,” so that the officers would then | ‘ - ig Y, Melwvaine, 
have to be elected. 


| Marsh, Miller, Moseley, Newton, Polluck, Rams 

Disagreed to: Ayes 63 noes 84.) Ripley, J. Rockwell, Jno. A. Rockwell, a yee Runk. 
Mr. Root moved the following proviso— ? 
‘Provided, That no person now holding an office 


Schenck, Seaman, Seddon, Severance, Siiipson, ‘I'ru- 
man Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Sinith 
in the Mexican army or government shall be ap 


» Stephens, 


‘ 
yi 
¢ 
t 
s 
» 
i 

4 
xf 
4 
’ 













Ss ewartl, Strobm, ‘Thibodaux, ‘Thomasson, Benjamin 
Thompson, ['ibbatts, ‘Toombs, ‘'rumbo, Vance, Vin- 
ton, Winthrop, Woodruff, Woodward, Wright, Young 


| 
bed il befure, and it was the same measure still, | 
| —87. 


bw he boldly went for it, and that withoutaay new 
ason. The gentleman was in the ranks again. 
Why were Scott and Taylor to be superseded?— 
hat had they done to deserve it? Would any gen- 
man stale? He would pause for a reply. 
i Mr. S. waited some time, but no reply was 
e, 
but his colleague had found out a sufficient reason 
hey were whigs; yes, and “rivals” of Mr. Polk as 
Mdidates for the presidency. If they were it was 
because they had made themselves so, but be- 
se their merits had. 
Ir. Cocke, amidst much confusion, adverted to the 
lement of Mr, Brinkerhoff that Scout and Taylor 
re“rivals” of Mr. Polk. This he said was news 
he whigs, and he believed would be to the demo- 
ss for Mr. C. at least had never beard before that 


Folk was considered as *‘in the line of safe pre- 
ents. 


pointed by the president, under authority of this act, 
to any office in the army of the United States.” 

The chair ruled the amendment out of orver. 

Mr. Root appealed, and the chair was sustained. 
The amendments proposed by the committee 00 | |g genarate vot 
military aflairs to the Sth section were agreed to. =| ang e ae pe d 

The next amendment proposed by the committee | ounilt Wa emaining amendments were read and con- 
on military affairs was read, when— Phd elit h 

Mr. Andrew Johnson moved to add the following |_| ve d ments were then ordered to be en- 
proviso: | ——, : “A i. and the bill as amend- 
‘Provided, That nothing in this act shall be so | west a ak oe Bc nad sthe 2:9 


construed as to authorize the president of the United | I'he question then recurred on the passage of the 


“ i oall. 
States to appoint any member of congress com: | Mr. Boyd moved the previous question, and, under 


mander in chief. its operation, the bill was passed —Yeas 121. nays 75. 


Disagreed to: Ayes 42, noes 86. ; 
The amendment of the committee was then agreed | AG pode oes eng ey, ve a question of privilege, from 
_ the committee on elections, to which was referred, 


. | by the resolution of the house, the subject of Edw. 
The amendment of the committee to the seventh | D. Baker’s right toa seat as a representative from 


section was then read and agreed lo. | the state of Iilimois in the 29th con 
All the amendments reported by the committee on | right of Thos. W. Newton to a se 
military affairs having been acted on— live from the state of Arkansas, in place uf Archi- 
The bill was then read for other amendments. | bald Yell, made a report, accompanied by the fol- 
Mir. Garrett Davis moved to amend the second sec- | jywing resolutions. 


tion so as to make it read, “‘which officers shail be) Therefore resolved, That Epwarp D. Baker has 
selected from the volunteer corps now in service.” | not been entitled to a seat as a member of the house 
Disagreed to. 


Mr. John 4 Rockwell moved the following proviso 
to the second section — 

‘Provided, That no person now a member of either 
house of congress shall be appointed to any office 
created under this act.”’ 

Mr. G. W. Jones moved to amend the amendment 
so as to make it read: ‘That ho perton now a mem- 
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So the amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was read and concurred in 
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gress, and also the 

t as entae 
'.C. was opposed to giving the president power folens or aan 
Ppoint a lieutenant general over our army, be- 
St he had aiceady made one such appointment 
the army of Mexico, and it turned out disas- 
«| lo the successful termination of the war and 
Conquest of a peace.” 
ler Louching om the defeat, by democratic votes, 
© increase of pay to the volunteers, he adverted 
® sudden and cowplete change o! opinion among 
eratie meu bers on this question, and was pro- 
lee When the hour settur the termination of 
“ate expired and the committee proceeded to 


of representatives since the acceptauce and exercise 
by Lim of the military appointment of colonel of yo- 
lunteers from the state of Iilinvis in the service of 
the United States. 

Resolved further, That Tuomas W. Newron is en- 
titled to a Seat as a member of this house from the 
state of Arkansas. 

And then the house adjourned. 
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WAR WITH MEXICO. 





From our army.—Theschr. Harmonious, Walker 
brings Brazos, dates to New Orleans to the 18th of 
Feb., and the steamer Cora., to the 19th. 

General Scott sailed on the 13th; General Worth 
was still diligently occupied whenever weather per- 
mitted, in shipping and forwarding troops, munitions, 
and supplies towards Lobos. The prevalence of 
Northers had retarded operation. Fora number of 
days it was impossible for the transports to commu- 
nicate with the shore. 

A different account states, that General Scott was 
still at Brazos on the 17th, employed in forwarding 
the embarkation for Lovos,and ne sailed on the 18th. 

The American forces in the vicinity of Vera Cruz 
at our Jast dates, numbered about 7000. 

The transport ship American 650 tons which left 
New York, on the 17ih of January, loaded partly 
with surf boats, reached Brazos, on the 6th of Feb. 
About 30 transport vessels were lying off Brazos 
bar on the 17th, and as many more within the bar, 
loading and embarking troops with all activity, 





Tue capturep Americans—Minon’s own report 
of the exploit, sets down the number of Americans 
taken at 82, besides one Mexican, Galeano, used as 
spy and guide by the American detachment, and 
who, notwithstanding the remonstrance of Major 
Gaines, was immediately put to the sword. 

Another list of the captured, includes the names of 
Captain Albert Pike, of the Arkansas, and Capt. 
William Heady, of Kentucky. The latter, with se- 
venteen men was taken two days after the capture of 
Major Burland’s party, by a party of Rancheroes.— 
The parties captured consist of fifty Arkansas troops, 
and two parties of Kentuckians, one of twenty five, 
the other of eighteen. ‘Their camp was surrounded 
at night, after amarch of forty miles. Report says, 
that Cassius M. Clay, wished to break the ranks, but 
the others refused to join him. The Mexicans num- 
bered from [500 to 2U0U0, according to the same ac- 
counts. Others say not over 500. Dan Henrie. 
well known as a Mier prisoner, and who acted as 
interpreter to the Arkansas troops, having had some 
experience of a Mexicun prison, concluded it about 
sate to try the virtue of Major Gaines’ horse dashing 
past the Mexican guard, escaped their fire, and— 
was off to parts unknown. 

The rest of the prisoners arrived at San Luis on 
the 26th—and were received with every demonstra- 
tion of Mexican triumph. 





A DEMONSTRATION BY Santa Anna.—The Mexi 
can army is iu motion, and from San Luis Potosi.— 
Our officers are divided in opinion as to their real 
destination. 

Santa Anna’s address to bis ‘‘companions in arms” 
dated San Luis Potosi, Jan ary 27, says: “The oper- 
ations of the enemy demand that we should move 
precipitately upon his principal line, and we go to 
execute it. The independence, the honor, and desti- 
ny of the mation depend at this moment on your de- 
cision. Soldiers! The entire world observes us, and 
will expect our acts to be as heroic as they are ne- 
cessary. Privations of all kinds surround usin con- 
sequence of the neglect shown towards us, for more 
than a iohth, by those who should provide your pay 
and provisions. But when has misery debilitated 
your spirits or weakened your enthusiasm! The 
Mexican soldier is well known for his frugality and 


patier.ce under suff ring—never wanting magazines | 


io marches across deserts, and always counting upon 
the resources of the enemy to provide fot his wants 
To-day we shall undertake to march over a desert 
coun ry without succor or provisions. But he assur- 


red that we shall i umediately provided from those of | the 25th ult. says: 


the enemy, avd with them you will be sufficiently 
reimbur:ed. My friends we go to open the Campaign. 
Wat days ¢f glory await us! What flattering tu- 
ture for our cou:try! How satisfactory when we 
coutemplate tict we have saved ils independence! — 
How the world wou!d admire us! How the nation 
wilibless us! And when in the bosoms of our fam- 
lies we shall relate the ri-ks and fatigues which we 
have endured, the combats with and triumphs over 
a daring and presuptuous enemy, and hereafter, 
when telling our children that we have saved our 
country a second time, the jubilee will be complete, 
and the sacrifices will then appear to us as nothing. 
Soldiers! Hurry forth in the detence of your country. 
The cause we sustain is a holy one;never have we 
struggled with more justice, because we fight for 
the honor and religion of our wives and children! — 
What sacrifice, then, can be too great for objects so 
deat? Letour motto be,*-conqvER oR dik!”’ Let us 
swear belore the great Eierpal that we 














will pot] 


epee 


treaty, nothing which may not be heroic and proud. 
ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA. 

HeapqvarRTERS, SAN Luts Porosi, Jan. 27, 1847. 

Some believe that Santa Anna has issued this as a 
feint, an¢ that his rea! object is to move to the de- 
fence of Vera Cruz. Others think his design is on 
the dictatorship and settle affairs at the city of 
Mexico. 

It is certain however, that on the 27th Jan’y, there 
marched out of San Luis towards Fanque de la Va- 
cu, (the place where the Minon captured the Ameri- 
can detachment,) three bodies of infantry, a brigade 
of cavalry, and anotherofartiilery, having with them 
three 24 pounders, three 18 pounders, four 16 pound’s, 
and fuur lighter pieces, and that two days after an- 
oiher division would march in the same direct- 
tion, 

These movements are corroborated by a letter from 
Tampico, dated the 9ih February, published in the 
La Patria, Spanish paper at New Orleans, which 
on authority of a letter from San Luis, says, ‘16,000 
of the most brilliant troops are marching for the 
road between Saltillo and Monterey.” 

A letter from Tula, Feb. 3, says “On the Ist Feb. 
General Parodi, with the 12th regiment of the line, 
styled ‘‘the faithful soldiers of San Luts” 1,500 
sirung, and the battalion of ‘“*the national guards of 
Jalisco” with three pieces of artillery, were march- 
ing in the direction of Mouterey by the road of Ma- 
cherala. ‘The sierra is fortified at every point by the 
battalions ef Pueo.a, Guarda Custa de l'ampico, the 
company of veterans, and three companies ot cavalry. 
lu the village, Col. Jose Antonio del Castillo is sta- 
tioned with a respectable furce io defeid that point. 
Gen. Urrea, with 1,500 men of the first regiment of 
cavairy, “Primero Republicano,” must have already 
arrived at Victoria de jamaulipas. 

The foregoing renders it highty probable that Gen. 
Taylor wii! once more be in tie hottest of the fray, 
and have the war to manage. ‘The last accounts 
stated that he was getting ready” and Santa Anna 
will filud him to be a **rough’’ customer. 

Gen. Wool apprized General Taylor, towards the 
end of January, that he anticipated an attack at 
Saitiilo. in cousequence, Gen. Taylor left Monte- 
rey on the Ist of Feuruary with his staff for Saltillo. 
He iovk with him Bragg’s battery atid Thomas's 
battery, the Ist Mississippi cities, aud May’s squadron 
vi dragoons. Capt. ‘hus. F. Marstiall was to leave 

Monterey on the 3rd instant with his company of 
mounted wen for Saltillo. Captain Gordon, with a 
detachment of 15U recruits fur the different regiments, 
alsy leit Monterey lor Salullo witi Gea. Taylor.— 
Phe American forces at Saitilio would be between 
9,UUU and 6,000 men. In addition to the two batte- 
ries Named avove, the batieries of Capt. Washington 
and Captain Webster were at Saitiiio, and at last 
accoulls the troops were tbrowiug up formidable 
fortifications. 

The number of troops left at Monterey does not 
exceed SUU men, but ihe ciladel or “Biack Fort’ js 
heid by tucin, and there is no route vy which the 
Mexicvaus Cau approach the city with artiliery, save 
vy Saltillo. Without artillery guy aliempt upon 
WMuvlerey would be futile. Lhe liuvups at Monterey 
Cousist privcipaily of Onio and ludiana volunteers, 
ail under the command of Col. Rogers. Captain 
Arnoid, of tue 2d dragoons, has also Deen ordered to 
proceed to Mouterey irom the mouth of the Rio 
Geaude, 

Our own notion is, that Santa Anna knows better 
than lo attack our army in post. Our line of oppe 
ralion is so Widely dispersed ihat he can anuoy Wem 
exceedingly by iWlercepling Comimunicalious and 
supplies, and cutting oll detach. nents. The approacn 
vi Urrea towards Matamoras is ra.her starting. 


Tue Barrre at Ex Paso. 
‘“‘We have eonversed with an in- 


| telligent Spanish gentleman who left Durango on the 


15th January—Senor Benito Velez, a nephew, we 
learn, of Peter Harmony, of New York. Senor Ve- 


lez confirms all that we have said of the action near | 
El] Paso on the 25th of December. The loss of the | 
No} 


Mexicans in that affair was about 1350 men. 
pews had reached Durango of the fall of Chihuahua 
when our informant left there. On the 10th of Jan- 
uary, General Heredia left Durango for Chihuahua 
at the head of 70U men, of whom 160 were cavalry. 
He took with him 1,500 muskets and two pieces of 
artillery. When he reached Cuencawe, in the north 


part of the state of Durango, he heard the news of 


the action near El Paso; and, leaving there his in- 
fantry, he pushed on to Chihuahua with his cavalry, 
with the view to assume the command of the govern- 
ment forces there. ‘The cavalry of Cuiltz, which was 


in the action of the 25 h of December, and which pro- 
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down to a handful by desertions which took place a! 
the different ranchos on the route. 

The Mexican papers contain violent denunciations 
of their countrymen for permitting a handful of Mis. 
sourians to capture El Paso, the key to Chihuahua, 
One paper speaking of the Mexicans, SAYS—“‘they ran 
like the devil,” and of the principal commander—«), 
ran forty leagues before he stopped.” 

Cor. De Russy anp tHe Lovutsana Regiment, 
Our last left this gallant officer and his comma) 
wrecked upon the Mexican coast, in the transport ship 
Ondiake, in eminent peril. We rejoice to announce 
his arrival at Tampico, on the 4th Feb:, with the 
whole corpse except seven men, who, unable to make 
the forced march which was necessary, had to be lef 
as they could be carried no further on litters. One 
of the seven overtook the detachment before they 
reached T'ampico. 

Col. de Russy, the morning he landed from the 
wreck, was visited by Mexicans who proferred assis. 
tance. Inthe afternnoon a flag from Gen. Cos syn. 
moned to an immediate surrender to the 1,800 Mexi- 
cans he pretend to have under him. He had but 989 
men. Col. de R. obtained until 9 o’clock next mor. 
ing to deliberate. At night fall fires were lighted, 
everything that would encumber was left, the detach. 
ment started for Tampico, and made 35 miles the 
first 24 hours, without meeting with an armed Meyi- 
can. The whole of them were exceedingly exhaust- 
ed when they reached Tampico. » 


THREE MILLION BILL. 


An Acr appropriating three millions of dollars, to 
enable the president to conclude a treaty of peace 
and Jimits with Mexico. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa. 
tives of the United States of /Imerica in congress assem- 
bled, ‘That whereas a state of war now exists between 
the United States and the Republic of Mexico, which 
it is desirable should be speedily terminated upon 
terms just and honorable to both nations; and whiere- 
as assurances have heretofore been given to the gov. 
esnment of Mexico that it was the desire of tue pre- 
sident to settle ail questions Letween the two coun- 
tries on the most liberal and satisfactory termes, 
according to the rights of each and the mutual inter- 
ests and securtly of the two countries; and whereas 
the President may be able to conclude a treaty of 
peace with the repubiic of Mexico prior to the next 
session of congress, if means for that object are at 
his disposal; and whereas, in the adjustment of so 
many complicated questions as now exist between 
the two countries, it may possibly happen that an 
expenditure ol money will be called for by the stipu- 
lations of any treaty which may be entered into, 
therefure the sum of three millions of dollars ve, 
and the sae is hereby appropriated, out of ary 
money in the treasury not otherwise approprial- 
ed, to enable the presivent to conclude a trealy of 
peace, limits, and voundaries with the republic of 
Mexico, to be used by him in the event that ead 
treaty, when signed vy the authorized agents ol 
the two governments, and duly ratified by Mexico, 
shall call jor the expenditure of the same, or a0) 
part thereof, full and accurate accounts for wiici 
expenditure shail ve by bi trausimitted to congress 
alas early a day as practicable. 

JOHN W. DAVIS, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
GHOKGE M. DALLAS, 
Vice President of the United States and 
President of the Senate. 


Approved, March 3, 1847. ; 
JAMES K. POLK. 


DIPLOMATIC JOURNAL. 


FoREIGN Ministers. It will be seen by referencé 
to executive appointments—that Ricnarp Rvsi, for 
merly minister to the court of St. James, has beet 
appointed and confirmed as minister to the court o 
France. The president previously nominated Charles 
J. Ingersoll, member of the house of representative 
from Philadelphia, to the station, but the nominatio! 
being promply rejected by the senate,— Mr. Rush ws 
then nominated. 

Davy Top Esq. of Ohio, appointed to succee! 
Henry A. Wise at the court of Brazil, who 
turns, it is stated at his own request. Mr. Tod!! 
wil! be recollected, was the late administration ca 
didate for governor of the state of Ohio. 





Corron had been up and down, in the mean time: 


| After the S. Sands left, prices declined 4d. Ina few 


waitun imstantin purging our soil of the siranger| tected, as far as possible, the retreat of the Mexicans | days it rallied to previous prices—but was a said 


who has dared to profane it with his presence. 


Nv} upon E} Paso, and afterwards Carizal, had awindled | heavy and Jooking down when the Cambria left. 
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